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Upon- the Execrable Murther © >*_, 
Of the Right Honourable CY : 

ARTHUR Earl of ESSEX. 
\ | 


, FF Ortality would be too frail to hear 
M How ESSEX fell, and not diffolve with fear ; 
| Did not more generous Rage take off the blow, 
And by his Blood the ſteps to Vengeance ſhow. 


The Tow'r was for the Tragedy deſigf'd, 
And to be ſlaughter'd, he is firſt confin'd,. | 
As fetter'd Viitims to the Altar go. | » 
But why muſt Noble ESSEX periſh: ſo? 
Why with ſuch Fury drag'd into his Tomb, 
Murther'd by Slaves, and ſacrific'd' to Rome ?* 


By ſtealth they kill; and with: a ſecret ſtroke 
Silence that Voice which charm'd when e're it ſpoke, 
The bleeding Orifice o'reflow'd the Ground, + © 
More like ſome mighty Deluge, .than a: Wound. 
Through the large ſpace his Blood and Vitals glide, . 
And his whole Body might have paſt befide. 
The reaking Crimfon {well'd intoa Flood; _ 
And ftream'd a ſecond time in Cape!'s Blood.” 
He's in his Son again to Death purſu'd, | 
An Inſtance of the. higheſt Gratitude. | 
They then malicious Stratagems 1mploy, 
With Life, his Dearer Honour to. deſtroy, 
And make his Fame extinguiſh with his Breath; _ 
An A& beyond the Cruelties of Death." © . 
Here Murther tin all its ſhapes .compleat ; 
As Lines, united in their Center, meet; 
| Form'd by. the, blackeſt Politicks of Hell: - A 
Was Cain ſo dev'liſh when gs fell? ba g: 
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"He thaticontrives, or his own Fate deſires, 
'Wants Courage, and, for fear of Death, expires. 
But Mighty ESSEX. was in all things brave, 
Neither to Hope, nor to Deſpair, a Slave, 

He had a Soul-too innocent and great 

To fear; or to anticipate his Fate ; 

Yet their exalted Impudence and Guilt, 

Charge on himſelf the precious Blood they ſpilt. 
So were the Proteſtants lome Years ago, 
Deſtroy'd in Ireland Without a Foe, 

By their own barbarous Hands the mad Men die, 
And maſſacre themſelves they know not why. 
Whil'{ the kind 1+;j-howl to fee the Gore, 
And pious Catholicks their Fate deplore. 

If you refuſe to truſt erroneous Farne,  - 
Royal Mack-Ninny will coffirm the. ame. 


We have loſt mote in injur'd Cepe/s Heir 
Than the poor army Age can C&'re repair. 
Nature indulg'd- him ſo, that there we ſaw 
All the chojce Strokes her ſteady hand could draw. 
He the old Ezgl/ifb Glory did revive, - 
In him we had Plantapenerts alive.” | 
Grandure, and Fortune, and a vaſt Renown - 
Fit to ſupport the Luſter of a Crown. 

All theſe in him were potently conjoyn'd, 

But all was too ignoble for his Mind : 
Wiſdom and Vertue, Properties Divine, 
Thoſe, Godlike-ESSEX, were entirely thine. 


In his Great Name he's {till preſery'd alive, 
And will to all ſucceeding Times ſurvive. 
With juſt Progreſſion, as the conſtant Sun 
. Doth move, and through its bright Ecliptick rut, 


And his bleſt.Soul is ſoar'd above the Sky 


For whilſt his Duſt does undiſtinguiſh'd lie, - 2 bn 
_ 


Fame ſhall below his parted Breath ſupply. 
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' none to which « louder woice & aErbet it i God 
well 2: Men, than that of Moder. Fark bike firoy- 
= Auhremngarpotnpaer noon bp nf Cn 
| Divine image, and therein a defacin pls 
OT t- 
nary ; ſoit # a moſt daring inſirredtion $ 
the Supream | Lawgiver, who deſigned his *... 
about our Lifcs, a anking ts Gels more 2 EY ET 


of ts gre r the fin of Murder, ve he 6 it ; of "God i 
the Word, and his vindictive Jiſpenſations of providence \ It, wxo! 
in more legible Characters, than thoſe wherein we find his difple; 
corded- and teſtified againſt other Crimes, Profanc vat of 
7y's are filled with fntances of Gods ieqiſhion. Mer 1eddiri 
cent blood, and of rhe iful ſeverity which he "hath ſhown 4; 
miles as well as perſons 1 Yue TY and's 
| And as no Tranſgreſſion is more God, bt 
th much incenſe ' and ; inp 01 

ſon, is conſtrued as a threatning of of; "oor ch Ar- 
"our Neighbours throat, but we A nd ic 
our Own. — pot 6 heb. 

Law of Nature, that M 

with an Univerſal hatred. He dbandor's his mT 
ſure of the next affailant, who efteems it- not his duty 
the weapon SEN but to Ns te a 


puniſhment. 

r " tho there is no perſon 1o digiificd 
nations and murders are not highly rr ep ; ofecut 
utmoſt impartiality and zedl; yer rhey *dcſerve 6rre 
when perpetrated by thoſe, whoſe duty it pag Fn ts iftead « 
invading them. eptb ar goody 6-4 wh 8h | 
whom he reckons himſelf moſt injured: 1 thereunt 
by a judicial Sentence or a legal' warrant ; nr by | I 
is it, for thoſe to be Author's on or oe Merl: in our ruine, rho __ 
the care of our preſervation © "committed and nA "2 by Ay ri 4 

' much any are veſted with the AI of the Law, to wengetem: 4 


- 


. bounty and influence, he. is. beneficial to. the Nation. by ' ſo much is the- | 
ron... attended.wirh . the. higher . aggravations , and. 
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ſelves apd 
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m.the 8:35 and-quility of Magiſtrates, they efpouſe the work and cha- 
ices and afſume the weapons of an. aff\dirate. And who know's, but 


kev 35 the. Attorney General had. the boldaeG. int print to. call the accuſfa- 


and, commitment:pf the Earl. of 'Efſex,, ®-« convij&mant for high Treaſon, 
orhers, up99, that, conviftion migar have the inpuydence :to _give-or- 
Fog his: Execution. What more hateful”, ſight - can«there, be to. heaven; 
or more earaging ſpectacle ro,men, than to find thoſe, who- by the places 
they 1 adyanced : unto, and.the T'ruft that, is 'repoſed in- them, ought to 
watch f Ou lafory,. conſpiring our 'ruine, and what they have not the 
Surage themſalves ro.exccute,, tempting. and hiring others-to commir?. | | 
s. .1C-will | » cally. all wed, being indelibly 'ingraven in our Natures, 
that © *EVEry) Marder 1s to, be regiſtred amongſt crimes: of the deepeſt - die ; 
{dit cannot. be* - ak but that one may be.of a more; h&7nous nature 
than another, and receive aggravation. fromthe worth and- quality of hin 
that . is  allalingrcd, | For as: the value of kindaeſles grows in-propertion 
i/ the, meane! .of 6rhe. r[ons ow whom they are,gþsſtowed;, o crimes :re- 
ctive an eticrea e of Te from the dignity and; 


m,they are, co 
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By how much higher the ſtation ; of anyone 
"and; by how much through his wiſdo.n, power 


Sgionol, ſack. a.per 

\reſentedias n | moſt, enormous crime. . Nos are. we only:to eſteem ,our- 
mjtre jand,, threatng 

NT are” fo. Account: our. {lyes wronged, - and-ought to-demand: repa- 


MW To, LT ; to «the (benefits we reapt by him,” and - which. we are 
do f by the Ic ; of ſo uſeful: ard hw Brno. Our Law in making 
rnd againſt. a Peer liable to an Aion of Scandal, which it takes not ſo. 


as, cognifance of, 'as, an,, offence, againſt lizzle and inferior people ; 
Ws 4 p2 Sarah in reference to the lifes of Noblemen, as not 
hols ey] 


are fenced ar ind Eifended fe 

Nor is; ' rr from the quality of @perfon againft- whom - a crime is 

mitted, rhat it receives an aggravation, bur there accrues a new addi- 
'thereunto, from. the obligations. which the perſon deſtroyed, 

7 $48 id upo n_ thoſe, who were inſtrumental- in and acceſſory to. his 

T6 ſee one periſh by the hands of thoſe, whom he may have in- 


NT 


le 
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ſefulnels of thoſe againſt. 


40 and by, the exafhple: of ſuch a-perſon's ruine; .. 


her. hedge, about them, than. thoſe of. Mechanicks | 


jured 


com upon offenders; :by-ſo trach d5es their* crims an4i * I 
HF commu when they- nd nt gratifi! their.-: indignation- 


-_ 


Son IF: | 
ured, either Mm their perſons, reputations, or intereſt; 'is no "more «thin 
"what .we may ſometimes find inſtances «of among the unrullyagd.dege-/: 
nerate part of .mankind.; but 'to hear that a perſon is a{laflinated-by-: thaſe + 
whom he ſerved with the 'utermoſt zeal and fidelity, is 14 villany: which-/ 
.none but. prodigies of ingratitude, and -monſters of humine Nature, .:can; be + 
ouiity of. Bur tl-ere is a.certain great-man in the World whom:1 ſhall forbear-; _ 
-to.name, whoſe temper is to beſtow his Favours upon ſuch;as have :been' 
his... Majeſties greateſt enemies, as well -as the molt proffligate: aridy-baſe(t-! 
_ -among men, and in. the mean -time recompence ſuch .nor-only warh ney 
| glect but hatred, whoſe parents as well as themfelves had ſhed-their | blood;1 
1 -andrentured their fortunes in the behalf of. the King-and the Royal cauſe.» 
How true is that of Tacieus, lib. 4. Annal. Beneficia couſque lata ſunt; dum. vis : 
 dentur exolvi poſſe, :ubi multum antevenere,* pro gratia odium reddirur i, Kinds 
' meſſes are acceptable while they.may be repay d, but when they, exceed-all. poſſibility! 
| of recompence, ,they -meet with hatred inſtead of acknowledgment." Ihexe: as t 
no other way to be ſecure from the malice of ſome fort of »people, than: 
-in the place of ebliging them, to-keep. them at defiance, For whereas they » 
are altogether uncapable-ok, -being won and .impreffed by courtelies,” they: - 
are. either to be chained-up or menaced from doing miſchief. . 7 4 07 
And as all I have fuggelited, makes but tos ſuitable -an introduction. ;inte:t 
this following Diſcourſe of-the Aſſaſſination of the Earl-of Efex'z, 4 it is 
[ no ſmall refletion upon the honour of the Nation, and proclaims the exe»! 
'—_ -crablenels of the Fat, and impudent boldneſs of the Actors, that «they' 
|  durſt. perpetrate this -horrid villany not only in-the Royal Priſon, where the-: 
1 '-Government in:the account of the.Law+s reſponſible: and pledge: far the ſafes; 
ty of the captive, -but-in one of . his Majelties Palaces, - where the; King: 
himſelf is to. be eſteemed ſecurity for  the.pueſervation" and forthcoming of; 
| all who come under his roof. This/honorable. Gentleman' being :the Kings: * 
Priſoner, and-deprived -of 'all means:and advantages. of defending himfelf 3: 


| theſe truſted with the adminiſtration of the Government, and - particularly; 
1 the King, were to be reſponſible for-him in. caſe, he. miſcarried.\:Nar can'his? | 
Majeſties beſt friends, and theſe who are moſt zealous forhis honour, ithink: | 

| other wiſe of that villanous Fact, than -that they who where the.contrivers. 
| of it, intended at once. to. rob. the King-of 'one-of the beſt and-ableſt Mini-. 
ſters he had ever employ'd; and to give. a maftal waund to the Royal re-; 
/putation, by perpetrating.che: bJoody crime in "fuck a.place.. And whereas. 
the .2ucen had lain under:ancumputation of reprogeh., upon the account of. 
Sr.. Edmond Bury -Gadfrey's (being + aflaffinated 12 +Somerſer- hanſe,+ they. mighty 
hope to involve the |Kjng' under the-like diſhonor, .by-cutting| the "Throat. of; 
this Noble Peer in the Tower of London, A2 Nor 
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Nor 
means and of derefting fo horrid a murder, be judged either 
officious, - or held for- diffiffeted ro the Goverament, if he reveal what 
he hath attained ro the knowledg of, and publiſh thoſe evidences, which. 
as they have ſatisfied himſelf, may be ſufficient to convince all the unbyaz'd 


B Andi it is impoſſible he ſhould be a good Chriſtian, fo he ought not wo 


ſident, for bur offering to repreſent what he had learned in relation rathe 
deftrution of that hqnourable perſon. *Bur as we ſhall have occaſion to 
more:fully of that afterwards, 1 ſhall only add here, thar the ity ex- 
to Mr. Braddon, is fo far from deterring others ro purſue this af- 
fair, 'thar his" ill trearment'ar; the ' Council Board and Kings Bench, "was one 
of the motives of my undertaking this Province. And asby reaſon of the re- 
tirement 1 have conhned my ſelf unto, and the privacy I have uſed in fol- 
lowing theſe reſearches, I labour not under the inconvenience of dreading 
a: fine .or priſon which does ſo! much frighten others; fo I dare boldly affirm 
that the terror of theſe rhings, (were I to encounter them) would not fo 
affeft me, as to make me-negle&t what I reckon a _neceffary as well as an im- 


portant duty. Pat#ize deeffe quoad vita ſuppzeat, aliis trpe, mihi etiam nefas, was _ 


_ *the ſaying of Camilus in Livy. And tho-l be not fo vain and ambitious, as to ' 
defire the world ſhould know who I am, yet 1 judg it abſolutely needfuy 
that: they ſhould underſtand who I am not, feaſt others come into trouble 
for that which ought ' not- to be charged upon themg and which none bur 
my: KF. can with any <quity or jultice be'miade accountable for. And ſeeing 

Ir. Braddon hath been fingled forth /as rhe obje& of ſome men's indignation, 
for the ſervice he was willing to have done his Majeſty in the deteQion of 
this Murder ; . I reckon my elf bound to publiſh' to all the world that. 
know nor the Gentleman, and that to the beſt of my remembrance 1 never 
ſaw him, much leſs have-ever converſed, or had-any communication with 

AF kim. I will not deny, bur that he is-a-perſon whom F do infinitely eſteem for 

"01 his integrity, zeal; and ourage in-this matter ; yet I will not be { far inju- 
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ought any radi whom the providence &f God bath furniſhed with A 
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that will be ready to deckne him criminal, for the leaſt intercourſe 

i ken op fothing Sip berome fo obnoxious to the rage of 
Fauts and Weſtminſter-Hell 23 I tay come to be for this ſervice to 
OE mien — a a 

- But belides the common. ryes, which I lye under equally with the reſt 
mankind for endeavouring to dete& fy horrid and belive a Miner thets | 
are ſome ſpecial obligations upon me, by which I eſteem my ſelf more par- 
ticularly bound rhan others are, to do allthe right andjuſtice I can to-the nie- 
mory of this maſſacred Lord, and to redeem his Name' from the” infamy 
with which they have aſperſed him of being Felo de ſe. For I had.nor only rhe 
honour to be known to him, which Mr. Braddon pretends not utito, bur” be--- 
ſides the favouring me wich diverſe Teſtimonies of his reſpe&; he did me 
the kindneſs to own and befriend me at a junure, when I was ici io ſenall 
hazard from the malice of very Po as well as conſiderable 
And ſeeing that honourable Peer has been ſo unhappy, asto find nothirig but 
ingratitude as welt as injuſtice from thoſe of the higheſt and fablimeſt qua- ' 
liry whom he had moſt effeQually ſerved and infinitely obliged ; it is not 
amifs that the world ſhould underſtand here are ſome remains'of vertue and 
gratirude among the mean and lirtle people, and that tho their condition does - 
not inable them to recompence favours conferred- upon them- by grear per- 
ſons, yet they have that ingenuity which others want, viz, | to ſenſe and 
acknowledg them. 

And as I reckon it no ſmall honour to have been known to the' dzrcafed 
Peer, ſo 1 thereby enjoyed an advantage which others. wanted, namely an 
opportunity of learning rhe principles and. obſerving the Temper of that ex- 
cellent perſon. Whom as I found to be 'one imbu'd with the moſt vertuous 
and religious, as well as heroick and generous 'principles of any Noble Man 
in the Kingdom ; ſo I obſerved him to be *a Gentleman of the greateſt ſe- 
dateneſs of mind, leaſt ſubject to the undue agitation of unruly paſſions, 
and moſt under the condu&& of a calm, ſteady, ſtrong, elear and*well* poiſed 
Reaſon, of any Man of Quality, I ever had the happineſs of acceſs unto. 
And if either the ſuccors of Nature, Education, or Grace, were ſuth- 
cient to fortifie and preſerve a perſon from ſuch an enormity and crime, thea 
mult the Earl of Eſſex above all men be acquitted from. the guilt of {6 exe- 
crable a fact, as being contrary rothe Frame and conſtirution of his Nature, 


. 
; & 6 


' as well as te all the intelleftual and moral habirs of his Mind. So villarious a 


Deed, was inconſiſtent with his Temper, as well-as repugnant to his yertue.. 
A J | As 
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As he was an excellent Chriſtian, he durſt not allow a. thought that »might 
give encouragement to ſo heynous a ſin ; and as he was a well accompliſh | 


Gentleman, he ſcorned to render himſelf guilty of a thing that was ſo mean 
and. baſe. Nor was the folly of the Aflaſſinates leſs, in hoping to .obtain cre- 
dit to a report, that -the Earl of Eſſex cut his own . throat, than their 


wickedreſs was, in contriving and perpetrating themſelves, that bloody mur- 


.d n him. : ; | 
.Yea 25 if it. bad not been enough,to have frtt cut the throat of this innocent” 
-tho. unfortunate Earl, and then- tohave faſtned the guilt and infamy of their 


.owh Fact ypon his untainted vertue and ſpotleſs Soul ; they have ſought .to 
gain credit-to their .calumnious accuſation, ard to reconcile unthinking 
people tg thar- opinjon, by afixzming thar he uſed to commend and juſtihe 
ſc]f Murder, .in caſc there remained.no, other way to eſcape a capital puniſh- 
ment, and the being made a ſpectacle ro-the Ittle and gazing part of man- 
kind. . And to give the berter gloſs' to this -malicieus h&tion, they report 
that he uſed to extol the ation of his Ladies Grandfather .the .Dvke 
of Northumberland, who being priſoner in the 'Tower for :I'reafon, ſhot 
-himlelf in the head with a Piſle!. Pur as the Earl of Efex, had he emtertained 
{o ungodly a 1d corrupt a ſentiment, was more prudent and diſcreet .than 
to publiſh and avow an opinion: fa contrary to the Rules of Religion, the 
principles of honor, and the common ſenſe and pertuaſion of mankind ; . ſo 
..1t is enough to deteCct the falſehood as well as the malice that is in.this report, 
that the Authors and . diſperfers of it, citner dare not declare the perfons 


to whom the Ear! ſhould have diſcovered and revealed his mind '11 this ' 
matter, -or elſe ſuch as they have named for - vouchers of the truth '0 this” 


Atory, have not only Yenyed their having ar any time heard him expreſs 
the leaſt word in favour of ſelf murder, bur do aftrm with all the facred- 
-nefs imaginable, that* he uſed to ſpeak always of :it-with the, utmoſt abhor- 
rency, and to brand 'it as the greatelt and .moſt-heynous ſn. For whereas 
they have had the impudence to afhrm that this report either proceeded ori- 
ginally from his own :Lady, or was at leaſt - aſlented unto and atteſted 

' her; ſhe hath upon application to her Ladyoip For the knowledg e:of 


the truth or falſehood of this Story, not only with all the folemnity rc- 


quiſite in a matter of this' importance, vindicated 'my Lord from having ever 
ſpoken a word that might induce the Lawfulnels- of felf murder, .or give 


.countenance to a perſon's being .Felo de ſe, but ſhe hath further affirmed' 
that he uted to ſpeak againlt it with an emotion beyond what was' cuſto- 


-Tyary to him, and that he hath often declared that no circumftances what- 
 ſoever coujd extenuate the guilt, or tflen,the_ infamy of ſo unnatural and 
| | | wicked 
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- wicked a-Fa&t. ' So that this Story, which hath' been ſo malicioufly and in- 
duſtriouſly ſpread, to gain belief to the Report of my Lords having mur- 


thered himſelf, may upon this detetion of its Falſhood, be very jultly im- 
proved for. the eſtabliſhing an Aflurance that he was aflafſinated by, others. 
For it is impoſſible to imagine upon what other Mative it could be invented, 
unleſs to palliate the Crime of thoſe who had deſtroyed him: 7 

Burt ſhould it be granted thar-the late Eart of EJzx uſed to ſpeak with all 
Candor and ReſpeS&t of the Duke of Northumberland, who ſ1:w himſelf in the 
Tower ;. it was: no-more than what might be exp2Red from a Gentleman 
of Civility and good Breeding, partly out of Dscorum and Complacency to 
his Lady, whoſe Grand-father the faid Duke was, and: partly out of reſpe&t 
to that Noble Mans Perſonal Mzrit and Worth,: being upon many accounts 


a truly great Perſon. For is it not enough to condema a Fact, without 


heaping Obloquy and Reproach upon him that hath been guilty of it? It is 
fafficient to. repreſent the Evil of a Thing in Thef, and 'to demonſtrate the 
Sin. as well .as Diſhonour in committing ir; but it neither agrees with the 
Rules of Religion, nor the Meaſures of Converſation among Perſons of Qua- 
liry, - to. be over ſevere in.Hypotheſi, and to pronounce this or that Man wicked. 
and infamous, though-.upon rhe ſcore of that which we have doctrinally, and: 


in way of Argumentation.cenſured and condemned, . Nor was the Earl of 
Eſſex's Caſe parallel to: that of the -Dake of Northumberland, that the latter 


ſhould: make the former a-Prefident. For whereas that Duke was not only 


_accuſ#, but condemned for High Treaſon when he commitred that FaCt-; 


the Earl, though accuſed and committed, not only knew himlelf innocent of 
the Crime wherewith he was charged, but was well affured that there was 
no Evidence upon which they could proceed to try, and.much lefs- ro con- 
demn him. For of all the Witnefles who had undertaken the Drudgery of 
ſivearing Men out of their Lives, there was only my Lord H.- that could 


-pretend.ro ſo match as acquainrance with him- Whoſe Teſtimony being bur 


that of one*Man, and a very infamous ane roo, it could nar found an Indict- 
ment of "Treaſon, much . leſs be eſteemed a ſufficient Proof in Law for the 


Conviction and Condemnation of-the meaneſt Subje&.. 


And-this leads me to-another Topick, that the Earl of Eſex did not deſtroy 
himſelf, but was murthered by others. For whereas it is not only ſworn, 
that he cur. his own Throat, .but * chat be had ordered' bis Servants. two days 
befure, to provide: 4 Pen-knife for him,” on pretence of cutting his Nails ; but with 
an Intent, as . Bomeny inſinuates in his Depoſition, of committing that fatal and 
zragical AF : I doubt not but to make it appear, that he was fo far from - 

aly” 

*-Braddon's Triil, p. 45+ 55. 


pared by his own Cook, by reaſon of being curious in what he eat, but be- 
cauſe he was jealous, of his Safery whilſt his Meat was made ready by any of 
the Officers of the Priſon, and was not without Sufpition- that ſome violent 
and illegal means would be uſed towards his DeftruCtion. Nor is itt unworthy 
of our further remark, that he was fo far from having abandoned himſelf ro 
deſpair, or having entertained the leaſt thought of beirig his own Executie- 
ner, that the very day before the perpetration of the barbarous and horrid 
FaCt upon him, he had ordered a conſiderable quantity of the beſt fort of 
Wines to be bought and brought into his Lodgings for his own Drinking, 
reſolving out of a Regard to his Safety, rather than his Health, to taſte none 
that was fold in or about the Tower. And whereas he knew that they had 
no intentions at Court of. bringing him toa 'Tryal, nor indeed could, having 
but only one Perſon that pretended to be a Witneſs againſt him, he had ac- 
cordingly. appointed the providing ſuch a quantity for him, as would have 
 fufficed fome Months for his own drinking, till he could have been deliver- 
ed in a due Courſe of Law. Nor can unbiaſſed and impartial Men, make 
any other Inference and Dedu&tion from theſe Circumſtances, -than thar 
the Earl' of Eſſex, inftead of having deſigned any Violence upon himſelf, 
was only fuſpitious of what might be attempted againft, and perpetrated up- 
-on him by other Hands. : 

"Bur if we will allow our ſelves leave to obſerve, what the violent 
Death of that Earl hath been improved unto, and what Defigns his Majeſtics 
Juſtices 'vnd Miniſters have ſtudied to ferve by it ; we ſhall both ler our ſelves 
and the World into a fuller view and knowledge of this helliſh Myſtery of 
Darknefs, and be able to dete& the Contrivers of it, and by whoſe ericou. 
ragement and- Authority that excellent, though unfortunate Perfon wag 
brought ro an untimely and bloody Death. In order whereunto, we are to re. 
colle&t, how that after diverſe Contrivances and Eſſays. of involving Prote. 
ftants in Sham Plots againſt the Perſon of the King and the eſtabliſhed Go- 
vernment, they were at laſt poſſefled of a Pretence of a Confpiracy of thiy 
nature, and had furniſhed themſelves with ſome Witneſſes, who _ 
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'dertook the ſwearing the beſt and chiefeſt men of the Kingdom into a 
conjuration for levying war and deftruttion of his Majeſty. - But being 
conſcious that their witneſſes were nor of a-reputation to win belief to 
what they had prepared in charge againſt the principal Patriots of -our 
Religion and Laws, they reſolved to murther the Earl of Eſſex, (being 


one of theſe they had committed upon an accuſation of being guilty of | 


that pretended conſpiracy) and then to give out that he had deſtroyed 
himſelf from the ſhame and horror of being concerned ir fo treaſonabÞ a 
deſign, "This they judged to be the moſt effectual way to ſupport the cre- 
dit of their witnefles, and gain over the Nation to give faith to the truth 
and: reality of the plot. For as his Mejeſties Miniſters knew what infamous 
perſons moſt of the witneſſes were, and how far from deſerving that any 
thing ſhould be received from their Teſtimony ; fo they were very ſen- 
fibl' that the generality of the Kingdom were not over inclinab! to be- 
lieve a Proteſtant plot, there having been ſo many endeavours ' before, 
of impoſing upon them in this way and kjind. This was the deſign in or- 
der to which the murder of this honourabP and innocent perſon was/con+ 
trived and reſolved ; and to this end did the 4ttorney General and 'my Lord 
Chief Fuſticewith all the Eloquence and Arrtifice as well as all the malice 
they: are Maſters of, endeavour to make 'it uſeful and ſubſervient. The 
Lord. of Eſſex being committed to the Tower for the Plit, and killing himſelf 
there, was more, ſay's the Attorney General ; than a thouſand wiuneſſes: to 
_ open the eyes of the people, and confirm the belief of the conſpiracy. * There 
2was Digitus Dei in it, ſay's my Lord Chief Fuſtice Feffryes, and enough to 
ſatisfie all the world of the Truth of the conſpiracy, that the Earl of. Eſſex being 
___ of the great guilt he bad contratted” in being concerned in it, did 
rather than abide his Trial, and for the awoiding the methods of Juſtice in his 
020n - particular caſe deſtroy himſelf. The improvement of the Murder -of 
that noble Peer to the eſtabliſhing the belief of a plot, gives no final 


ground to ſuſpeft who were the contrivers-of his death, and upomwhat : 


deſign they did. firſt aflaſſinate,; and then endeavour to caſt and divert 
the infamy- and: guilt of jt upon himſelf. ' But I hope they will from their 

own way's of argumenitation, allowus the liberty of inferring, [that in caſe 
my Lord of Efſex was not Fejo dei ſe, that thenythere was:no ſuch Prote- 

ſtant plot as they:have filled the world with the noiſe of, ſeeing the only 

motives upon which they ſuppoſe-and alledg? his having committed that 

unnatural fa& upon himſelf,» were the reproach and horror of that” con- 

ſpiracy... Nay we doube nor, but that _ honeſt and difintereſted _ 

| | of 
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of mankind, will upon conviction of their having deftroyed that inno« 
cent Gentleman, become fully ſatisfied, that there hath been no ſuch 
' Treaſonable combination, as his Majeſties Miniſters have endeavoured to 
impoſe the belief of upon the Nation, but that all his Courc and Popiſh 
Sham, and only deviſed and franvd for ſubverting our liberties and Re- 
ligion, by cutting off thoſe that had the integrity and courage to eſpouſe 
the protection and defence of them. | 

* And as the end whereunto the unnatural death of my Lord Eſex is ap- 
- Plied and improved, ſhows by whom ir was contrived and effected ; ſo 
the Timing of that murder, does further evidence and demonſtrate,where 
the guilt of it ought to be charged, and what ſervice it was calculated 
for the promoting of For as if it had not been enough to murder one 
innocent perſon ina way of the moſt barbarous violence imaginable, they 
reſolved to adjuſt it to ſuch a juncture of time, as that it might ſerve to 
facilitate and compaſs the ruine of an other Noble Perſon in the. way of 
their Legal Form's. And therefore no ſooner was my Lord Ruſſe] entred 
on his Trial for life, upon- an indictment of being guilt of that preten 
ded conſpiracy for which the Earl of Efex ſtood committed, but they 
aſſaſſinated rhe oe in the Tower, and immediately diſpatched away the 
news of his having murdered himſelf to the 0/4 Bayly, thereby to amuſe 
and prepoſſeſs the. jury, and byaz them to convict that other virtuous, no- 
ble and innocent perſon.” And with what fatisfaCtion in themſelves, as 
well as malice and artifice againſt the priſonerat the Barr, did his Majeſties 
Councel lay hold on the tyd'ings, and apply them tuwards rhe begetting 
a belief of the guilt of that admirable. perſon who ſtood rhen arraigned, 
and whom they were at that very time harrangu'ing and 'pleading out of 
bis life. As if it had not. been enough to impreſs the minds of a jury ſuffi- 
ciently prejudiced, and which to all mens knowledge was groſly partial, 


for the Attorney General. to ſay, * That my Lord Ruſſel was one of the Coun- © 


cil for carrying on the Plot with the Earl of Eſſex, who had that morning 
prevented the hand of juſtice upon himſelf: ;. Sir George Jetferys comes after 
him, and adds in the winding up the evidence ra the jury juſt before they 
went. from , the Bar, and without all doubt the better to mould and de- 
termine them to find thy arrained perſon guilty, + That there wasgperbing 
could be ſaid in favonr of my Lord Ruſlel's innocency as to what he was ac- 


. uſed of, but what might be more ſtrongly __ in behalf of the Earl of 


Eſſex, who wevertheleſs from a conciouſneſs of being guilty of that deſperate 
eonſpiracy, bad brought himſelf to an untimely end, to avoid the merhads of pub- 
EY lick 
* My Lord Ruſſel; Tryal, p. 38. 4 1b. p. 59. 
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lick juftice. Yea ſo evident was it to all impartial perſons, who werethe 
preſent at the Tryal, that the Murder of the Eat! of Eſſex was not yy 
petrated by himſelf but by others, and that ir was timed and adjuſted to: 
that ſeaſon, in order to influencing the jury to give up my Lord Ruſſel with 
the more eaſe as a ſacrifice and victime to the rage of the Court ; that a ve- 
Ty noble Lord, who was alwaysinthe intereſts of #hireball; and who was 
then very zealous in the proſecution of thoſe accuſed for the Plot, being at 
that time onthe Bench, did upon the hearing of my Lord of E/ex's death, 
and who were then walking in the Tower when it fatally fell our, and 
upon obſerving with what diligence,care and artifice the news was brought 
into Court as my Lord Ruſſe} was at the Bar, and how the Kings Coun- 
cil thereupon acted their parts, riſe up in great conſternation from the 
Bench where he fat, and pulling his hat over his eyes preſs out of Court, 
faying he plainly ſaw the bottom of the buſineſs, and all the Myſteries 
wrapt up in is. And indeed ſuch influenceand ſucceſs had the news of the 
Earl of Efſex's having murder'd himſelf, from the ſhame and horres he 
was under for being concerned in the Conſpiracy whereof my Lord Ruſſet - 
ſtood then arraigned, that diverſe ofthe 1:qzeft have confeſſed and acknow- 
ledged, that the Report of the Earl's death, eſpecially as improved and 
managed by the Kings Council, had greater power over their minds for 
the convitting him, than all the other evidence which was given, and 
that they do really believe they ſhould never have found him guilty with- 
out the intervention of that fatal ſtroke, and the crafty application which 
_ the Kings Council at Law made of it. But ſo far was the Earl of Eſſex 
from entertaining any foregoing thoughts of murdering himſelf, or from 
calculating the perpetration of it to that unhappy ſeaſon, that the very day 
before my Lord Ruſe/'s Trial,(being alſothe day before his own-Throat was 
cut) he gave private direCtions to his Sreward, to place himſelf with all 
the conveniency in Court which he cou!d at the ſaid Trial, the better to 
rake the evidence in ſhort hand, infiruting him withall how he might af- 
' terwards convey it to him for his peruſal and to be madeule of as heſhouid 
have occaſion And as the Earl of Eſex wasa perſon of that ſedateneſs, ho- 
nor and vertue, that no rational or good man can believe he would commit - 
ſo horrid a crime upon himſelf; ſo-ſuch was the entire friendſhip between 
him and my Lord Ruſſe], that we muſt renounce common ſenſe and rea- 
ſon, before we can admit that the Earl of Eſſex would be guilty of ſo hei- 
nous an injury to his deareſt and beſt Friend, as to calculate and adjuſtthe 
murdering bimſelf ro ſuch a ſeaſon, which he muſt needs know would be 
too probable a means, to derive the deſtruftion of a perſon whom he infi- 
nicely valued and loved after it. 'B2 | Ha- 
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Having now ſhown the end unto which the murder of this incompara- 
ble £4rl was deſigned and adapred, and the improvement which was made 
of it, not only through endeavouring to eſtabliſh rhereby the belief of a 
Hroteſtant Plot in general, but to compaſs and facilitate the ruine of that 
religious and noble perſon my Lord Ruſſel in particular ; we ſhall as a 
further inducement ro perſwade and convince the inquiſitive part of man- 
kind, that ſome about St, Fames's and Whitehall where the contrivers and 
authoriſers of that-barbarous aflaſſination, lay open and unfold the motive 
and; pique upon which ic was done, and what it was whichgave the origi+ 


nal riſe to ſome mens implacable malice againſtthat loyal as well as virtuous - 


perſon. And as it cannot be denied bur this late Nobl Earl had received 
Titles of honor, and placesof Truſt, intereſt and advantage from his Ma- 
zeſty ; fo itwill be acknowledged that not only his Facher bur himſelf,had 
laid all the obligations upon the Crown,;which it was poflibl' for Subjects 


in way of Ating or Suftering to do. Nor is it leſs evident, that notwith- | 


ſtanding both the Father my Lord Capel's Laying down his life for Charles 
the Firſt, and the Engliſh Monarchy,” and his Son Eſſex's manifold 'ſuffe- 
rings and ſervices [for Charles the Second and the Royal Family ; yet 
this. honorable Perſon inſtead of quietlypoſſeſſing any longer the .juſt re- 
wards of his 62yn and Fathers merits, or-enjoying any more the wonted 
ſigns of -his Princes favour, was/nort onely Uebarred from, and deprived of 
the refpe&t and confidence which his Majeſty had uſed to ſhow him, but 
was become the objett of a great mans 'implacable hatred and bound- 
les malice: For though the Earl of Efex wasa' perſon, whom nothing.could 
corrupt from his loyalty toi the-King and the Eftabliſhed Government 5 yet 
he was alſoa ſincere and” zealous Patriot of the Laws and Liberties of the 
Kingdom, and a couragious Defender as well as owner of the Proteſtant 
Religion.  Andas he was none of thoſe mercinary, baſe, and'timorous 


Lords, who would -either connive at, or concur in the introduction of - | 


_ Slavery and Popery-; fo he was one of «the prinoipal of thoſe-heroick and 


generous Peers, who had been active in detefting rhe Popiſh Conſpiracy, - 


and who had laboured with the'greareft induftry-rof prevent the efftetts of 
that helliſh-comurarion-of the Vatican, Lowvre and 'St. Famers, 'for the 
extirpation of the Reformed Worſhip, andthe ſubverſion of the ancient 
Laws and Priviledges of England. And as'he was known to underſtand 
more'of'the nature-and extent of the Popiſh Conſpiracy, and who were 
*concerne@iin it;--afnU 'to' what degree, rhan-moſt perſons in theiKingdom 
Either wereoreverhad oportunities' for ; ſo nothing can-be moreeertain, 
hart thatias hereby the became-the moſt-dangerous:man in the'whole Na- 
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tion to the Papiſts, but that he-muſt conſequently bethe moſt ſfeciatbb+ 
jott of rheir jealouſie, fear, and hatred. For-as his publick Seation in belav!; 
as well as his having been long a Member of His Majefty% Privy Councilin; 
England, furniſhed him with manifold advantages, which others wanted, 
of knowing the tendency, and penetrating into the bottom of all che:De-' 
figns and Counfels which have been carrying on-againſt our Religion and: 
Legal Government ; ſo his ſcorning and abhorring to ſacrifice /his Con-! 
| ſcience and Honour by either falling in with the:Confpiratovs; ar 'by a- 
voiding to withſtand and oppoſe them in their arremprs-for the incroduction 
and eſtabliſhment of Popery and Arbitrarinefs, made them to: think of 
all ways and means how to deftroy him And beſides cheſe forementioned 
advancages which he had above oaking men, of knowing all che:!dmenfions 
of. the Popiſh Plot ; 'he received no ſmall acceffion of 'light in'ochar affair, 
by having been always a Member of thoſe Secret: Commirrees, .which-had: 
the Examination of Perſons, and Infpettion of Papers," concerning that . 
deviliſh Conſpiracy. Nor was the Earl infenſible of: the danger ihe wag in 
upon this account, and accordingly was wont ſometimes co ſay ro'bis igci- 
mate friends, that as generally all:che Papiſts, and-more:particularly:ſuch 
of them as-make-the greateſt figure/in the Kingdam Ureadetbhim by '7cas 
ſon of the detection he was-able to make.of their horrid 'Macthinacions; to 
he could not be wifhout apprehenfion, bur chatirhey would feck roideſtroy 
him in order to prevent it. Alas poor Eſſex, thy reſpeCt'toſoniewhom + 
forbear to name, made thee wanting to fave the Nation anal rhy-ſelf, by: 
revealing that while -we had Parliaments, the! knowledge > whereof would: - 
haveibeerv a means tohave prevented our:rdne'; and as chowarrmow:itt 
rewarded for thy tenderneſs to thoſe ungratefull mgn;' ſo we are ar once- 
anhappily robbd of the great 7n/trumenr that: could have unmasked- per- 
ſons and things, and denied Parliaments, from whoſelegal Authority as well: | 
as united Counſels and Wiſdom, we can only, under God,' hope for che- 
preſervation-of England from becoming/the Sear of Popery,, and mhe Thea» . 
cre of Tyranny. Nor ought it r6-ſtem ſtrarige chav chemaliggot thePapilts,. 
and of thoſe who have canfſpiret'again{tour Rights andPriviledges, ſhould. 
tranſport chemro char\meaſure and degree of rage againſt aipevſon, who- 
had not only faithfully ſerved-his Majeſty and the Crown, bur fromwhom- 
they could expet-no oppoſition but what was founded in-the authority of 
our Laws,and promoted in a Parliamentary-way,and which the Kinghim- 
ſelf is bound*by- his Oath as well as the ————_—— repoſed-in.him; to - 
ſecand and give caunrenance unto; For betides diverte Gentlemen of thar- 
temper and: character, whom they _ deſtroyed -or-condetnned by and: 
3. 


under; 
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under a Form of Law,. but indeed contrary to all the Laws of the Land, 
and againſt the worſt preſidents even in the moſt abſolute and deſpotical 
times ; there may be ſeveral Gentlemen mentioned whom they have cut 
off without the Form of any Proceſs, meerly becauſe they either thought 
themſelves prejudiced and withſtood by them in their deſigns, or were a- 
fraid of them by reaſon of the diſcovery which they were able to give of 
their conjurations againſt the Kingdom, and of the villanies they bad com- 
mitted in ſubſerviency to the eſtabliſhment of Popery and Tyranny. For 
not to mention either the Condemnation of that moſt Honourable Perſon 
the Earl of Argyle; nor the Condemnation and Execution of that gallant 
Gentleman Collenel Sydney, nor the late Barbariry uſed againſt their an-- 
cient Servant Sir 7 howas Armeſtrong, all which were directly repugnant to 
the Laws of the reſpettive Kingdoms, and contrary to all proceedings in 
other criminal and capital Caſes ; were not my Lord Lucas, Sir Robert 
Brookg, and Sir Edmondbury Godfrey without being ſo much as arraigned or 
accuſed, murthered by them, only becauſe they either found them oppo- 
ſite to their Romiſh and Arbitrary deſigns, or knew them capable of. re- 
vealing their helliſh Counſels and Actions againſt the Nation, the eſtabliſh- 
ed Government, and the Reformed Religion ? What Family in England 
had done or ſuffered more for Monarchy, and for his preſent Majeſty as 
well as his Father, than that of my Lord Lucas, ſome whereof had ſacrifi- 
ced their Lives,and all loſt their Eſtates and Fortunes, upon the alone ſcore 
and account of their Loyalty ; and yet notwithſtanding all this, my late 
Lord Lucas could no ſooner declare his jealoufie concerning the entrench- 
ments which were making upon the Laws of the Land, and with zeal and 
courage avow his integrity in the Proteſtant Religion, and his reſolution to, 
aſſert by all legal ways the ancient Rights and Priviledges of England, but 
the Confpirators againſt our Religion and Laws, contrived and reſolved 
the death of that worthy Patriot, and found means to poyſon him by ſub- 
orned and hired inſtruments. And for Sir Robert Brooks, tho' he had not 
been called raghar ſervice for the Crown, nor had the misfortune to ſuffer 
in that degree for the Monarchy,which the former noble Perſon had ; yet 
he' was never wanting in Loyalty to his Majeſty, but always ſerved him 
with faithfulneſs in his capacity, and upon all occaſions expreſſed the uc- 
moſt readineſs to maintain and promote the greatneſs of the King and ho- 
nour of the Throne; Nevertheleſs that worthy Gentleman had no ſooner 
ravelled into the burning of London, and traced that execrable deed to St, 
Famess,which as Chairmanof the Committee that was appointed to inſpect 
and ſearch after the Authors of that dreadfull conflagration, he had both 
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occaſionand was juſtified by his place to do; but the Romiſh Fattion whe 
had perpetrated that horrid villany, took up a reſolution to cut him off, 
partly in revenge of his zeal and ſervice to the Ciry and Kingdom in that 
matter, and partly to diſcourage others from medling-in a point which ſo 
neerly touched ſome of the greateſt, as well as to prevent the publication 
of the reſearches and diſcoveries he had made. And whereas Sir Robert 
upon an entertainment of apprehenfions and jealouſies in himſelf, as well 
as upon the warnings and informations he had' received from friends, of 
a defign againſt his Perſon and Life, did on the Prorogation of the Parlia- 
ment withdraw the Kingdom to avoid their fury ; yet theſe implacable. 
and blood-thirſty men, who never pardon either thoſe that aftually have, 
or are in a Capacity to injure them, hired affaſſinates to dog and purſue 
him whitherſoever he went, who at laſt taking him at an agvantage drow- 
ned him in a river where he was about to waſh and refreſtt himſelf. And 
for Sir Edmondbury Godfrey, all that are not wilfully and perverſely igno- 
rant, are ſo fully inſtructed both of the barbarous murther commicred up- 
on that Gentleman,and from what motives and inducements,and by whoſe 
countenance and authority he was affaſſinated, thar 1 ſhall nor trouble my 
ſelf or the Reader by enlarging on that villanous which we have hi- 
therto wanted the courage to make a perſon at St. Famess anſwer for: 
Upon the whole, it can be no ſurprife to thinking and obſerving perſons, 
to hear that the Earl of £fex was, by the Authority of a great Man; mur- 
thered and aſfaſſinared ; ſeeing ir is no more, than whar he and our Arbi- 
trary and Popiſh Miniſters, have practiſed upon ſeveral others, whoſe 6ppoſt 
tion, power, wiſdom and intereſt, they did not fo dread and apprehend, 
as they did the zeal, courage,integrity,prudence,and figure as well efteem 


in the Kingdom, of thar truly, great and honourable Peer. © -- + - > 
- As the Topicks which we have already inſiſted upon, admmiſter ſuffici- 
ent ground to believe that the Earl of E/ex did not murcher himſelf, bur 
was villanouſly aſſaſſinated by others ;-ſo itis rendred moreplain and evi- 
dent from the Reports which were ſpread abroad both of his dearth andthe: 
manner of it, before that barbarous Fact was commirted, or at leaſt before 
the Fame of it could reach the placeswhere itwas told and related. Fr hath 
been always eſteemed a rational ground of accufing the Spamards and 
Feſuites of the aſlaſſnation of Henry the Fourth of France; * that the news 
of his death was not only reported in Spain, Millan and Flanders.fore 
days if not weeks before the miſcreant Ravilliack gave him: the fatal ſtab, 
but becauſe a Conrrier paſſing through Lyxemburgh both related the news 
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»of his death a week-before he was murdered, and-had-the.impudence.to 
declare.that, ke was carrying the Tidings of-it to the Princes of Germany, 
' ©'The mats of Parliament, that had the examination of the byrning 
of London, Anno 1666. judged. it no ſmall evidence thar the. City. wasburnr 
on deſign,and through the: treachery of the Papiſts,that the news of it had 
not only been reported-in diverſe patts of Erg/and before that-fatal con- 
flagration. fell out, but writren from beyond ſea as the diſcourſe.whichthp 
Teſuits entertained their favourites and privado's-with.Nay it was both one 
.of the firlt means:of diſcovering. by whoſe contrivance Sir Edmundbury God- 
frey had been murder'd, and wasalſo urged, and allowed upon my Lord 
Stafford's Trial asa. proof of the Papiſts being guilty of that aſlaſſination,that 
the news of Sir £dmuxd's being killed was related ſixty or ſeventie-mile off 
1n the Countrey. before it was known at London what was become of him. 
 Nor.indeed. cM it be. imagined how matters of Fact, ſhould come to be 
told, before-they areaCtted or committed, but by granting that ſuch things 
were reſolved upon and deſigned, and that they came to be vented and 
ralk'd off by reaſon of the blabbing humour eitherof ſome Perſons acceſſy- 
ry tothe contrivance, or entruſted with the knowledgeof what had beep 


- agreed/unto and determined in more ſecret Cabal;. So that we may ra- 


tionally. hape, the ingenuous part of mankind will eſteem themſelves 
mygh ons tned in reference to the manner of the Earl of E/ex's death, 
and enabled to conclude who-were the contrivers and perpetrators of the 
villanous aſſaſſination of that renowned perſon, if we repreſent unto them, 
with all the diſtin&tneſs we can, the reports which went of it, both in Ci- 
ty. and Countrey: before the Commiſſion of the abominable Fact, or at leaſt 
betors thetidings could reach the places whereit wasſpoken and diſcourſed. 
Nor will it be unbt to begin with, that which. a. Woman of.Quality. hath re- 
latech to diverſe perſons, and which ſhe is ready toſwear in the preſence of 
any Magiſtrate when. called thereunto, namely that being the day before 
the Rania ops each beſtowing .a, viſit upon ſome of her acquaintance, 
and:there.happening inthat.cenveriation a diſcourſe concerning chat unfor- 
Tuna; Gentleman. Sir Edwupdbury; Godfrex, who becauſe of: the incelli 
ac © hehad regeived from Golomnnas wellas the Depoſition made before 
4 jan by De. Oatr,abont the Popih Con Lacy againſt the King and, the,Go- 
VErRment,, was. batbarouſly murdered Awno 1678. a Gentleman. then in 
i the freedom :and baldneſs to ſay ihat.there. 210uld appear on 
farm 
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Hhemorreweangtber.,S, Falmundbury Godfrey, Thisthough the Lady could nor 
280-thatirims fahom'and comprehend, yer being ſurpriſed with the,gxprel: 
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ſion, ſherelated ir:toher Siſter, that evening when ſhe came home. - And. 
upon hearing the next day that the Earl of £f-x was'mnrdered, and how.it, 


was reported, That he ſhould have cuthis own Throat; the poor Lady; tho. 


ſtrangely alarmed wich the News, could not but immediately make this re-. 


flexion, That what ſhe had look't upon overnight as 4-Parable and Myſtery, .- 


was then deciphered and unriddled, and that the Earl muſt needs have.come 


co that untimely end, by. the Treachery and Villany of others: Tothis we. 


ſhall ſfubjoin what Mrs. Mews, a Geurtlewoman, 'who alſo lives in London, 
| was ready to Depoſe upon Oarh, relating ro a previous report of chis nature," 


at Mr. Braddon's Trial. For being on Thurſday the 1 2th, of ?uly ( which was- 


the day: before my Lord of F ſex death ) travelling with her Daughter in a 


Coach from the City down to Berkſhire ; ſhe is ready to {wear that her- 
Daughter then told her how ſhe had heard it reported, That one of the. 
Lords committed for the late Plot had cur his Throat in . the Tower, Which 
fully evidenceth, That there was a diſcourſe not bs. of his death, but 'the- 


manner of it, antecedently to his Fatal and Tragical end. Bur the Daughter 
being with Child, and near her time, and therefore not daring to venture 
abroad, nuch leſs into the Court at Mr. Braddey's Trial'; my Log Chief 
7#ſtice would not ſuffer the Mother (tho ſhe was there and ſworn) to be 
examined, alledging, That becauſe ſhe could not Depoſe on her own know- 
ledge, but only on the report of her Daughter, it was no evidence, and 
therefore againſt all judicial forms to admit it. But as Mr. #«llop well re- 


plied, * It was evidence there wa ſuch a talk, previous to my Lord of Efſex's- 
death, fol may add, That by-conſequence he did not murder himſelf, but. 
was a{lafſinated by others. Nor was it only in and about the Town that my , 
Lord of -Efſ-x was reported to have cur his Throat, at lea{lt a day if not more - 


before he came to his untimely end; bur che ſame was diſcouried of at a con-. 
{iderable diſtance in the Country, and related after the ſame manner and 


with the ſame circumſtances For one Mr. Fielder, a Shopkeeper, in Audwer, 


2 Town removed from Lodo above fifty Miles; poſitively ſwears that it 
was talk'r there the 1 3th. and 127h. of July, That the Earl of Efex had car his 
Throat in the Tower, whereas he was not killed ti] thie 1 34h. nor could the 
news arrive {o far inthe ordinary way of conveying Intellizence before the 
14th. And the faid Mr. Fie/aer furcher avers, That this was to commonly Gt: 
{courſed of, from wedneſday nighe till Fridaynoon, that he ſuly expetea the 


confirmation of it by the Polt-Letters, which were to arrive that day; . Bur 


finding no mention in thoſe Letcers of any (ach thing, tho chey all agreed in 
the reiation of che Earl of Efex's commitment co tize Tower, I concluded 
| tere 
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there could be no trath in the report, but withal wondred how fach a thing 
" cmeto be talk'd of: Andtherefore when the certain newsof my Lord's death 
was brought to _A»4over about Saturday noon, by fome Cloathiers that 
came out of Zondon on Friday at twelve of the Clock, he could not but be a- 
maſed at the report which had been-current among them two days before. 
But my Lord Chief ?nſtice was pleaſed to ridicule all this, when it was depoſed 
at Mr: Bradaon's Trial, * as a contrivance to deceive the Kinds SubjeXs, and to ſet 
ms together by the ears, ſtiling it ſtuſf, rak'd out" of Dynghills, and pick'd up on 
prerpoſe-to kindle a fire, and ſet us all into a flame, But can his Lordſhip think 
that his bluſtering, his impudence, and che huffing the World with foamin 
wrathful ſpeeches, are enough to take off che polttive teſtimony of an hone 
and credible perſon, and who had ſpoken- of chis report long before he 
thought any improvement would be made of it > Nor js it ſufficient to blaſt 
the reputation 'of the Man, or detract from the Truth of what he ſwore, 
that he could not particularly name the perſons that had reported it ; becauſe 
a3 he never expected to be called into queſtion about it, ſo he had no occa- 
{jon to recollect it, till he was ferved witha /ab pam to appear: at Mr. Brad- 
do's Trial, which was above five Months: after the time of the ſaid talk 
and diſcourſe. And beſides how many things are there, which a publick 
Skopkeeper, as this perſon is, may hear his Cuſtomers ſpeak of, which he 
would be nonpluſt to give an account* of the Authors of at a weeks end ? 
Nay by how much a Report is common, ( as he ſays this was at Andover ) by 
ſo much are we apt to negle&t by whom it hath been particularly related. 
And the more our underſtandings are ſtrack with the horror of a matter de- 
Clared to us, the leſs do weadve:rt by whom ir is ſpaken, and the more un- 
prepared are our memories to treaſure up the names of the'reporters. Nor 
was it at A»dover only, that it was reported the Earl of Efſex had cut his 
Throat, the day before he was killed 3 bur the ſame ſtory and cloathed with 
the ſame circumſtances, was diſcourſed of before his death in divers other 
Places. For T am not only credibly informed, That the Earl of Zſzex's having 
cut his Throat, was reported on Thzr/day, being the day before his death, 
. at Parmiſter in Wiltſhire, which isdiſtant from Loxdon about eighty Miles ; 
bat there is one Thomas Cox, who lives near Bruningham, that did poſitively 
declare, That the ſame was told him in that Town the 1 2th. of 74h, whereas 
my Lord wasnot killed in the Tower till the 13. And beſides all this to evi- 
dencea Report of that Noble Perſon's being Murthered, previous to the com- 
1jfion of the Fatt; there are two Informations more delivered upon Oath 

"Mr. Braddon's Trial, one by Jeremiah Burgrs, that lives.at Marlborrough, 


. who 
+. Bradd. Trial Þ. 39, 39. 


(19) | 


who {wears that he heard it ;at Frome, a place go/Milesfrom Team"; tlie 


very day that the Earl of £ſex died; and another by one Lene: that lives - 


_ at Marleborrough, who depolteth, That being riding on the Road within three 
or four Miles'of A4»d-ver, on Friday inthe Afternoon, the ſame day that the 
Earl of Eſex was murdered, he was told by a perſon, whom he fell in wjth 
on the way, That the faid Earl had cnt his Throat in the Tower. And not- 
withſtanding all the affronts and diſcouragements put upon-thoſe two 'Wit- 
nefles whilett they were giving their Teſtimony, and notwirhſtanding all 
theſcornand conreinpt wherewiuh * Sir George feffery's endeavoured to ex- 
pole and ridicule whar they Depoſed ; yet I dare venture their Informations 
upon-the Faith of all indifferent and ingenuous Men, whether they donor 
Zxpndantly prove that there was ſuch a Report ſpcead abroad antece- 
dently co my Lord of Efſex's death, or at leaft before the ridings of it-conld 
reach.ſo:far, as that he had cut his Throat in che Tower. + Only 1 ſhall. crave 
liberty to-make two or three refexions on theſe:Depolitions, and they'ſhall 
' not only be-natural andeafie, and far from being wrefted and excorted on 
_ of what was faid, but they ſhall be ſuch as muſt apoovily Ligne nd 
ſtrengthen a;beliefchat my Lord of Efex did noc-marder himſelf, but was 
through the comrivance and malice of others barbaroutly* aflaffinared b 
hands of Ruthans/and execrable Villains. And the firſt is, That it oughttg 
reckoned asa wonder, and aſcribed only-to the over-ruling Providerſe' 
God, that will not ſuffer a Crime ſo hatefal ro:Heaven, and-to rainousco Hh 
- mane Society, to fall our without keaving ſome prints "and footſteps by 
which -.it may-betraced and detected, thata Crime ſo enormousavit felf,o 
provoking and exaſperating to/Mankind, and 'which the'Aurhors' of, and 
Actors in, would be loth ro bear the ignominy, . and undergo the- puniſh- 
ment, that :{o horrid a guilt fubje&s them unto, ſhould be communicatedto 
ſo many and ſo commonly talkr of before the Fact. Bur by how much 'Re- 
\ venge is one of. the (weeteſt paſhons, and moſt grateful to depraved narare, 
by {o much hath ita power and vertue in it, to cauſe Men to-open and-unbe 
{ome themlelves, from the {ſatisfaction which it yields, and the delightful 
ouſt that it affords them. And tho the Papiffs were at that time e xceec 


ly tranſported with joy, partly through their having thamm'd a Plor upon . 


the Proteſtants which they (uppoſed would extinguiſh the remembranceof 
their own, and partly from the hopes they had, of appeatingthe Ghoſts 
of their Ty»bar» Martyrs, with the Blood of Eng!i/ Hereticks; yet they 
could not but be uneaſte in their minds, to think that- the Earl of Efex, 
whom they ſo. peculiarly hated , and an: to unmazk their de- 
2 
* See Braddon's Trial þ. 37, 49, 50, $I. 
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ſigns, as well as intereſt in the Nation and reſentment for being committed, 


they ſo much appi1ehended and feared, ſhould be able to- eſcape their hands, 


. through want of evidence againſt him, which made it needful for rhe heads 


of the Romith Faction, to: let their little clamours and talkative votaries 
know, how they had reſolved to uſe and employ force and violence for the 


deſtruction of that ſo much dreaded Enemy, whom mercenary Judges and 


ſuborned and pick t Furies would not ſerve to cut off in the way of Legal 
and judicial Forms. Nor is it improbable but that the Contrivers of this No- 
ble Man's death, might have refolved the execution and commiſſion of the 
Fact ſooner, and that the reaſon of adjourning irc, was to adjuſt it to the ſea- 
ſon of my Lord Rfſels's Trial,. thereby to make the murder of the one ſub- 
ſervient and uſeful t9 the death of the ocher 5 but that thoſe acquainted with 


the firſt Reſolution, had from a forwardneſs of obliging their friends, too 


haſtily given them intelligence of the thing as already done, when it was not 
as yet perpetrated,nor committed, by reaſon of the later Reſolution. The 
econd obſervation | would make upon the forementioned reports, 15, That 


tho' they were vented by ſeveral perſons, - yet they not only agreed in the 
matter of che Earl of Eſſex's death, but they accorded alſo in the way - 


and manner of.it. namely, that he had cut his Throat. Which plainly ſhows 
that it was not vulgar Tattle vented at random, bur that it had its foundati- 


-on-4n 4 previousand fixed reſolution that he ſhould undergo that unhappy 


fate. Nothing but a ſteddy and decerminate cauſe, can produce a ſteddy and 
inate effect. Had the report taken its riſe in the jealoufies of his friends, 


or-owed its birth to the fearful apprehenſions of the common people 3 they 


"would, have rather dream'd of his being poyſon'd, as being more ſafe for 


the Actors to., perpetrate, . and requiring the acceſſion of fewer hands, than 


have ever imagined that his throat ſhould be cur. . It is impoſſible to con- 
ceive that the Reports of fo pr ſeveral perſons, ſhould not only agree 
1n thematter of his death, bur all harmoniſe and center in the very circum- 


Nance of the manner of itz unlels it had originally proceeded from ſuch as 


had contrived and derermined-borh the murder ir ſelf, and the: way wherein 
it fhould be commitced. . For when reports have their foundation only in 
mnens- fancies, they will always vary according to the different rempers, 


* paſſions and compiex1ons of the Reporters. The third deduction which I 


would infer from the premiſed Reports, is, That they could not be. fiftions 
and forgeries of Lyers and People Romantickly diſpoſed. For how could ſo 
many perſons, and at ſuch diſtances-from one another, and berwixt whom 
there-was never any correſpondence, agree and combine together to-impoſe 
upoy the Wor!id. and to abuſeche Faith of Mankind? And as. they all feem 
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to be perſons who abhor tricks, and who would not be guilty of ſpread- 
ing, much leſs of raifing a ſalſe Report? fo it is beyondthe wit of man to 


declare,” how it ſhould cometo be the intereſt of Gentiewomen, and Country 


Tradeſmes to bethe Authorsof ſuch a Story that my Lord of Eſſex had cut 


his throat before it was done. And for any to imagine that the Fanaticks- 


were the framers of it, is to repreſent them not only wicked bur fooliſh; and 
to ſuppoſe they would difſerve themſelves, as well as ſlander and reproach 
their nobleſt and beſt friend. | eh" 
And what clearer evidence, or greater confirmation can there be, .of the 
Earl of Eſxs not having been Felo de ſe, but-treacherouſly fnurdered by 
others, and that they who were the Authoriſers of that horrid aflaffination, 


are perſons of great power and intereſt at Court; than that there have been. 
Letrers ſent: and propoſals made to ſome noble Lords near the King, that 
his Majeſty will but grant a — to two or three men who ſhall be named: 

, and that then the whole intrigue and myſterie 


when that grace is indulge | 
. :of that helliſh-contrivance ſhall be diſcovered, and the curvy as well as 
-perpetrators of it -particularly detected, with a full account of all the cir- 


' .cumſtances of itsexecution. *Tis true 1 dare nor affirm, that thoſe Letters - 


| have been ſhown to his Majeſty, orany interceſſion uſed with him. in pur- 
Auance of that overture and propoſal ; but this I may juſtly fay, that if they 


-have neglected' it, they muſt needs either know or: ſuſpect, that there are 


perſons of too great power as well as _ intereſted and ccncerned jn thar 
.execrable villany.. For we can ſuppoſe 


might avert wrathnot only from the Throne and Kingdom, but from their 
.own perſons and families, through bringing enormous offenders and exe- 
crable aſfaſſinates to puniſhment. - But alaſs ! that a TEIN they are un- 
der, of CT I upon them X 
able to expoſe the Malefactors to juſtice, frightens them from the diſcharge 


of that duty which they owe both ro God and'Men. The having heard -what : 
2. Great Man ſhould fay in reference ro Mr.” Braden, namely, that he was - 


ravelling into (uch a buſineſs, but that he was reſolved to r#ine him if all the Law 
of England wox!d do it ; makes every man affraid as wel! as ſenſible whar 
he may encoupter if he havethe boldneſs to intereſt bimſelf in this. affair. 
O degencrate off ſpring of brave-and heroickanceſtars'! 'were it not much 


more eligible ro rurhazard by acquirtiog your ſelves as perſons of honour in 


diſcharge of your duty, than to ſeek for ſafety by involving your perſons 
and poſterity under the guilc of that abominable and villanous Fa&. And 


beſides , can they otherwiſe hope; than that through conniving at fo _ 
3. ri 
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ppole no other motive, upon which. men - 
of honour would decline a ſervice {6 acceptable to God, and whereby they 


ves, inſtead of being . 
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-rid amurder committed upon another perſon, and one-who was of a tank 
and condition equal to themſelves, they ſhall ar Jaſt undergo the (ame 
or the like fate, whenſoever they have the unhappineſs and misfortune to 
Fall under the wrath of a certain Geatleman at Sr. fawes's. But over and 
above the two Letters that were ſent to noble perſons very near the King to 
be communicated to his Majeſty, there was another Letter addrefled toche 
Cexnteſs of Eſſex, and in order to the being conveyed co her Ladyſhip, 
directed to be left with one Mr. Cadman a Bookſeller in the New Exchange 
in the Srrand; the Tenor whereoi was, that if her Honowr would prevail 
with the King for a pardon, to one that would diſcover how my Lotd came by his 
death, or obtain of his Majeſty a . proclamation , aſſnring forgrueneſs to any 
"who ſhould come in and deteft by whom and after. what manner my Lord was 
murder d , that npoy either of theſe ſecurities, the way of the | Earl of Eſſex's 
Aſſaſſmatien , ſhould be revealed, and laid open with all its circumſtances. 
This Letrer was in Augulſt laſt brought by a young woman to Mr. Cadmas's 
'Shop, who finding him ſleeping on the infide-of his Counter, told him that 
'ſhe had brought him a Letter directed to my Lady. Efex concerning my 
Lords death, which fhedefired he would read, being to:thatend-lefe open 
'and unſealed. - But Cadmas being drowlie and {till inclined to fleep, inftead 
of taking notice what ſhe ſaid, thruſt ber from the Counter as an. officious 
and troubleſome perſon, and. commanded her to goabout her buſineſs. 
Yet having after his being throughly awake both peruſed the Letter, and 
conſidered the impertance and conſequence of it, he judged himfelf in pru- 
denee obliged to carry it to a Magiſtrate, which gra 6 he did to one 
Hinton a Juſtice of Peace in Covent Garden, who as I have been credibly 
informed: went with it to one of the Secretaries of State, This Letter as 1s 
moſt juſtly conceived was written by  Bowexy 3 foraſmuch as he not only 
Feemed about that time to be under ſome Remorſe in reference to the death 
of my Lord, but becauſe ſome of Bomeny's handwriting being ſhewed to 
Mr. Cadman, it appeared to him according to the beſt of his remembrance 
and judgment, to be the ſame hand, or at leaſt very much like unto char 
' -wWhich the letter was written in. . This much is-plainly evident that itmuſt 
have been written by one that was willing to be known, ſeeing it was bo -h 
ſent open and by a perſon that was able to declare of whom ſhe had received 
it. For had the writing of this Letter been only a contrivance to avert the 
anfamy of my Lord's death from himſelf, and deliver thoſe Gentlemen ac- 
.cuſed for the Plor, from the conſequences unto which the Earls imagined 
murdering himſelf was improved againſt them; it would never have been 
left unſealed for Mr. Ca4man to read, nor ſeat by a perſon that was w 
| quainte 
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quainted with: the” contents of it, as it plainly - appearsthe bearer was ; by 
would both have been ſealed; to-prevent Galoads woking into it, and hong 
veyed by a porteror ſome ſacti hand, that would have been lefs lyable to be 
queſtioned either about the contents or the -Author of it. Nor doesanyching 
more .amaze and aſtoniſh thinking people , than that notwithſtanding the 
many Reports, as well as Univerſal jealouſies, of my Lord of Eſzx being 
murder'd in the Tower, yet all this-time his Majeſty hath not publiſhed -one . 
word toencourage an inquiſition into the manner of his death, or to ſecure- 
a pardon to ſuchas ſhall be able todifcover whether he was aſlaffinated, and 
by whom and after what manner he was brought to an untimely End. For - 
conſidering the obligations which the King and the Royal Family lay un- 
der to the late Earl of Eſſex, as wellas to his Father my Lord Capel, and' 
con(idering the many aſperſions thrown. upon the Court in relation to the 
death ofthe ſaid Earl; -it hath been expect2d that his Miyjeſty as well in ja- 
ſtice tothe Family of the Cape!s, as in vindication-of his own honour from : 
the infamy of having a perſon of my; Lord Eſer's merir and figure aflaſfi-. 
nated in-his-Majeſties priſon-and Palace, won!ld have iffaed oat a proclama- 
tion aſcertaining forgiveneſs to any that ſhould be able to-prove his being 
murdered by: others, and that he did not deſtroy himſelf as ſome people have 
been induſtriousro-give ow. And that which encceaſeth the ſurpriſe and'won- 
der, is-the confideration of che forwardneſs which- the King hath expreſſed 
in ſome other caſes, for the deteftion of murders of this nzture. For beltdes - 
the tender of a pardon; there was the promiſe of 509. |. toany whothould 
diſcover the murder of Sr. Edmondbury Goafrey and reveal the miſcreants 
by- whom hewas affaffinted. An4JI woald be loth to think, that his Ma- 
jeſties proceeding ſo diffzrently in that cafe, from what he hath - done in: 
this, was rather to be aſcribed to his apprehenſions of *a-Par/iamemt which 
was then in Being, than to his love of juſtice or the deſfre of delivering the- 
Nation from the guiltof inn>cent blood. But T am: willing to believe thar- 
the reaſon why the King doth not encourage the diſcavery of this Iaremur- 
der of my L. of Eſſex, ariſeth from the fear.he is in of the perſons that were : 
acceſſory to it. Forin caſe he would anthoriſe the derection of the Aflaflinares . 
of this Noble Earl, he will find himſelf obliged; not only to bring the - 
Earl of $.— and my Lord F.— but his Reza! and dearly beloved Brother - 
A: D.—-———of Y7.-— to puniſhmerit. And who knows but that he- 
dreads leſt in calling theſe Gentlemen to account for cutting the E. of | Efſex's . 
throat, He too much hazard and expoſe his own ? Nor is it at all ſurprizrng, 
that the King who had not courage to reſent the poyſoning his own Siſter by 
her husband the Duke of Orleans, at a juncture when He might have made - 
France fee! the effects of his juſtice and diſpleaſure; ſhould nor-have _—_ 


LY 
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boldneſs toqueſtion his Procher and other principal perſons of the Popiſh Fa--- 
ion for the afſaſſination of Efex, eſpecially at a time that he hath dive- 
ſted himſelf of. all power to hurt them, and by ſeeming offended may only - 
ſtir yp their wrath againſt himſelf. For I remember, that when the late 
Sr. Thomas Armſtrong had come poſt from Paris, to give his Majeſty an 
account how Orleans had poiſoned ' the Princeſs Henrietta, that he only re- 
plyed, Ozleans is a-Raſcal, bur pray thee Tom donot ſpeak of what he hath 
done. Yet- that his Majeſty may not excuſe himſelf hereafter from cauting 
further inquiſition tobe made after my Lord of Eſex's death. by ſayinghe 


never heard otherwiſe but that he murder'd himfelf, I dotherefore cell his 


Majeſty, and publiſh to all the World, that if he will grant an indemnity 
and proreion to three or foxr perſons, we {hall fully and evidently prove 
a Great Man, the ##ar! of S. — my Lord F. &c. to have 


| .- been the contrivers and Authoriſers of it, and. (hall name the Rsffians 


inparticular, who were employed to perpetrate the helliſh and execrable 
Fact, with an account of the ſeveral fums of money which they had for 
the execution of it. Nor ought his Majeſty to be diſpleaſed, that I arraign 
his. Brether and principal 24i»ifters of ſoenormous and bloody a crime; for as . 
I write nothing but what I can fully juſtify, ſo I takethe boldneſs further 
to tell both him- and them, that if ever there come a Parliament in England, 
this matter ſhall be laid fully open, and juſtice demanded againſt theſe im- 
.pudent and enormous Offenders. | ENS, | 
And as if it were not enough to evidence the E. of Efex did not murder 
himſelf, but was barbarouſly aſſaſſinated by others, that no- encouragement 
-hath been given for the diſcovery of the Authors of that villanous Fact, 
notwithſtanding all the rumours and Reports which have run to'and fro, both 
of the Manner of his death and the Actors in its it receives both a further and - 
a.very convincing acceflion of proof from this, that all means have been uſed 
:to deterr men from enquiring into thatmatter, and to prevent their detecting 
what they may know of it. The paſſages to this purpcſe would fill a volume 
meerly to relate them, and therefore I ſhall confine my ſelf ro two particu- 
lars, which 1 ſhall endeavour to deduce and repreſent, with all the brevity 
as well as clearneſs I can. Nor can it in the firf place, but aſtoniſh the world, 
to find the ?=adges, with whom the adminiſtration of law and juſtice between 
the King and his people is truited, I ſay- to find them, contrary both to the © 
nature and End of their office, and the Oaths they have taken. of acting im- 
partially, to .b:a»d the medling in the matter of the E. of Eſſex's death, as 
a-Reflegion upon his Majeity, an Aﬀont to the Government, and a de- 
ſign to involve and embroil the Nation in trouble. For not only the Arror- 
ney General ſtigmatifeth the report and belief of the Earls being murdered. 


by 


by villanous hands, as * the threwing thar ill thing upon the Government which 
' be had committed upon himſelf, but my Lord Chief Fuſtice Fefferies is pleaſed 
[to ſtile: it a libellmg of it, and to "have been forged in order to beget heart- 
- burnings and jealouſies in the Kings Subje#s againſt the Government, and to raiſe 
Sedition. Whereas the Government would never have been charged with 
this horrid Guilt, tho ſome at the head of affairs might pollibly have beea 
accuſed of it, had not theſe Gown-men involved the Government under the 
.infamy and aſperiion of it, and done all they can to teach others to lay the , 
barbarous Fact at that Door.” For as it is not the firſt time, that a Priſoner 
hath been murdered in the Tower, ſo it was never till now called a Refle- 
&ion on the Government,to endeavour to prove that ſuch or ſuch a perſon 
was deſtroyed by viotent and bloody hands,even of whoſe death the Coroners 
Tqueſt had upon their inquiſition given an other verdi#. Nay when thechief. * 
Favotirites of onr Princes and firſt Minifters of State, have been accuſed 
as guilty of mardering a Gentleman impriſoned in the Tower, whonr the. 
Coroners Fury had on'their Þqui/ition declared to haye died a natural death; 
yet it was not thonght to be an impeachment of the Government, or a de- 
volving the guilt of that bloody crime upon the King. Of this we have a fa- 
mous-inſtanc& in Sr. Thomas Overbury, who being committed Prifoner to 
| the Tower in the Reign of King Fames, and there poiſoned by the contrivance - 
and inftigation*of the Earl of Somerſet, ec. (that was then chizf Miniſter © 
as well as principal Favourite) was brought in by the Coroners inquifition 
© have died a natural death. And yet it was thought no diſhonour tethe 
Government, to have the death of that Gentleman afterwards enquired in- 
to, and to-find it proved contrary to the Coroners Inquiſition, that infteadof 
dying 7 natural death, he was baſely and treacherouſly murdered by Vil 
lanous hands, through the acceſſion and contrivance of him wham he had 
faithfully ſerved, and with the conſent of thoſe to whoſe care, truſt and cu- 
ſtody he was committed. Nay, was it not agreat Vindicationof the honor 
of the Government, and an eminent Declaration ofthe Juſtice of the Na- 
tion, to have the [Lieutenant of the Tower, and four or five meaner perſins 
executed, and the Earl of Sommerſe: and his Counteſs convicted and condem- 
hed for thatbloody and barbarous Fa, which the Coroners Inqueſ# had ac- 
quitted and abfolved all the world from the ſuſpition as well as the gle of ? 
And what an injury will the Fudges of the Kings Bench, and tis Majelties 
Councel at Law, be found tohave donethe King and the Government, by 
their fooliſh as well as wicked exprefſions,if at any time hereafter it Come to 
be proved (as certainly it will) that the nn of Eſſex did not murder = 
: en, 
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elf, but was afſaflinated by a'company of hired Rufjans. We ſhould be 
toath in that caſe to claim the right of their way of Argumentation, and to 
inferc that becauſe my Lord of Efex was murdered in the Tower, apd at.a 
time * hen the King was walking there, that therefore not only the Govery-, 
ment ought to be charged with it, « that the King himſelf had a hand in, and 
bad dfencd it,Tho 1 muſt fay that according to their method of reaſoning, 
it will be impoſlible in that. caſe to avoid ſuch a deduction. However it is a 
convincing proof, that the ignominy and guilt of this Noblemans death, 
ought to. be aſcribed ro others than hinſelf, that the Judges and the men af 
the long Robe, can find no other way toſtifle the ſuſpition, and filence the 
clamor of the People, but by interpoſing the Government as a Skreen to 
theiter Malefacors from Accuſation, and abuſing the Authority of. the 
Kingdom, to deter men from the duty which they owe to God and. his 
Majeſty indiſcovering fo execrable a murder.. Nor is this the only way and 
Method they have taken to frighten and diſcourage Perſons from difcour- 
"ling of the Earl of Eſſex's being deſtroy'd by others, without any acceflion 
or contribution of his 6wn to his death, but they bave laid their. commands 
and injun&ions upon ſuch as they bave pawer and authority over, and 
whom they thought conſcious either to the manner ofthat Noble Peers fatal 
End, or capable of detecting any circumſtances which might let in light 
upon that affair. And therefore knowing that the Soldiers who were upon 
Duty in the Tower, that morning when the Earl of Eſſex was killed, had not 
'only taken notice of ſeveral Perſons, and made Obſervation of diverſe 
things, from which both the murder. of that vertuous Lord might be in- 
ferred and concluded as well as by whoſe hands it was perpetrated, but that 
divers of them had talkt too freely and laviſhly of it abroad as well as-among 
themſzlves; accordingly onthe Saturday morning (being that which imme- 
diately ſucceeded to the day of the Earls death) did a Military Officer after 
They and other Soldiers were called together, charge them with the higheſt 
thieats and menaces,that they ſhould not dare to ſpeak of what they had ſeen 
© er heard theday before,adding that whoſoever ſhould be known to divulge 
what had paſſed in the Tower.on the Friday in the forenoon ſhould ſeverely 
ſuffer for zr. This divers of the Soldiers have confefled and related to their 
| friends, who are willing to teſtifie it when occaſion ſerves. And among 
ethers, one Robert Meak (of whom I ſhall afterwards have occaſion.to ſay 
fomewhat more) declared the whole of this paſſage to 5wo men that. are 
ready to twear it, whenſoever their Depoſitions may be of advantage zo the 
publick, and can he made without expoſing themſelves to ruin.It wi wo 
&-- 
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denied by rational men, but that the Soldiers who were then upon Duty 
1n the Tower, had advantages of knowing more in reference tothe. Earl 
of Eſſex death, than moſt other perſons can pretend unto; ſeeing -char as ſome 
were ſo poſted as both to ſee all that went into his Lodgings, and to hear the 
noiſe and buſtle which was made in his Chamber upen his reſiſtance, and : 
the force and violence which the miſcreants uſed towards him ; ſo others 
were placed in that manner, as to obſerve wherice and from whom they 
came, and whither and to whom they returned, that were employed to 
commit the Helliſh and Tragical deed. Nor can any ſuſpect, that men who 
marchunder the Enſigns of his Majeſty, ſhould forge a ſtory ſo much tend- 
i"g to the diſhonor ofa great man, and the Kings Minifters, and fo likely to 
difpleaſe- perſons that had power to caſhier, and otherwiſe-puniſh them as 

ths of my Lord Eſſex not cutting his own Throat, but being: Aﬀaflinated b 
others, was #dapred unto, and would infallibly d0. Yea, I do affirm with 
all the Sacrednels which becomes a Man and a Chriſtian in a matter of this 
weight and importance, hat tha is no Calumny impoſed on the Souldlers 
- and rheir Commander, in order #0 traduce the Government, and enflame 
che Kingdom. bur that whatſoever is here affirmed, 'is built upon rhe 
greateſt moral certainty, that an Aﬀair of this nature iscapable of. And all 
I do Qefire in order to the juſtifying what I have now related and declared, 
is only that his Majeſty would cauſe order a writ of Review, or melixs Inqui- 
rendum, to be iflued out, with an aflurance*of pardon ro fuch as shall be 
willing #0 come in and be able 70 reſtifie by whom and after what manner 
ths Noble Lord was Aſaſſmated and Murdered. Nor can his Maieſties Mini» 
| ſfters eſcape this Dilemma, either of lying under the infamy of being con- 
ſcious of, and acceſfary wnto the af/afſmation of that — perſon, of 
of being obliged to obtain a Review of this matter, with a pronule , of indem- 
zity to-thoſe who $hall appear witneſſes and be able ro give evidence in the 
caſe. And I ſhall take the liberty further to ſay, that it is nos only the dn- 
75, but the intereſt of thoſe-very Miniſters who may not be directly concern- 
ed in the Gut of my Lord of Eſex-blood,: to promote and ſou this over- 
« Fureand propoſal, and that not only for tbe Honor of the Government, but 
for their own Vindicationfrom being acceflary to ſoenormous and dereſtable 
a Crime. For the time may poſlibly come, that their meer connivance «r 
the concealment of zh murder, may riſe in judgment again{t* them, and 
render them more lyable to puniſkment, than: they ſeem. at preſent to ap- 
prehend. - OurLaws which exprefily requires be leaſt Officers inzbe Com- 
mon-wealth, to purſue Robbers, Fellons, and Murderers with Hue and Cry, 


or otherwiſe makes thew obnoxious - penalties; never intended rhat privy 
| ; | 


Cong- 
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.Cotincellors who bv che duty. of their place are to watch and adviſe for the- 
beneſ and ſafety or the Subje&t, as well as the preſervation, and honor 

of the King, ihould be eſteemed Innocent and not be liable roany punith; 

ment by Law, tho they be found to connive at the deſtruction ofhis Ma- 

fe/ties people, and at the involving his Perſon. and Government, under an in- 

delible reproach and infamy. And therefore tho it cannot be ſuppoſed 

that thoſe of his Majeſties Miniſters, who are diretly criminal, by contriy- 

ing and commanding this Murder, ſhould countenance or encourage an in- 

quiry into and adeteRion of it; yet it may notonly. beexſpeted, but ought 

co be claimed of the Marquis of Heallifax, the Earl of Radnar, my. Lord Fal- 

conbridz, and ſome others, who have ſtill the priviledge of being inthe pub- 

lick manage of 4fairs, and admitted to fit in his Maje/?zes Councel, thatthey 

would not both co their owndanger anddiſhonor, as well asthe prejudice. 
of the King in his reputation and ſafety, continue to connive at this Excraz 
ble and Barbarous Murder, but that they would apply themſelves, as be: 
comes the duty of their places and the regard they ought to have tor their 
awn honor, to-obtain of his Majeſty what is here detired, in.order to the 
cietection ofthe aſſaſlination of my Lord Efſex, ang the bringing the Male- 


factors to undergothact ſeverity which the Juſtice of the Law ſuljestheny. 


Unto. s-:;1 
Bur asif the precedeing Tepick did not adminiſter ſufficient Evidence, 


tattheE. of Eſſex was alla{linated by others, howſoever his memory comes. 


ro be branded tor cutting his own Throat; there isa further proof ariſeth in 
confirmation of it from this, that they have not only diſcouraged and frigh-, 
ted ſuch as might-be-willing to lay open thewhole Myſtery of that divelith 


work of darkneſs ; bur they have beyond all law and preſideng, perſecuted and 


oppreſſed th8le, who were either tound inclined to.inquire into the man, 
ner ot that honorable perſons death, or to have vented what they had heard 


which might give Juſpition of his being brought to his Etid, by thetreache, 


rous villany, of blogdy , miſcreants, Nor ſhall 1 here enlarge on..the pro- 


cecdings againſt old 44r. Edwards the Cuſtam-houſe Officer, gwho;bþejides. 


his being ſhametully ,upbraided:and ſlandered by.my. Lord. Chief Fuſtice 


ac. the, Irial.of-44r. Breddon, was afterwards turned oufof hispplace where 


he had ferved for.,z9: years, :and for-no other crime þut aftiring his Boy had 
laid. he ſawea bleed) Razet thrown cut of che E.' of Eilex's Window immediately 
befcre the miſe hinDeaths:, Bur that which; I thall;more largely, inſiſt up- 
an, .15 che couris:and;merhed that hath been ſteered towards * Mn, Brad: 
don himdelt,, which. as it is. without all preſident; ſoit bath:been extrava- 
gantagt arbitrary;inthelvghelt degroe, - All who underftand: any ing of 

ku) | > 18 
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the Lawof England, know that in all Caſes and Indiftments of Murder, 
cxcept upon Appeals, the Charge and- Accuſation not- only runs in the Kings 
Name, but he 1s according to, andin the ſenſe ofthe Law, the proper Flan- 
tiff. And there is this reaſon'for it, becauſe as others through the death of 
the perſon deſtroy'd, may have loſt a Relation, Acquaintance, or Friend, 


lothe King alway'sloſeth a $45je# from whom he was to have Allegiance 


and Service, and whom by vertue of his Office he wastruſted with the care 
and protejon of, and in the Senſe andeſteem of the Law made reſponſible 
tor. It was upon this account that the Confpirators againſt the life, and 
Authorifers of the Affaflination of this/ate Peer,and to prevent the advantage 
and benefit, which Ar. Braddin would have had in bringing an Indictment 
of Felony and Murder againſt Boweny and others;took theſtart ofhim and cau- 
{ed an formation to be preferred againſt him, of ſubornation and ſpreading. 
falſe Reports, whereby to bring the Government of rhe King into hatred,. di[- 
grace and contempt. And by this means they, did not only. obftru&, the. 
Kings * being made Plantif and party againſt the murderers, which he 
muſt have been in caſe way had been given to. Mr. Braddons getting any 
of them Indi&ed, but they commence an A#icn againſt that poor Gent!e- 
man, wherein they make the King party and Planryf againſt him, and in 
effe& no leſs than Advotate und Yeoncher, for the Imocency of thoſe that 
were to have been Indicted for a moſtexecrable andbarbarons 4ſfaſſmarione. 
Which asit was a moſt diyeliſh 4r:fice, for the oppreſfling an honeſt Gen- 
teman, who had done nothing, but what he was bound unto, in Conlci- 
enceto God, and duty to his Majefty ; 1o it was a mot villanous and enor- 
mouscrime againſt the King through making him to be the Skreeg,and 
Patron Of thoſe, of whom hefſhould have been the proſecutor-and pu vifher, afhd 
at the Jame'riweto be the purſaer and ruiner ofa worthy perſex, whom he was- 
boutwd- to have countenanced, encouraged, and pror:ed. It would fill a- 
whole Yolumn'to relate the /everities which Mr. Braddin hath encoun- 
tred ; .and upon no other ſcore, but becauſe he was willing in order; to de-- 
liveringth& Throne ani Kingdom from the.Guilr of Innocent Blood, to ga- 
ther up ſuch Þformations as might have ferved to convince the King of 
the murder committed upon the E. of Eſſex while he was in a Tpecial man- 
ner affder the preoteicn of his Majeſty and the Law, being not only. a Put- 
ſorjer, but ſtanding committed to the Tower of London,  where-with Te- 
ſpe& tothe quality of the place, Caprives ought to.be ſuppoſed more ſafe 


fFrom:'vidlence than in other Priſons. Butas it is not'yet a ſeaſon to preſent” 
the war}jd\with a Hiſtory of the Sufferings of this Pogelt and Ingenions 
GinBewnany torr were but to-en-tangle and perplex the atfairt am upon, to 


Ta. SE int2r-- 
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interweave it with a large narrative ofanother mans troubles, tho they all 
ſprung from his being concerned in enquiring and diſcovering, how ant} by 


what hands and means this noble Man was brought to ſo fatal and antimely 


an End. I ſhall therefore only briefly intimate fome few things, which 
may ſerve to enl'ghten and confirm the 7ipick and Head which I amr now 
diſcourſing from. And whatſocver pioves the ill treatment of thoſe, gyho. 
Keeping themſelves within the bonds of loyalty and modeſty have ende- 
voured todete& the Aſſaſſination of that honorable perſon, does by conſe- 
quence demonſtrate that he was not Felo de ſe, but that he was Murdered 
by the malice and viotence of other men. The firſtunexpeRed enter- 


tainment which this Gentlemen Mr. Bradden met with, was his being. - 


taken into Cuſtody, and carried before the Council, on his having gone 
to White-hall to wait upon my Lord S. in order to inform his I ordſhip 
What a certain Boy (whom he took thither along with him) had reported 


concerning a Razr, which he ſaw thrown out of the' Earl of Efex Win- | 


dow, immediately before the noiſe and report of his Death. And not to 
mention what other Treatment he met with there, which fome of the 
Honorable Menbers of that Board themſelves, have declared to have been 
very unbecoming his Majeſties preſence, and no way's agfeeable to the 
gravity, wiſdom and honor of fuch an ailembly, he was required to give 
2000 /. Bail to anfwer an Iiformation, for baving ſubowed the Boy ; athing 


'very unſiitable to the ſervice he had been pertorming for the Honor of ' 


his Majeſty and the Gewernment, and very ſiirpriſing to all indifferent perſons 


that heard of it. And thothis poor Gentleman was diſcharged at that time 


and, reſtored to his Gberty, upon giving the forementioned 2800 /. Bail, to 
anſwer the ſaid Information ; yethis troubles did not end and rerminare here ; 
but this was rather only a commencement and beginning'of the hardſhi 


' and oppreflions which he was to meet with, for having . had the hone 


and courage to appear in a buſineſs, which ſoneerly affected agreatman, 
and fo many of his Majefties principal Miniſters of Stare. For though they 
Had laid him under a neceffity of making all the proviſions he could, tor 
Vindicating himſelf from: being the Author and Forger of that Report, 
concerning a Razor's being thrown out of the E. of Efex window juſt be- 
fore the cry and noiſe of his death, being that which gaye the ſuſpition of my 
Lords being murdered by wielent, treacherous and bloody hands, amd that he 
did not deftroy himſelf, as was endeavoured to be obtruded and impoſedupon 
'his Memory and the Faith. of the Nation ; yet Mr. Braddon was no ſooner 
gone into the Country to enquire into the truth of an other Story, which 
very much frengthewed and confirmed the ſuſpition and jealouſie that _ 


| 
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Lord was not Felo de Se; but this poor Gentleman fell into new troubles, 
and found perſecution and oppreſſion awaiting him whitherſoever he went. 
For having received intelligence from a friend, that on the wery day on 


which the Earl died, it was reported at Marleborough, that my Lord of Eſſex 


bad cut his Throat in the Tower ; he judged it very uſeful and ſubſervient 


| both to the acquitting himſelf from the Slander of beihg the firſt Author of 


the Report that my Lord was murdered by others, and alſo to the eviden- 
cing and clearing up that he really was fo, to ſearch into the truth of that 
Information which his Friend had given him,and to learn out the perſons to 
whom that News had been told, and know if poſſible the names of thoſe 
who: had related it. But while he was going in the ſearch and purſuit of 


this, which his being obliged under the _ of 2oco 1, to anſwer an 


Information of-:Subornation, had made an act of Juſtice to himſelf as well 
as a duty of God andhisCountry, behold the poor Gentleman was appre- 
hended and committed to Fiſherton Goa-in Wilſhire, by a Warrant the 
moſt illegal for the Form as well as the Matter that ever any man was ſenc 
to Priſon upon. For what could be more extravagantand illegal :hanto ſeiſe 
and commit a Gentleman travelleng peaceably on the road, without an Ozth 
or depoſition of any witneſs againit him, meerly upon a groundlefs and na- 
ked ſuſpition of being a dangerous and ill affeted manto the-Government, 
and for having two Inforinations about him, relating to a Kazors being 


thrown out of my Lord Eſſex V/Vindow before the news of his death was di- 


vulged,and for carrying two Letters, whereof the contents of one he knew 
not, ang the contents of the other could adminiſter no. jnſt offence. But 
the Form of the VVarrant was, more extravagant, arbitrary, and illegal thair 
the matter, carrying in expreſs words this order and command to the Goa- 


ker, namely, That he ſhould Lawrence Braddon ſafely keep, t11l he ſhould 


receive further Order from the King and Privy Councel, Which VVarrant had 
the Goaler been as mad and fooliſh to obey, as the officious-and doating 
Juſtice was to 29rite, the poor Gentleman for any foundation of relief char 
was left him in the Aittimus, might have Jain in Priſon all the days of his 
life, unleſs rhe King and Councel ſhould have ordered his Releaſe -and 
Diſcharge. But Mr. Braddon knowing beth. his own Integrity as to the Buſt 
neſs he was: going upon, and his Innocency-as-to any crime the malice of 
his Enemies could eharge him with, ſued out 4 habeas corpasto.be brought 
to London: before ſome of the Judges, in order to be Bailed. But alaſs ! being 
arrived there, none of the Fudges of eitber Bench, nor Barns of the Exchec- 
quer were in- Town, ſo that he was neceſſitated to defire the Goaler to carry 
him before my Lord K. which the Goaler having accordingly — 


8 
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iZordſhip. inflead of admitting the Peiſoner immediately into. his preſence, 
and allowing him the benefit of the. Srarate, was pleaſed to adjourn the 
{ceing him till thenext day,with a command that heſhould be then brought 
_ to the Councel Chamber. at Whitehall. Whither being in obedience to. the 
laid Order carried,he was after an hours waiting called in before my Lrd, 
and found together with him my Lord Privy Seal, my Lord Duke of Or- 
2nond, and Mr. Secretary Fenkins, It would be both to enlarge thele Papers 
beyond the bounds allowed to them, and to depart too far from the eflens 
tial part of the ſubje& I am upon, to. relate the whole entertainment, which 
I have been told Mr. Braddon did there meet with. Only it may not be - 
amiſs, to reminde my Lord K.'of a Verſe that he quoted out of 'Fuvenal, 
and to ſubjoin the Tranſlation of it into Englith, asa certain Author hath 
rendred it. For having upbraided. the poor Gentleman as o1e that kad .a 
deſign to raiſe and advance himſelf by fniltrous couries(which God knows 
the endeavouring to dete& the Earl of Eſſex Murder,was not as the preſent 
poſture of Aﬀairs ſtands, a very likely-mechod unto) he quoted thar of the 
Poet to.give an edg to his Irony and Sarca/m: | | 


Aude aliquid brevis Gyaris, & carcere dignum, 
$3 vs efſe aliquam,” | 
Dare once-but be @a Rogne upon. Record, 

And you may quickly hope to be a Lord. 


But his bitter and .contemptuous Language, with all his other aagrreh 

2s-well as illegal Treatment, might have eaſily been diſpenſed with 5 had 
not'his Lordſhip refuſed him.the benefit of the Srarute of being admitted 
to. be. Bajled, unlefs he would. procure Sureties who together with himſelf 
might ſtand bound in 12000 /.:for appearance. A. thing fo exorbitant, cone 
fidering the quality of the Prifoner, as well as unjuſt conſidering the na» 
ture of that. which they ſtiled his-offenge, that he had both acted unwiſe 
ly ſhould he have engaged himfielf and Friends'in Bonds fo much above 
what he was able to diſcharge,and-injuriouſly to others ſhould he have con- 
deſcended to fo illegal a demand;and which might akerwards be improved 
into a preſident.. Whereupon finding after diverſe Applications, that *his 
Lordſhip was:mot to be wrought to a mitigation of the 12000 4, and' that . 
he would not be prevailed on to take the 6000 /. Bail, which was offered 
the Gentleman rather than be remitted again to Priſon: #1 the Countrey, 
was forced to comply to ſtand committed to the Meſſenger, Mr. Atterburys, 
where he continued for five Heeks at the charges and rate of 4 1, 1 5,8 4. 
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fer meek, During which time he applied himſelf by way 'of petition to his 
Majeſty in Council, but alas without that ſucceſs which he hoped for, which 
mo!t Men are-apt to aſcribe tothe & znz?s being prepoffeſſed by my Lord £. 
concerning his caſe, ſo that deſpairing -both of all Fuitice fxom my4ord 
K, and of all Favexr from the Couned Board, and groaning as well .un-- 
der a cloſe Conſinement, as the exceſlive charges he was at in the Meſſenger} 
Houle ; he judged ic the beſt method he could take, .to endeavour the get- 
ing himſelf turned over to the Kings Bench Priſon in Southwark, reckoning 
that he ſhould not only live there ata more moderate Expence (which-the 
Narrowneſs of his Fortune obliged him to conſult). thanwas extorted. from 
him at Mr. 2tterburzes, but likewiſe expeCting, that upon giving Security 
for his true Impriſonment, he ſhoul4 have the Liberty of theKwles, and 
thoreby enjoy a more open and free Air, than he did in the place where he 
was before. But as it was with ſome Difficulty and after earneſt Applica- 
tion, as well to my Lord K. as-to my ,Lord Chief Fuſtice, and the Artorney 
General, that this ſmall Kindneſs was obtained ; fo.after.bis removal to the 
Kings Bench by vertue of a Habeas\Corpus from my Lord Chief Fuftice, and 
after his having given 100001. Security for his faithful and rrue-Impriſon- 
ment, yet he was by an order from.my Lord Chief Fuſtice.to-the Marſhal of 
the aid Priſon for his cloſe Confinement, denied the Freedom of the &Kules, 
which he had not only-promiſed himſelf as . a .thing that-was in courſe al- 
lowed, but what the Keeper of the Priſon:had conſented unto, and without 
the granting whereof he could not according to Law demand Bayl-and Se- 
curity for bis true Impriſonment. .Yea, ſo arbitrary and-illegal were they in 
all their actings againſt this poor Gentleman Mr. Braddon, that notwith- 
' ſtanding his Impriſonment, yet they refuſed to' diſcharge him from the 
20001. Bayl, which he had given athis:firſt Appearagce before the Coun- 
cil to anfwer an Information of pretended Subornation; and 2lſonotwith- 
ſtanding his cloſe Confinement athey withheld from him, and poſitively denied 

to give up the 100001. Bends, which be and his Sureties had entred into for 
rl 0096p Priſoner, nor would they ſo-much as reſtore him the Fees 

he had payd upon the ſcaling of them. 'And it being now the long Yacation, 

and there remaining no way of helping and relieving himſelf till the Ter, 

he was forced both to continue a cloſe: Priſoner under no leExpence than 

 twol. Sterl. per week, and tolie under the Weight and Terror of the 1 2000). 

Bayl which they had wreſted from him. . Burt tho he was denied the Succour 

and Benefit of the Law, and found neither Juſtice nor Mercy in Men'y yet 

he could not be rob'd of the Comforts of a good Conſcience, nor deprived 

cf the Refreſhments and REN the Knowledg of his own Integrity 


and 


cs 634) 
and Innocency adminiſtred unto him. * And I have beenfully informed by 
credible Hands, that neither the troubles and oppreſſions which he lay then 
under, nor the further Perſecutions and Sufferings he was in proſpett of, 
were able to give him any Diſcompoſure, or create him any vexatious Grief 
in himſelf, nor yet to tranſport him to a behaviour in word or deed that 
*ould furniſh his Enemies with an advantage againſt, or yield them matter 
of inſulting over him. In this ſtate and Condition he continued till Michaet- 
maſs Term, which being come, and the. Weſtminſter Courts begun to (ir, he | 
_ cauſed move the Court of Kings Bench the very firſt day for a Rule to the 
Marſhal to bring him up. the next morning, in order to diſcharge the Bayl 
he had given by Appointment of the Council Board about the anſwering an 
Informatian of pretended Subornation. Which Rule being granted by the 
Court, and obeyed by the 2arſhal ; his Appearance was recorded; and his 
Bayl diſcharged. Now having ſucceeded in this which my Lord K, had 
refaſed in the time of the Yacation togrant him, the next ſtep he took was 
for the obtaining his own Liberty,in order to which he did on the fifth day 
. of the Term move the Court for a Habeas Corps to be brought up and 
bailed. Which being alſo immediately granted, he was after a few days, 
' and alittle delay, which I ſhall not complain of the occation of, brought up 
to the Court of the Xzngs Bench, and there diſcharged from h43 Impriſon- 

ment upon he giving 3000 1. Bayl, whereof himſelf ſtood bound in a Bond 
of a 10001. and his four Sureties in 50ol. a Man. From all which we may 
.not only collect the Hardſhips and Opprellions which this honeſt and wor- 
thy Gentleman met wit, - meerly for enquiring into the Truth of ſome Re- 
ports, which if admitted, doclearly prove that the Earl of Eſſex was aflaſ- 
ſinated by others, and did-not murder himſelf, but we may alſo obſerve and 
infer after what an arbitrary and illegal manner his Majeſties Subjects are 
treated by ſome of his judicial Officers,/as well as prime Miniſters, for at- 
tempting to diſcover a moſt execrable and barbarons Murder, wherein a 

reat Man, and the chief Heads of the Popiſh Faction wou!d have been 
ound deeply concerned aud involved. Nor did Mr. Braddons troubles upon 
this account iſſue here, all theſe things being only Preludinurs to what he 
was further to encounter from the Rage and Malice of St. James's, and 
therefore the next Sceze that opened, was-the bringing him to a Trial 
for endeavouring in the Earl of Efſex's Death, to caſt Aſperficns upon the 
Government m- defamethe-King. . And all I wou!d deſire of any unpre- 
judiced and impartial Perſon,.isonly to read the ſaid Tr:al.ybeinz fully con- 
fident that he will thereupon not only acquit the Gentleman from the 
Guilt of any ſich thing 3 but that he will find im{{If obliged in conſcience 


ta 
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: to acknowledge that there was barbarous villany uſed in bringing my Lord 
of Eſſex to that Fatal and untimely End. And the firſt thing remarkable 
as an Introduction to that Trial, is, that-my Lord Chief Fuſtice was not on- 
ly that morning tor fome time at Whiteball before he went to Weſt- 
minfier, but was attended upon by Lord F. (whom we have reaſon to 
accuſe of being one of the Contrivers and Authorifers of the Earl of Eſſex 
murder) at the lighting ous of his Coach in Weſtminſter, and diſcourſed 
with both as he was conducted through the Hall, and in a corner near 
unto the Court before his Lordſhip aſcended to the Bench. Which hath 
given many men ground to ſuſpect, that his buſineſs at the firlt place was _ 
to receive ſuch Infiructions -as he was to follow and attend unto in the work 
of the day, and: that the reaſon of the others accoſting and diſcourling him 
where he did, was to impreſs him with a freſh ſenſe of the buline(s that was 
to be before him, and to repreſent the dreadful conſequences which would 
enſue to a great an and His Majeſties Miniſters, in caſe Mr. Braddon 
ſhould come to be acquitted. And whoſoever did: cither obſerve the 'beha- 
viour of the Bench at that time, or hath fince read the Trial, (where tho 
what was ſaid on all fides may be related, yet the Geſture, Countenance, 
Paſlion, Heft and Air with which many- things were ſpoken, cannot be + 
repreſented) mult be forced to acknowledge - that my Lord Chief Fuſtice and 
his Brethren, were rather ſworn parties againſt the Defendant, than equal 
| Judges in a Cauſe berwixc the King and him. Ffhould be obliged to tran- 
1cribe moſt of the Trial, did I undertake to give an account of the ungen- 
tile, flanderous, and malicious language vented againſt himſelf or the 

interrupting, menacing, and hectoring of his Counſel, or the impoſing uponz' 

preſeribing unto as well as byaſling the Jury againſt him ; and therefore inſtead 

of that, I entreat and delire the world to do both themſelves, ai Mr. Braddorn 

that right as to peruſe the Trzal, and if in their hearts they ſubſcribe not to 

what I fay, I am contented to undergo the character both-of a perſon that 
underſtands nothing of the Rules and Meaſures which ought to be obſerved 

in Courts of | Judicature, and of one who is not ſnfficiently regardful of his 
"Credit and Fame.in the things which he delivers. And if I be not wondetr= 
fully miſtaken, there is nothing more needfal,- but an impartial reading and 
weighing of that Tr:al, for the vindication of Mr. Braddon's enquiring in- 

to the Reports which ſeem'd to imply that the Earl of Eſſex had not killed 

Himſelf, nor to juſtify his innocency as to the crime whereof he was accu- 
| ſed, namely * of maliciouſly conſpiring and. endeavouring. to defame the Go-. 
vernment; and,as Juſtice Withins was pleaſed to exprels it, of charging the King 
2 with 

' * Byraddons. Trial, P. 2. 750. | + 465 | 
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with taking away an inzbcent mans blood, and of murdering an innocent man, 
and as it was layd inthe Indiftmext, of his procurine and ſuborning fatſe Wits 
mfſes to prove that the Earl of Eilex was not 4 Felon of himſelf, but was killed 
and murdered by unknown perſons, For admit that all which was ſworn 
concerning a bloody Razors being thrown out of my Lord Effex's window itti- 
mediately before the news of his death, and that all which was depofed 
concerning. a Report in City and Conrtrey about. bis having cut bis Throat 
before it was done, were falſe and only invented by the Informers ; yer; as it 


is evident by the Oaths and Depoſitions of the-Witneſfes,- that Mr. Braddon 


was not the Forger of theſe things 3 fo it is demonſtrable that they wete 
in their nature of that weight and importance, upon Which a wiſe as well an 
| honeft' man , might ſfuſpe& that my Lurd had not murdered himſelf, but 
was defiroyed by-others: Nor could the Gentleman have ever'been. foind 
guilty , but by means of Mercinary Judges, and an overaw'd as well as a 
-pick'd' and prejudiced Fa#y, who will boggle at nothing tho never fo unjuſt 
that. may but gratify a great Zan, and oblige His Majeſties Miniſters of 
State, And.the reaſon, as I have ſaid before, upon which Mr. Braddon 
came to be convicted and found guilty, was plainly to skreen q great ah, 
and. forne other - perſons from coming to be mvolved in the guilt of that 
Nohle Marrs death, and to keep up the behef of a Protefiant Plot, * which 
(as Jaſtice Withins phraſeth it) was likely otherwiſe 70 loſe its credit, and 
0 be eſteemed a Shams Plot for the taking away Innocent Proteſtants Livts, 
Nor was the whole Trzal againſt this Worthy and Vertnous Perfon, more ex» 
travagant, arbitrary and iNegal, than the Septence againſt him, upon the Ju- 
ries finding him convift of the Indifment, was unjuſt and 'fevere. For be- 
Jides the conderaning him in a Fine of 2000 /, whichis rmbre than his whoke 
vilible EftateMmounts unto, and expresfly centrary to the Law of the Land, 
which requires no man ſhall be fined but with a ſalvo cortenememo. i. e, the 
Jeaving him as much as may ſupport him in ſome degree anſwerable to his 
quality, they have over and above ordered his finding Saretzes for good be- 
havieur during life, which as I queſtion whether it be Jawful by the ancient 


and Common Law (tho it hath been ſometimes praQtiſed)” any more than it is - 


to condemn a perſon to perpetual Imprifonment ; ſo 1 am ſure there is no 
Preſident to be formd for the Jike im a matter that was not of a more criminal 
and heynous Nature, -But all ſerves to prove, that whoſoever hath the cou- 
rage or honeſty to rave} into the Earl of Ffſex's death, are to be perjecuted,op- 
prefled and ruined, and by conſequence ferves to demonfirate, .that there is a 
.vitlanous  mylttery in the manner of his coming to that Fatal End, which 


; they 
* Braddon's Trial, p. 2, 70, 
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they are affraid to have fearched ont and detedted. | 

And as if it were not enongh m the judgment of all rational m-r to 
acquit and vindicate- the Earl of Ffſex from the guilt and infimy of having 
dettroyed himſelf, that thoſe have been proſecuted with the utmoſt {-ve- 
rity, and-opprefſed in their Eſtates and Liberties , who wirh all imagin.ble 
modeſty towards the Government were willing to inquire into the mariner 
of his death; and to declare their juſt ſuſpitions, with the grounds of them 
to perfons truſted with the adminiſtration of affairs, thar he'did not invr- 
der himſelf, but was afſaffinated by others: Behold, that as one Crime is 
not to be concealed but by the perpetration of more, ſo the Conlpirators 
and Authoriſors of that Noble Mans death, have proceeded to the' tnurde. 
ring ſeveral other men, who as they had a perfet knowledge and compre- 
henſion both of the manner of the Fa&, the yillanous bloody Agents who 
were irimcdiatdy. inftrumental to commit it, and, the Parſons who em- 
ployed , rewarded, and encouraged thern, fo they had beer-guilty of what 
fome wilt call indiſcretion, to communicate to others what they had-ſeen 
and obſerved, and too fully underſtood themfclves. Among others who part- * 
7 oe heard, and obſerved themfelves, and pattly [learned from others, 
everal cixcumſtances rclating to the matter of my Lord's death, there was 
one Afeak, a common Sentinel, who had ſtood on duty all that morning 
neer unto the place and houſe where the Earl of Efſex was contined. For 
whereas on other days the Sentinels uſed to ſtand but two hours at a time 
on duty, there was care taken that morninz, that thoſe who were on duty 
when the Ki#g and Duke came into the Tower, -which was about ſix of the 
clock, ſhould not be changed till both aſter the time-of the Earl of *Effox-'s- 
death, whith was about ine, and O&N after. the King and Dies depattute 
from thence, which was about half an hour after. * And the reaſon of this. 
is obvious, namely, that tho it was impoſſible to keep all perfons from ſeeing, 
who walk't to and fro, and what was tranſaCting, yet they reſolved to pre- 
ferve it in as natrow a compals as they could, and to admit as few to an 
' opportunity of obſerving perſons and things as right be, Whence it came 
to paſs, that thoſe Souldrers who entred upon Daty- at Four, and ſhould 
according to courſe have been rel.eved at Six, were {affered and obliged. 
to ftay on till Ten. Now this 2/eak having an advantage from the poſt: 
he was in, of obſerving the ſeveral perſons that went that morning to my: 
Lord Eftx*'s Lodgings, and having partly himfelf ſeen, and partly learned from 
others, divers material” particulars, rating to the manner of the Aſaſſi-- 
nation of that Noble Perſon, it will be eatily, acknowledged, that he was: as- 


capable as any to dete& it, or at Kalt ot-letting theſe, who thould _ 
ENG the. 
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the honeſty, courage, and zeal to enquire after my Lord's death, fo far into it 
as to be able to unravel that whole villany, and to trace it not only to the 
Inſtruments, but the original Authors and Contrivers. This poor fellow 
both abhorring in himſelf what he had ſeen, and conceiving the greateſt 
deteſtation imaginable againſt all the Villains who had been acceflory to it, 
was neither able to conceal his knowledge of what he had ſeen, nor his re- 
ſentments of ſo horrid a Fact, but at the fame time had not the prudence 
to diſtinguiſh betwixt perſons, who. without dammage to the Author, 
might be entruſted with {o important a Secret, and thoſe who at hirſt would 
ſeem forward enough to hear it, but would withall make their advantage 
by revealing it to ſuch as would reward them, and deftroy him. Whence it 
unhappily came to paſs that this-poor fooliſh man, not only related it to ſuch 
as were honeſt and faithful to him, and who will be ready in due time to 
- teſtify the whole of what he acquainted them with, but to;others who con- 
veyed it to St. Fames's as a picce of important intelligence, and of wonder- 
ful conſequence to his Royal Highneſs. And tho it be not yet ſeaſonable to 
recount the ſeveral particulars relating to that barbarous Murder, which he 
declared upon his own knowledge, as well as the confirmation of others yet 
1 may take the liberty to digelt and branch them into their ſeveral heads, 
and to Jet the World know that ſone of them were ſuch as preceeded-his death, 
others . accompanied it, and one or two came after it. Wherefore that he 
might tell no more ſtories, nor riſe up as a witneſs againſt the Aflaſlinates, 
this poor unfortunate Fellow was ſecretly murdered and thrown into the 
Tower Ditch. And thee are ſeveral particulars relating - to his Death; which 
are_not unworthy tobe known to the World, but it were to advantage the 
Confpirators, and to prejudice our {elves to mention them at preſent. On- 
ly this is remarkable, that as this Robert Meak was for ſome time before his 
death, very apprehenſive of the, danger he went in of being privately de- 
ſiroyed for what he had declared concerning the E. of Effex being murdered 
ſo he had a greater dread of it the inorning before he was killed, than he had 
been poſſeſſed with at any other time. And therefore from that allarm 
which his mind ſuggeſted to him of his impendent danger, he begged of 
an Acquuaintance and'Friend that morning betore he died, that he would have 
| wage Horn and kept with him for that day. But ſuch was the poor fellow's 
ate, that tho he told that perſon the apprehenlions he was in of being mur- 
dered, and he from a ſenſe and belief of it, had left his work with a reſolu- 
tion to attend him, yet whether 'from a jealoutte he might have of his own 
ſafety, or upon” what other motive I ſhall not enquire, he ſtole away from, 
and forſook him before Twelve of the Clock, But tho the Confpirators and 


Aſlaſtinates 


039) 
Aſſzfionates had thus by a ſecond murder delivered chemlelves from the ap- 
prehenſions th&y were in of being detected for the firſt 3 yet there aroſe an 
other perſon, who as he had better opportunity of knowing the'whole My- 
ſtery ot the Lord of Efſex's death, than Meak the Sentinel had ; fo from re- 
morſe of Conſcience for what he had been acceffory unto, and from an at- 
horrency of that bloody Fact, Which he ſo well knew the Authors and Per- 
petrators of, he begun to diſcourſe and communicate it with ſhame and 
loathing to others. The perſon whom I mean was Mr. Hawley, a Warder of 
the Tower, living in Wincheſter-ſtreet, being a Perſon both tor Reputation 
and Eſtate far above that Hawley, in whoſe houſe the Earl of Eſſex was then 
Priſoner when his Throat was cut, and therefore one without whote knowledge, 
conſent and contribution, -it cannot be ſuppoſed to have been done. And by 
how much he was not only more capable than others to dete& the whole vil- 
lany of the Noble Man's death, and lay-open the enormous crime im all the 
parts and branches of it, but was of better credit than the Sentinel, and more 
likely to obtain beliet from the World in what he ſhould declare, by fo much 
Was he-to be eſteemed for a moſt dangerous perſon to the Conſpirators, and to- 
be treated as one from whom they might dread the moſt fatal miſchief to them- 
ſelves as well as their cauſe. Hence the intelligence was no ſooner conveyed to 
a great Man and the relt of the Junito, that Hawly had been talking, ſuch 
things conzerning the Earl of Eſfſex*s death, which it concerned them no leſs 
than both their Lives and Honours to have concealed 3 but they reſolved to de- 
firoy him, and thereby prevent his prating for the future,.and being able to tell 
any tales, And being informed that he was inquiring where he might purchaſe 
an Eſtate, they employ one to tempt him out of Town, under pretence of his 
ſeeing a parcel of Land that was to be (old. For they thought, that ſhould 
they cauſe him to be murdered in or about the City, it would fill all men 
with jealouſies of their being guilty of his death, eſpecially conſidering the 
Reports which went of them, and the ſuſpicions that they lay under of ha- 
ving cauſed Aeak to be killed, And therefore in order. to the getting him de-- 
ſtroyed with the more ſecrecy, and the adminiſtring the leſs apprehenſion a- 
bout the Authors of his death, they prevailed on him by the baite and 
temptation which I have mentioned, to take a journey into the Countrey. 
Whence having reſolved that he ſhould never return, they employed fome to 
dogg, and others to way-lay and furder him, And-with that Secrecy as 
well as Obedience, were their Orders and Decrees executed, that it was -a 
conliderable while after his Death, . before- he could be heard of, or his Body 
found. But when aftes long ſearch and enquiry after him 3 his Corps were at 


laſt found, there were all. the marks and Symptoms of a moſt barbarous Af. |. 
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faflination prepared upon him, which malicious wit conld invent, or en. 
raged jealoulic. and revenge act or commit, For bclides diverfe contuſions 
' in-the head, face and bieaft from the blows he had reccived, it appeared 
plainly that he had been alſo ftrangled. And as he had never adiuinifired 
caute to any otker pericns fave the Conifiratoss and Inltjuinents of the 
Eal of £fex% death, vpon which we can with the leaſt ſhadow of reaſsn, 
* fancy his being murdered upon a per{chal arid private Revenge ; fo there 
are proofs ready to be produced, whenſoever either a Parliament comes, 
or a fair Trial can be obtained betore upright and impartial Judges, not only 
by whom he was deſtroyed, but by whoſe-Command and Authority, Nox 
_ was his Wife -an{enlible.and without apprehenlion even before the Body was 
diſcovered. . both that he might be -murdered , and upon what motives 
and induceirents it was done, 1o that ſhe told tome Friends how ſhe dreaded 
.the cogſequences and-effects of his having ſo often diſcourſed about the Fail 
of Eſſex*s death, Yea there is one Glower,who 1s a Seryant to His'Majelty,being 
at preſent a Warder in the Tower, who being, in conterence with forme pee 
ple about the Earl of Eſſex and Mr. Braddon, was pleaſed with more than 
an o:dinary emotion to fay, Hawley alſo bath been Prating, but he was fin 
to walk for it, But the ſame perſon being asked after it was known that be 
had been murdered, what he thought of Mr. {Jawley*s walking, appeared 
exceedingly dilturbed, and faid he knew nothing of 1t, -nor would he haye 
- the patience to hear any thing fpoken about that matter, So that we have 
here an other evidence that the'Earl of Efſex did not, as he hath been defamed 
and flandered, cut his own Throat,- but that this Perſon of incomparabk 
Merit and Vertue was Maſſacred by wicked and ſuborned :Rufhans ſeeing 
to prevent the diſcovery of that heinous and execrable Fa&t ,' two other 
men who had advantages'of knowing both the Actors in, and manner of his 
death, .and had talked tomewhart, freely about it,” and ſeemed inclinable to re- 
veal it, were barbarouſlly killed. | | 
And as the delirvying as well as oppreſſing thoſe from whom the World 
might receive light about the murder of that Noble Peer, plainly .ſhews 
by whoſe Councels, and by what means, he came to his fatal End ; fo the 
coantenancing, protecting and preferring thoſe, who are julily fuſpected 
to have been deeply inſtrumental in it, and who long, ere this would have 
been.-publickly indicted tor it, (had it not been partly tor the diſcouragement 
- . given by the Court, His Majeſties Miniſters of” State and Officers ot Juſtice, 
and partly not to expoſe men to'that hazard which they mui neceſſarily run 
by engaging in this affair) affords us a new proof of my Lord's: innocency 
txom being Felo de ſe, and that the infamy and guilt of his death ought to 
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be devolved upon others. There are caſes wherein ſuſpition of guile may fo 
wait on ſome men, that others tho never ſo well perſwaded of their inno- 
cency, cannot without forfeiture of diſcretion, and becoming Sharers in 
the reproach and diſhonour which attends them, give them either the leaft 
countenance, or yield them any Teſtimbnies of Favour and Kindneſs, tiſf 
they bave vindicated and acquitted themſelves from that whereof they are 
ſuſpeQed, and which common Fame accuſeth them of. And as all perſons 
pretending to wiſdom, or who are regardful of their reputation, will.ac- 
count themſelves obliged to-att under the condu@ and guidance. of this 
Rule and principle ; 1o of all men, thoſe in Authority are moſt concerned 
nor to take upon them the ſheltring of thoſe that are aſperſed with infa« 
mous crimes z nor to countenance and advance ſuch, whom the cry of & 
Kingdom chargeth with a barbarous, enormous and execrable Fat. But 
to that .impudence in Villany, as well as.contempt of honour and credit 
are the Gentlemen of the Popiſh Fun&o and Cabal arrived ; that they not 
only cauſe ſecrer]y Murther, fuch as would diſcover a great and heinous 
offence againſt God and Mankind, but they dare «penly and in the face of 


the Sun, both.proteQ- and :prefer the chiefMiſcreant and Rufftan, whom - 


all 'ober and impartial perfons have infuſpition for it. It muſt neceſſarily 
be. acknowledged, that \im cafe my Lord was afſafſinated by violent and 
and bloody hands, his Valet de Chamber Bomeny the only Servant who at- 


tended him in che Tower, ſave a Footman,muſt be acquainted with it, and” 
acceſiory to it. And fo many, as well as weighty,were the arguments of his * 


being guilty of his Earl and Mafter's death, that he was juſtly ſufpected for 
ic both by che reſt of my Lord's Servants;and all the thinking impartial peo- 
ple about the Town. And tho I ſhall have occafion hereafter to mention 


divers particulars and recount ſeveral circumftances,which not only ſerve to. 


lay him under a ſuſpition, but ro convict him of being acceſlary to the death 
of his Lord ; yet4 care not if I relate one at prefent, namely the appre- 
henſion he was in, and the trouble he expreſſed to one of the-Lady E/ex's 
Gentlewomen, upon a Report which he had heard that my Lord's Marder 
was.t0 come under a ſecond Examination, and that the Body was to be 
taken up-in order to a review. Nor was the Counteſs her ſelf, for alltheim- 
preſſions. which ſome great men had endeavoured to poſſeſs her with, of my 
Lord's cutting his own Throat, without ſtrong apprehenſions to the contra- 
ry; nor void of jealouſie of this French Fellow's being guilty of her Huſ- 
band's-death, which made her diſcharge him her ſervice,and diſmiſs him ont 
of the Family. And as no Gentlemen in England would have after this Uone 
fo fooliſh a thing, or ſo unworthy of himſelf, as to cheriſh and _— 
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focha Raſcal; ſoit leaſt of aff became the honour of the Court, unleſs there 
were a further myſtery init than the worlds aware of,to take him both into 


their proteftion,and toadvance him to an employ and place. Let us therefore- 


a little obſerve and recount what favours this Raſcal under all the ſuſpition 
and infamy of being acceſlary to his Lord's death, hath met with both from 
his Majeſties Miniſters of Juſtice, and from the principal perſons at Court, 
and chiefeſt Officers of State. Can it be leſs than a reftexion both- upon 
the honour of the Government,and an infinuation that\great men were con- 
cerred in that horrid fact whereof Bowery is fo juſtly ſuſpected, that my 
Lord Chief futice at Mr. Braddon's Trial, after he had been affronting, in- 


_ rerrupting and heforing all the Witneſles for the Defendant , ſteps in not- - 


cnly ro afliſt and reQtifie Bomeny in his Depoſition, guiding bim to ſay a Ra- 
20r When the Rogue had ſaid a Penknife, but durſt repreſent the Villain-un- 
Ger the charaQer * of one whoſe integrity and. fidelity to my Lord , was con- 
firmed by fix years experience of has ſervice, and that he was not an upftart and 
wandering fellow. Yea, the eſteem that this Rufhan was in with our Gran- 
' dees, and which by. conſequence proves'that there is a Myſtery in the 
manner of the Earl of Eſſex's death, which: is:not:yet fully diſcovered, ſee- 
ing theſe who are deſervedly. ſuſpected to have: been acceflary'to ir, are 
favoured and-befriended by them; may be: further enlightned and-confirmed 
from the correſpondence Which Bomeny had with the.Seeretary of Srate, 
" When be lay concealed from others, and: the readineſs he Expreſſed to con- 
- verſe with any that pretended to enquire for him in Sir Lionel Fenkin's name; 
When he was denied to every body beſides. ' For a certain perſon having 
.occafion to call at his Lodging in order .to Subpzna hinv to Mr. Braddow's 
:T'rial, avd being poſitively told that there was no ſuch man there, took the 
boldneſs to ſay he came from Sir Lionel; upon: which Bowery immediately 


appeared, and he who was ſaid not to be there before, ſtept forth wirh'all 


\maginable readineſs to receive the Secretaries Meflenger, and to know what 
his: Honour's pleaſur&was. And if theſe two pafſages.which I have related 
be not enovgh to evidence-the kindneſs which-his Majeſties Miniſters had 


tor this little and -infamons creature, I ſhall ſubjoin acchird importing-the' 


care which.the greateſt abour the- Court took of him, and the reſpect 
they ſhew him. For when he-ſeemed to be. abandoned by ell others, and 
knew nor where to be admitted into a ſervice, by reaſon of the ſuſpition.he lay 
under of keing either an inſtrument that murdered his Lord , or who had 
conſented to the doing of: it;behold a great man, and the Officers of his Ma- 
zeities Forces, en:brace him under all that ignominy and reproagb, _— 
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him to ride in one of the Troops of Guards, Nor is it poſſible for any. man” 


withont renouncing his Reaſon, to imagine, that that Great Man; as.weltl 


as divers othgr'perſons of Figure and Qualjty, ſhould* expgle-phem(ſelves + 


- . tothe cenſure'of the world in entertaining a Fellow judged guilty of ſo enor-. 


mous and abominable a crimes unleſs they themſelves had been acceſſory. 


ſome way or other to that execrable wickedneſs, and except they judged 
the Raſcal to have merited by the Fact, _ | 

\ But to put it beyond all poſſibility of any rational contradiction that the 
Earl of Eſſex did not cut his own Throat, but that begwas mailacred by 
others, I ſhall demonſtrate the impoſſibility of it as the manner of his death 
1s repreſented in the Coroners Inquiſition, and declared in the Depoſirrons 
of the Chyrurgions, Who view'd the Body, and ſearched and eximined the 
fatal wound. And where there is a Natnral Impoflibility.that a thing ſhould 


be fo or ſo done, all-the Informations:of the world tothe contrary ſerve tono 


other end but to:declare the perjury of the informers. A matter that is 
naturally impracticable ought not tobe credited, thonever ſo many ſhould 
- have the impudence to ſwear they ſaw it done. But as the rage of the Con- 
ſpiraters and Aſſaſſinates tranſported and hurried them to commit the bar- 
barous Fa&t in ſuch a manner, that all who have not abjured common ſenſe 
as well as Reaſon, muſt acknowledg that it was not practicable in that way, 
and manner, or a thing thatcould be done by the Earl of. X//-x kimfeli ; to 
their malice corrupted and blinded their judgments tothat meaſure and de- 


gree, that the In/frument which they have choſen and pitched upon as the. 


Tool, Weapon and Mean by which it was done, renders the doing it by my, 
Lord impoſſible in it ſelf, and unworthy to be believed except by the grdlſeſt 
'of Fools, or the worſt of knaves, who never conſider how far a matter 
either is or can be true, but only what may conduce to their profic, or gra- 
tifie their malice to take up and admit. And how conſpicuous is the Wiſ- 
dom as well as Righteouſneſs of God, in infatuating villanous men, ſo to 
accompliſh and perpetrate their villanies, as that their folly ſhall detect 
their guilce, and the Marks and Characters of ſtupidity as well-as rage left 


pen the Fact ſhall reveal the Authors of it, let. them do all they canto 


transfer and abdicate it from:themſelves,, and to charge and faſten it upon 
others. Now the Coroners Inqueſt intheir 1n4quifitzon made the 14:4' of Fuly, 
1682. concerning the Earl of Eſſex death, do upon their Oaths from the 
' Depoſitions of ſuch witneſſes as they. thought fic to examine, give.vs this 
account of the way and manner of it. That the Ear; of Eſſex bemg the 23h 
day of July alone in 'his Chamber, did with a Razor woiuntarily and felo- 
© miouſly cut bis own Throat, giving unto himſelf one mortal wound, cut from oxe 
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lar to the other, and by the Aſpers Arteria, and the Wind-pipe to the 
wertebres of the Neck, both the Fugulars being throughly divided, of which 
ſaid mortal Wound, the ſaid - Earl of Eſſex inſtantly died. Andgo this ac 
count ſo far as relates to the Nature of the Wound, do the Informations 
upon Oath of Robert Sherwood and Robert Andrews, two Chyrurgions called 
to view. the Body of the ſaid Earl fully agree. For Robert Sherwoed 
ſwears, That having viewed the Threat of the Earl of Eſlex, be finds that 
there is a large wound, and that the Aſpera Arteria or Wind pipe, and 
the Gullet, with the Gugultr Arteries are all divided. And Robert Androys 
depoſeth to the ſame purpoſe, namely, That having viewed the Throat of 
the-Lord of Eſſex, be found that it was cut from one Jugular to the other, and 
#hrough the Wind-pipe and Gullet into the Vertebres of the Neck ,_ both Fa- 
gular Veins being alſo quite divided. Andas the firſt thing obſervable in the 
Coroners Inqueft about my Lords death , is that his. Throat was cut 
with a Razor, ſo' it is needful the world ſhould know that the 
Razor which Bomeny in his Depoſition before the ſaid -b:queſs , ſwears 
to be the ſame wherewith he gave himſelf the fatal] and mortal wound, . 

was a ſmall French Razor of abont four Inches and half long at moſt 
withont any Sp; or Tingue at the end of the Blade, as all Razors of 
the Engliſh Form and. Faſhion have: So.rhat the Razor being of that 
make; proportion, and extent, itis as evident as any demonſtrated pro 
blem in -Euclid , that' it could not” be ufed but npon holding it by the 
Blade; and that in order to the holding it- with firength and fieddineſs 
requiſite to the making ſuch a wound , the Fingers and Hand muft 
graſp and faſten upon no leſs than 7wo Þcbes of it. The cond. thing 
remarkable from the Inquiſition of the Coroner , and the Depoſations of the 
Chyrurgions refers to the extent and dimenſion of this deplorable and dead» 
by womnd. Which as they all acknowledg to have reached from Fug»lar to 
Fugular in length, and to thewerteby & of the Neck in depth; fo a certain 
Gentleman- who ſaw the wound before ever the Fury did, affirms that 
it begun at the ſide of the Neck Bone behind: the 7efr pugular, and extended 
to the Bone of the Neck beyond the right, being betwixt eight and; nine 
inches-in-dimenſion from-one ſide to the other, and that it fo: nearly. ap- 
proached unto; and pierced into-the wertebre that had it light on a joint 
it would have cut off his Head inſtead of merely cutting his Throat. - 
And1-may'upon what is hereiconfeſied and ſworn, confidently fay, That 
no man could cut-his own Throat after the rate and manner, and to that 
meaſure and extent, that-the Earl of Z/ex's was cut. Nordid [ever ſpeak 
with Phyſician or Chyrurgeon, who was ſo far above the dread of the Court 
and.St. Fames's as to dare yenture the giving his opinion, but he would 
rea- + 
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| readily acknowledg and confirm it with nnanſwerable reaſons, that it was 
- impoſſible the Earl, of Eſex ſhould have given himſelf that-mortal wound, 
or cut his Throat in the manner ic appears te have been done ? For the 
Razor being in the whole length but four inches and a helf, and two inches of 
theſe being neceſſary at the leaſt to be held and graſped in the hand in order 
_ to the uſing and managing of it; it is not imaginable how wich the other 
two Inches and a half both the Jugulars could bedivided at one ſtroke, and 
a gaſh made which extended no leſs than Eight Inches from one ſide to the 
other. There is no man that is verſed in Chyrurgery or the Anatomy of 
the humane Body, but will find himſelf obliged to own, thar it is altoge- 
ther impoſſible that aſter the cutting the ove Jugular, there ſhould remain 
- lifeand ſtrength for carrying forward the wound to the dividing the other- 
Nor can there be any thing more certain in Nature, than that there would 
have been fuch an effuſion of Spirits and Blood upondiriding the firſt Fugu- 
lar, that all life and motian would have immediately ceafed, and that there 
would have been no ſtrength lefe to puſh forward theinſtrument to the '/e- 
cond, ſo as todiſletit. Beſides there being na more of the Razor beyond the 
hand which held the Rezor,than about ro inches and a half of the blade that 
could be ufed and applied to the making the inciſion in the Throat ; How is 
it poſhible that a Gaſh or Wound of four Inches deep ( for of that dimenſion 
it was from the outſide of the Gulet, where the hand muſt lye, to the Verte» 
bre of the Neck where the incifion terminated ) could be made by an In- 
ſrument of :w9 inches and a balf long.? Theſe being plain and direct impoſ- 
ſibilicies, it neceſſarily follows that the Earl of Eſſex did not deſtroy bimſelfs 
but chat this helliſh Murder was committed. upon. him by- the hands of 
bloody and hired Ruffians. Nor indeed was a Razor the Inſtrument which 
they made uſe of upon this viſlanous occaſion, bur it was done by one of an» 
other kind, as well as form and figure, and which as they had prepared and 
provided on purpoſe, fo it was much more convenient for the perpetration 
of the Fact. Burt it would have too palpably betrayed the Afors, ro have 
fuffered that to have lain by the maſſacred Bady, or to have let it be feen 
by any honeſt and indifferent perſons who might throng in among others 
to view and look upon the bleeding Corps. And of all the Inſtruments which 
they could have thought upon, a Razor, eſpecially of the faſhion which that 
was, that they threw down by my Lord's Body after they had Murdered: 
kim, was the moſt unfit for an inciſion in the Throat of thoſe dimenſions, 
as the wound whereby they treacherouſly killed him evidently appears to- 
have been. A certain Gunner in the Tower, who:may be fuppoſed not al- 
together a ſtranger to- this affair, pitched vpon a--more- convenient and 
pro- 
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Proper Inſtrument for-the doing of it, when about Nine"of the Clock that” 
morning ' he'reported' the death 'of -my Lord in a piacenotſar diſtant from 
- thence, ſaying, the Earl of 'E//7> had cut his Throat with a Caſe Knife 
wherewith he had been carving a Pidgeon for his Breaktait. And had they, 
not" been ififatuared, they would have rather ordered ſuch an Inſtrument to 
have been laid by the Body in order to blind and deceive the V\ orld about 
the manner of his death, -than the ſmall French Razr which | have deſcri- 
+ bed, and by which they have endeavoured to make men believe the gaſtful- 
and fatal wound was made.Bur if a Parliament come to fit again in England, 
. .or if His Majeſty will grant a Pardon to ſuch Witneiles, as we are ready to' 

produce, and allow a Writ of Melizs Inquirendum concerning the death of 
'this Noble Pcer before equal and impariaal Judges, we ſhall both deſcribe + 
the Inſtrument he was killed by, and prove the truth of what we ſay, by 
perſons who ſaw the whole Bloody and- Tragiczl tranſaction, and are as Ac- 

ceflories too far concerned in that horrid Murder. 

\ Nor want there proofs of my Eords being. treacherouſly Afaſſinated by 
others, and that he was-not a Felon of himſelf. from the 'l eſtimonies of cheſe 
very Witneſſes which were produced both betore the Coroners Inqueſt, and 
.at Mr. Bradden's Trial, to Swear that the Earl of Eſſex bad cur his own 
Throat. And*ho it may be pardonable in the Coroner upon the Inqui/irion into 
the manner of my Lord's death, to have admitted the Depoſitions of Bomeny 
and Rrſ/el, there being not then ſo juſt ſuſpitions of their guile in this mat- 
ter, as afterwards there were ; yet tor my Lerd Chief Fuſtice to allow them 
as competent Witneſſes in that affair, when the preſumptions of their being 
acceſlory to that Murder were fo ſtrong, as they-plainly appeared from the 
whole ſcope and tendency of that which was ſworn, . ſaid, and alledged in 
Mr. Braddon's behaif at the foreſaid Trial, was the greateſt affront imagin- 
able to Juſtice, and argued a moſt criminal partiality. For with what equity 
could Bomcny's Teſtimony be admitted to deſtroy either the Truth or pro. 
bability of my Lord's being aflaſſinated by others, ſeeing it muſt be granted 
that in caſe the Earl of Eſſex was treacherouſly: Murdered, Bomeny being - 
the only Servant who then waited upon him, muſt be an Afor in, or at 
leaft an Acceſſory to it. And whar is this, but to admit a fellow under 
the bigheft preſumptions of guilt to be a witneſs in his own Cauſe, and'to 
allow his Teſtimony as a ſufficient vindication from the moſt perfidious, 
as well.. as: barbarous Crime that could be committed ; and which go have 
acknowledged, would have derived upon him. the ſevereſt puniſhment? 
and the ſame may be ſaid of. my Lord Chief® Fuftice's partiality and un- 
| xealonableneſs, in ſuffering R«fe!'s Teſtimony to paſs for good and legal evi- 
 -: | dence 
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dence in the matter and caſe that we are' difcourfing of. For Roſel being 
the Perſon who, that morning my-Lord was murdered, attended upon him 
as his 7arder, muſt hkewiſe have been either an AfRor in,.or Aeceſſory 
to, the cruelty that was committed on-him. Nor can it be otherwiſe 
thonght than that he who contrary to the Duty of his Place, and the truſt 
repoſed in him inſtead of aſſiſting and defending my. Lord, when forcibly 
aſlaulted, would conſent unto, or at leaſt connive at. the Violence com- 
mitted upon him, ſhould alto for the ſaving himſelf as well as others from 
the Puniſhment of the faid Crime, transfer th» Murder from himſelf, and 
charge it upon my Lord. For as Ruſſe! was ſet ..t my Lords goor to prevent . 
any endeavours which might have been uſed by himſelf or others for an 


eſcape ; ſo one main end of his being poſted there, was to ſee that no Vie-- 
_ 'Tence ſhould be committed upon the Priſoner. Bt to diſiniſs is withouc 
 flirther enlarging upon it, I ſhall in proof, that my 7 ord, of Ej/:x did net 


Murder himſelf, but was aſl.ſlinated by others, obſerve the Concradictions 
that are in the Informations of the Witneſſes, abqur the manner of h's Death, 


and the Circumſtances relating to it, and how they diſagree not only one: 
with another, but gainſay themſelves in their Teſtimonies. It hath always: | 


been admitted as a ſufficient ground of disbelieving Wineſles, and of jydg- 


Ing them to Swear falſely, when their Teſtimonies inſtegd of being either 


harmonious and coherent in-themſelves, or conſonant and agreeable one to- 


' another, do both interfere with, and contradiCt themſelves and each other. 


For as Truth is always unifofm and conſiſtent, ſo Falſhood is contra-- 


dictious and various. Now that this may the better appear, and that all 
'Men may ſee, 1 do neither impoſe upon the Witneſles, nor endeavour to de-- 


ceive the world , I ſhall tranſcribe the two. Informations which were Sworn 
by Bomeny and Ruſſel before the Coroner and the Inquef? ,. when they ſat on 


my Lords Body upon an Inquiſition after the manner of his Death, and by what 


means he came to his faral End. Paul! Bomeny in his Depoſition. made upon 
Oath the 14 of 7«!y, 1682. ſaith, That when my Lord came to.Cagtain Haw- 


ley's, which was the eleventh of that month, my Lord atk'd him for a Penknife 


to pare his Nails as he was wont to do; to which the Informant an{ſwered, being 
come in haſt he had not brought it, . but he will. fend for one : and accordingly. 


' ſent the Footman with a Note for ſeveral things for my Lord, amongſt which the 


Penknife was inſerted; and that +he Footme's went and gave the Bill to my Lords 

Steward, who ſent the Proviſions but no: the Per:knife , only told ihe Footman be 

-would get one the next day. That when the Feotman was come, my Lord ask'd 

if the Penknife was come , to which the Informant anſwered be ſhould bawe 

it the next day; and according'y on the 12. in the Morning, before 1y _ of 
; | & EX . 
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Effex was up, the Informant ſent the Footman bome with a Note tothe Stexyar], 
in which Areas other things he ask'd for a Penknife for my Lord, and whey 
the Footman was gone, about # little after 8. of the Clock, my Lord ſent one 
Arr. Ruſſel his Warder to the Informant, who came and ask'd him if the Per 
fe was come ; to which the Informant ſaid no my Lord, but I ſhall have it 
by and by : to which my Lord ſaid , that be ſhculd bring hin one of bis Razors, 
it would do as weil ; and then the Informant went and fetched one, and gave it 
my Lord, who went then to pare his Nails, and then the Informant went out of 
the Room into the Paſſage by the door on Friday the 13, and begun to talk with 
the Warder , and a little while after he went down Stairs, and ſoon after 
came the Footman with the Proviſions, and brought alſo a Penknife , which the 
Informant put upon hu Bed, and thought my Lord had no more need of it, becauſe 
be thought he had paired his Nails , and then the Informant came up to my 
Lords Chamber about 8 or y in the Forenoon on Friday the 1. of July, with a 
little Note from the Steward, but not finding his Lord in the Chamber, went to 
the Cloſe-Srool Cloſet-door and found u ſhut, and he thinking his Lord was 
baſy there, went down and ſtaid a little, and came up again, thinking hu Lord 
had been come out of the Cloſet, and finding him not in the Chamber, he knock'd 
at the Door with his Finger thrice, 'and ſaid, my Lord.; but no body anſwering, 
he took up the Hanging, and looking through the chink, he ſaw Blood, and a part of 
the Razor, wherenpon he called the Warder Ruflel, and went down to call. far 
help, and the ſaid Ruſſel puſhed the Door open, and there they ſaw my Lord. of 
all along on the Floor without a Periwig, and all full of Blood, and the 
Razor by bim ; and the Deponent further depoſeth that the Razor now ſhewed 
to him at the time of his Examination, # the ſame Razor which he did bring to 
my Lord, and which did the on the Grownd in the Cloſet by my Lord. To this 
Information I ſhall ſubjoyn-that of Thomas Ruſſel one of the Warders of the 
Tower, Who being examined the 14. of Fuly 1683. faith, That onthe 1. of 
the ſaid July, about 8 or 9 of the Clock in the Forenoon be was preſent, when he 
did hear the Lord of Eſſex call to his Man Mr. Bomeny for a Penknife to pare 
his Nails, and then for a Razor, which Mr. Bomeny brought him, and then my 
Lord went up and down the Room ſcraping bis Nails with the Razor, and ſhut 
the outward Door ; Mr. Bomeny half a quarter of an Honr afterwards not finding 
my Lord in bs Bed-Chamber went down Stairs again believing that my-Lord 
was then private in his Cloſet. Bomeny came up about @ quarter of an hour after- 
wards, and knock'd at the door, and then calied, My Lord, My Lord, bus be not 
anſwering , peep'd through a chink -of the door, and did ſee the Earl of Ellex 
lying on the Ground in the Cloſet , whereupon he did cry ont, that my Lord was 


fallen down Sick, and then the Informant went to the Cloſet-door, and opened * 
te 


: (49) * OE 
the key being on the outſide , and then did feemy Lord lye down on the ground m. 
his blood his Throat being cutt, Theſe are all thei fir rgix=—"232 whichthe Inqueſt 
charged and {worn to enquire when, by what means and how Arthur z. of 
Eſſex came to hisdeath, thought fit-to take,and upon the Depoſitions of 
 thele two Fellows who incaſe any violguce were vffered to my Lord muſt 
have been acceflory to it,they bring in and. do fay upon their oaths that the ſayd 
Arthur Earl of Eſſex did voluntarily and feloniouſly cut his Throat. It may 
indecd ſtem ſtrange that there being other perſons at that time in the houſe 
beſides Bomery and Ruſſel, particularly the Maid ſervant that they ſhould nei- 
ther be examined nor ſo much as called to know whether they could fay any 
thing inthat affair.But itis not improbablethacthe contradictions in the Te- 
ſtimonies of the two Witneiles whom they had examined, to one an other, 
might diſcourage them from examining any more,leaſt they in what they 
might {wear ſhould contradi&t what both the former had faid. Now what I 
have to obſerve concerning the contradictions in the foregoing Depoſitions, 
they are either ſuch, wherein theſe formations are direRly contraty tothe 
reports which themſelves made to others about my Lords death; or they 
are ſuch, wherein the Teſtimony ofthe one, contradicts that of the other, or 
laſtly, wherein the Iyformation of one and the ſame perſon, gainſay's and 
overthrov7's it ſelf. For the firſt, whereas both Bomery and Ruſſe! do poſiti- 
vely ſwear that ir was not abore a quarter of an houre and half, from the 
time that Bomeny left my Lord in his Chamber pareing his Nailes, to the time 
that they found him dead in the Cloſet ; yet this very Bomeny being ask'd the 
Queſtion by oe of my Lords Family ſoon after his death, how long my Lord 
might have lyen dead before either he or the F/arder diſcovered it, replyed 
' that he believed he muſt have lyen ſo above r2y0 hours tor that when they 
firſt found him the Body was cold and ſtiff, And whereasRuyſeldepoſeth 
that the Razor was given by Bomeny to my Lord after he was up and about eight 
or nine of the clock in the forenoon, and that both be ana Bomeny inform how they 
ſaw his Lordſhip upon the delivery of the Razor to-bim w/+ to the pareing of 
bis Nailes; yet this Rogue Bomeyy having the property of lyars namely che 
want of a good memory, affirmed toa perſon of good creditand who is rea- 
dy to depoſe it upon Oath, that from the time of his ſending away the Foot- 
man With a Note to the Steward (which was about or before /x_) that 
morning on which the Earl died, hedidnot ſee my Lord till the time that - 
he found him killed and wallowing in his blood in the Cloſer. And whereas 
there is not one word in Bomenies Information concerning my-Lords being 
uſed to be taken with ſudden Frenſical paſſions and fitts, or that he was par- 
ticularly taken with one that morning before his death, but the c—_ 
; | Patt 
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plainly infinuxted in the whole T-formation and alſo acknowledged at Mr. 
Braddon's Trial, where tho he fays, that * my Lord 2as melancholy , yet 
he adds they took ne notice of it, nor. had reaſon to ſuſpeF any thing more than or. 
dinary; all which dire&ly contradicts what the Villain told an Eminent Dr. 
of the Church of England, namely what his Lord was frequently taken with 
Judden Frenſical paſſions, and in particular with one that morning juſt before his 
death. For ſaid the pzrjured Raſcal , 2vhen the Earl of Etlex ſaw my Lord 
Ruſſel carried out of the Tower to be Tryed, he ſtruck his Breaſt, and ſaid himſelf 
as the cauſe of my Lord RulleV's miſery, ſeeing had it not been for him, my Lord 
Rnflel would never have admitted my Lord Howard into his company. And that 
thereupon ſeeing my Lord Ruſſel like to be ruined by the Teitimeny of that perſon 
for whoſe integrity he had engaged his Honour, he fell deftracted, Now as this is 
directly repugnant , to the Teſtimony which his own Lady and all other 
perſons who had theadvantageof being known to his Lordſhip do juſtly give 
him, affirming that he was the moſt ſedate; beſt compoſed,and freeſt from 
paſſions of all men they ever knew, 1o there is not one word of it in his jn- 
formation to the Coroners Inqueſt, . tho" it would have bzen a ſtronger evi- 
dence of my Lords murdering himſelf, than all that he depoſed or fwore bes 
ſides. © Truth being ever the ſame, whoſoever is called to teſtifie a Truth | 
that falls within his knowledg, can give the ſame account-of it a thouſand 
times over without the leaſt variation trom it, of rom himſelf; but a Lie 
having no foundation fave what it has in the invention of the Author,cafily 
eſcapesthe memory, and lays the Reporter as often as he is called to repeat 
and declare it, under a continual liablenefs of inventing either ſome thing 
new that was not, 'or which is different to what wasin his former report;fo 
thar by the laſt Fiction he both deteRs and diſcredits the firſt, Bur ſecondly, 
as the Informations of theſe two Witneſſes, interfere with the Reports which 
themſelves gave concerning my Lords Deathto other perſons, ſo the Teftt- 
 mony of the one'does directly contradict and ſupplant the Teſtimony ofti:e 
other, For whereas Bowery potitively 1wears, that on the 12. of July in the 
morning before 'nmy Lord of Eflex was up, be ſent the Foo!:man home with a Nite 
fo the Stewart, in which among other things he ask'd for a Penknife for my Lord, 
and that whenthe Footman was gone, about or a little after eight of the Clock, my 
_Lortl fent Ruffel the Warder 40 the ſaid Bornzny, who"came ud ask'd bim if 
the Penknife was come, to which Bomeny rveplyed, mo my Lord, but 1 ſhall have 
it. by and by, ard that thereupon my Lord bid him bring him one of his Razors, 
- which be went and fetched and gave to his Lordſhip, who applyed bintfelf _ 

| | wit. 
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with to pair his Nailes; Ruſſel in a dire& contradiQion to this, fivears, that 
.on the 1.3. of Tely about 8 or © of the Clock in the Firenoon, he was preſent when 
he did hear the Lid of Eſſex call to bis Man Romeny for a Penknife-to pare his 
Nailes, and thn fer a Razor which Bomeny brought him, and that thereupon 
my Lord went up” and down the Room ſcraping his Nailes with the Ratar. 
So that whilit Bomeny depoſed upon Oath that my Lerdcalled fortheRas 
zor,and haditdelivered to him on the 12 of July being Thurſday and the day. 
before my Lords death ; Ruſſe/ comes and ſwears, thatit was on the 12 of 
July being Fr{4ay,and the day on which my Lor& was killed, thathe Aka 
tor the Razor and received it from his man. We may with the ſame. caſe 
bring the Time Paſ?, to be the Time preſent or Future ; as make the 12 of 
July, upon which Bomenie ſwears he gave my Lord the Razor, to be the 
13 'of July,on which Ryſſe] fwears it was delivered to him. And tho this be 
. ſuch a diflagreement in their Teſtimonies,that no wiſe and unbiazd perſon 
can givecredit to what either of themſayes, bur isin juſtice obliged to be- 
lieve that both of them ſwore falſ2ly; yer ir is not the only thing wherein 
their Depoſitions contradict one another, there being a ſe:ond thing, and 
as important as the former, wherein the Information of the on lyesin a full 
contrariety to the Information of the- other. For whereas Bomeny ſwears 
that Ruſſel puſh'd the cloſet door open where my Lord lay, which implyes his * 
uſing violence and iorce to get in; Ryſelcomes and depoſeth that being called 
by Bomenie, he went tothe Cloſet door and opend it the Key being on the outſide, 
Nor it is poflibl to reconcile what the one fayes in this particular, to what 
is declared by the other,unleſs we can make the unlocking thedoor with 
the key, to be the ſame with the burſting it open in a forcibV way. Yea as 
if it were not ſufficient to demonſtrate the falſehood of both their Teftimo:. 
nies, that they do expreſsly contradict one another in two important and* * 
weighty particulars; there is yet a third whereintheir formations do plain; 
ly croſs and thwart cach other. For whereas Bomeny ſwears that upon looking 
through the "Chink of the Cloſet door, he ſaw blood and a part of the Razor 
wichout making mention of his ſeeing 91y Lords Body or any part of it ; Rulſgl 
comes and depoſeth that Bomenie upon peeping through a Chink of the door, ſaw 
the Earl of Eſſex lying on the ground in the Cloſet, without adding any thing of 
his having ſeen blood,and a part of the Razor. Now beſides that Ruſſel ſwears 
a thing poſitively, which at moſt he could only fwear upon Bomenze's Info.- 
mation ; here is alſo adiilagreement hetween the account of what Bomene 
fay's he ſaw, and that which R«ſſelaffirm's him to have ſeen. The two El- 
ders who in the Apocryphal Hiſtory are reported to have ſworn falſely a 
gainſt Suſanna, did NOt Ore A , hor in ſo many particulars _ 
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. fere with and contradictone another,as theſe two Fellows Bomeny and Ruſſel 
appear to have don'in their Teſtimonies concerning the Earl of Eſſex death, 
But alaz! we have not been hitherto fo happy as to have this pretended 
crime of my Lord Efſex's cutting his Throat, tofall under the examination 
and cognifance of perſons of that integrity and uprightneſs as well as wif- 

'dom, which the calumnious accuſationof uncleannefs faſtned upon Suſan- 
»a had the fortune to do. And as the Informations afrheie two Raſcals do 

. plainly contradict each other; ſo in the /aft place we ſhall obſerve how one 

and the ſame Witneſs does in his. Depoſition thwart and gainſay himſelf For 

* whereas Bomente ſwears that on Thurſday the 12. of Fu'y he gave the Rator to 
my Lord, who thereupon went to pare his Naites with it 5 he immediately adds 

without the leaſt congruity either ro Senſe or Grammer , that he the ſaid 


Bomenie having given'my Lord the Razor, ent out of the room into the paſ- 


ſage by the door on Fryday.the 1 3. Nothing can b2 more aparent then that the 
for'going part of the Information relates. wholly ro Thurſday ; but at laſt 
without any regard in himſelf to what he ſaid, or relation in the next words 
to thoſe which preceded, Friday is broughtin contrary both to all Rules 
of Syntax, and the for'going words of his own Teſtimony. For what was 


antecedently depoſed referring to what: had fallen cur and was trans. 


ated on Thurſday, hisimmediately ſubjoyning that Then he went out. of the 
Room into the paſſage by the oor, ought by all the Rules of Speech and the 
Meaſures of Sence to relate to Thurſday alſo. But Friday being ctheday on 
- which the Earl of Eſex was kill:d, and which as both Bomenie and Ruſſel 
fivear was ſoon after his having received the Razor; it was therefore need- 


| fulthatin order to the giving ſome gloſe to. that part of their Information 


wherein they ſwear my. Lord cutt his own Throat, that Friday ſhould be 


. mentioned tho with never ſo much incongruity andabfurdnefss How con- 


—_ ts the righteouſneſs of God in uffering a villain who had firſt con- 
* Entedto the murdering his Mafter, if not allilted in it, and then undertaken 
to transferr thecrime and infamy. from the Aﬀſaſlinates- and charge it upon 
his innacent Lord, ſo evidently to contradict himſelf in what he fwears, as 
thereby to affoord the world an uncontroulabl: demonſtration both of the 
falſhood of his own Depoſition, and of his Maſters being guilclels of what 
Re accuſed him. | | | 

And as the many contradictions.of one kind and anether, which occur 
in the informations of the Witneſſes, do as fo many prints and Footſteps 
Tead and conduct us to: other Authors and Inſtruments of my Lords.death 
than himſelf, ſo the many irregularities which were commitred about the 
Rady by thoſe who had the. overſight and cuſtody of ic,before the. Coroner's 


Ins 
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IiqueFt had ſat upon it, adminifter unto us new proofs that the Earl of Ex 
was not Fejo de ſe, but that he was treacherouſly a irTo tr — 
by the hands of bloody and fuborned Ruffians. By the cuftome of all Nations 
* whichis equivalent to a common and Univerſal Law, but moſt eſpecially 
' by the known andalwaife practiced Cu#om of England,the Body ofa perſon 
fount dead and ſuppoſed to have come to anuntimely End,. ought (if it be 
poffibP) tolye in the place and poſture that it is found, till the Coroners Fu 
ry have fat upon the Body and inquired into the. manner of the perſons 
death. Nor can we think that thoſe in the Houſe, where my Lord was killed 
and found dead, could be ignorant of this cuſtom, ſeeing ir is ſo well and 
univerſally known to the meaneft and moſt ignorant people of the Nation- 
Neither is there any thing moreadapted and proper, as well as needful to» 
wards a diſcovery whether a perfon have fallenby his own hands or thehands: 
of others, than this received cuſtome and practice is upon many frequent 
and repeatedexperiences found to have been. For how many circumſtances - 
not only may but do often occurr* from-an obſervation. of the Site and po. 
ſture wherein the Body is found, from an inſpe&tion of the marks, tokens, 
 andimpreſflions left upon the Cloathswhich the party deſtroyed wore, and. 
from a view of the Footſteps, Symtom's, and Signes, whichthe place-where: 
the Fa& was committed and the Body fell may yield and afford ; all which 
may have their uſefulneſs and tendency to- give light: unto the Jury that is. 
- to fit upon the Body, and whoſe Duty and Office it is to: make inquiry-into- 
the manner of the p:rſons-death. But leaſt the Earl of Efex ſhould have. 
been found to have come to his Endafter an other manner, and by other . 
way's and means , than was ſafe or convenient for fome- people to have: 
known and believed, therefor* were all things otherwiſe carried, and the 
cuftom' of the Nation in caſes of this Nature not only neglected and deſpi- 
{ed,but with the greateſt impudence imaginabV violated and acted contrary 
unto. For beſides their taking my Lords Body out of the Cloſer where ic 
was found and by conſequence ought to have-lyen,. they did not only un- 
cloath, ftripp, and waſh itz but alſo waſh both*the Cloſet where it was 
found, and the lodging chamber into and through which we muſt ſuppoſe 
the perſons to have come, if any ailaflination was by the violent hands of 
others committed upon him. Yea andas if allthis had not been too daring. 
init ſelf, and enough to adminiſter a juſt ſuſpitiontoall mankind. of fome. 
villany perpetrated upon the perſonof this Nobl Lord; they proceeded fur- 
ther cven to the carrying away the very Cloaths which they would not ſo; 
much as allow the Fury to ſee, tho ſome of: the Coroners Inqueſt 'had the wit. 


and. ſeeming ingenuity as to call for them. Ido not affirmnor would I have: 
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ir thought, that all theſe irregularities were committed before the Coroner 


himſelf faw.the Body, for E have been well informed-and am fully ſatisfied 
to the contrary, atid: have reaſon to: believe.that he was prevailed upon te 
conſent and:give way to the do'ing of theſe abſurd and illega] things. Bur + 
that which I aſſert and which will be proved if occaſion be, both by the. 

feveral members of the Jury it ſelf, and by diverſe other perſons who ſaw 
the Body before the time of the Coroxers inquiſition, is that theſe irregulari- 
ties wers-committed and-done, ere ever the Fury, who were to be the jud- 
ges/ofthe manner of my Lord £ſex's death, were admitted or indeed could 
beto the fight of the Corps, For as the Coroners 1n9ueſt neither ſat upon, nor 


| ſaw the Body till the 14 of Fulj in the forenoon; 1o all cheſg irregular things 


had been dor” the x 3 being the fame day on which my Lord was killed. Now 
befides many other circumitances which the Fury might have obſerved dete- 
&tive'of and ſerving to diſcover the manner of my Lord Efſex's death, had 
all things been ſuffered ro remain as they wereat the momenc when hisBody 
was found, and as they ought according to the cuſtome of the Kingdom 
and the practice in all caſes of that Nature to have done, there would have 
appeared three remarkabl things to them, which had ſerved to convince all 
men-who had a ſpark of -Reaſon or degree of honeſty, that this great and 
honorabY Peer did not deſtroy himſelf , but was Maſlacred by hired and 
ſuborned Ruffians.' /Thejir/ whereof would haye been the print of a bloody 
foot upen one of my Lords Stockins, which lceing itcould not be an impreflion 
made by himſelf, mult necellarily have beenche-eftect of a moſt pertidious 
cruelty exerciſ:d upon him by others. | Nor is this a fiction of mine raiſed 
to-vindicate the memory of the E. of: Efex from the guilt and infamy of 
ſo baſe and enormous a: Crime, nor given, out 40 baftle and diſcredit 
the - belief of the late; Plot, and- deliver: the ' Confpirators .from the. re- 
proach and danger which that: pretended Combination had derived upon 
them, much leſs is it invented to defame the King, caſt an aſperſion upon 
the Government and enflamethe Nation, butghere are ey* Witrteſles ready 
to'fivear-it';- and one as remore from all likelihood of bzing the Author 
of 2 groundlefs and, Rowmantick;Fabl as any man, attirmed it before the 
Coroner and Fury when they lat-upon. an JInguitition mto the manner of 
my Lords death. For Samuel Peck a Servant of the Earl of Eſſfex's, and who 
had juſt brought the proviſions which Bomeny by my Lords Order had writ- 
ren-to the Steward for, as the-perfidious Raſcal was running down Stairs 
crying lit that-my Lord had killed /himfelf, and that be had found his Body 
deadin'the Cloſer, did thereupon/being)lurpriſed'by Bomerzes report rinup 
into'the/Chamber,; where:rhe law . his Atafter lying in the Cloſet with a great 
; puE | pl 
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part of his Le s reaching ont of the Cloſet door, 1 od the: print of a bliody foot uno 
one of his Srockins, which Ge —_— this honelt ws res 9 
violence committed upon the Earl of Eſex's perſon, that he immediately | 
cryEd out they have murdered #9 Lord. Nor is Peck the only Witneſs wh 
we can produce toteſtifi2 this, bur there are others alſo ready to confirm it 
npon Oath, whenſoever his Majeſty: will be pleaſed to take them into his 
protection and indemnifie them frogythe acceſlion they are guilty of cothar 
horrid and bloody murder.But before I dimifs Peck there isone thing Further 
obſervabP, namely that having among other things brought wine for my. 
Lords own drinking, Ruſfel and others of that feJlow's ſtamp and comple- 
X10N who, ſtood by, fell a jeering the poor man, telling him the wine came 
tqo late for my Lord to drink, but that he had -brought it very ſeaſanably 
tor tiis Funeral. Nor is:this the only circumſtance 'which would: have af: - 
toorded the Coroners Fury matrer of evidence and lightas to the manner of 
the Earl of Efſere death, had not the Body been medled with, buttuffered 
to continue in the place and poſture as it te}l;but there would have appeared 
a fecond circumſtance of as great importance and fignification in ir felf, and 
as ferviceabY as the forme to have diſcoveredthe barbarougviolenoe-com- 
mitted npon this innocentant excellent perfor. ./For-riotionly Adary| Fobnfon 
the, woman who was then Seivant in the Farderchouſe where my Lord was a 
priſoner, and, who affirms that ſhe'ſaw my Lords Body'asfoon aseither Bo- 
»meny or Rigel dicd; ' but ſeveral other perſons befides her, have confefled 
that the Neck or midd'l of my Lords Cravat was cut in four pieces. *Surely1ti\my: 
Ford (as Bomeny tells us) had takenoff his periwigand'hungirup,\bedaule; 
as the Villain would have the world believe ,” he conldnot fowonvemently: 
have cut his Throat with the Periwig on, he would forthe-ſamereafors 
have much rather laid aſide his Cravar, being no leſs than thzee times about 
his Neck, and more apt to hinder the accompliſhment of that unnatural 
Pa& which the infidous and perjured Raſcal hath endeavoured to father 
upon him, than the Periwig was. 'And-therefor* as it-3s unrealonabP to; 
think other wiſe, but that theEarlof E/ex-would-have lay*d by his | Crave, 
had he deſigncd to commit that vistence'upon himſelf; ſoit gives juftluipi-: 
tion that h2 was aflaflinated by others thar his Cravat was about his Neck, 
and cut thorough in ſo many places. And whenloever this affair of my. 
Lord of Eſ[/e:'s death comes to be admitted to afair-and indifferent hearing, , 
and a-pardonvouchſaf*d to'ſach asſhall-giveevidence; it will-be fully-pro-- 
ved that the bloody Miſcreants came providet} aid tarniſhed withan + wa 
ment which was able toconquer the reſiſtance, which.a Cravat, thothrice: 
rolled about the Neck was ab to give it. And whereas one Hebſter Bayliff - 
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the Tower liberty,: being. a perſon who afliſted Mary Fobnſon in Nripping 
my Lords Body, hath pretended to ſome that it was he who cutt the Cra- 
vat as not being abP readily tountye it ; this may be _ demonſtrated to 
be a ſtory purpoſely forged:towards the avoiding the ſuſpition , which the 
circumſtance of the Cravats being cutt by the ſame Inſtrument and ſtroke 
that gave my Lord the fatal and deadly wound, would have both begotten 
and cheriſhed in the Minds of unbiaz'dgMen. For beſides that Mary 7ohnſon 
- who in conjunction with Weber {tripp'd the Body, hath often afferced the 
contrary to this which #eb#er reports and gives out, it was not poſtibÞ that 
the Cravat ſhould be thrice about my Lords Neck when the wound and 

Gaſh was made from the Neck Bone behind the one jugular to the Neck 
Bone behind the other jugular ; and nor at all cutt or touched by the Inſtru- 
ment” wherewirhthat large and deadly wound was given. And as my Lords 
Cravatcould not be tyed harder than he ryed it himſelf, without the inter- 
vention of ſome violent hand that had endeavoured to choak him with it to 
hinder and prevent his crying. out ; ſo wecannot ſuppole'that my Lord him- 
ſelf had tyedit ſo hard, but thatic might have been caſily looſed and untyed 
without cutting of it. And as.it was impoſlibP. dhat my Lords Neck ſhould 
fwell after the Gullet -and' both the jugulars were cutt, which if it could 
have don” might have been a means and occaſion of the Cravats being more 
{trait' and cloſs about his Neck, ſo no rational man can apprehend, but that 
had it been never ſo ſtrait, they would have taken pains and found a way 
county it, eſpecially having a proſpect of enjoying it themſclves, it being 
uſoal in England that:they who ſtripp a dead Body are recompenced with the 
Sift and poſſcfiion of ; all the Cloaths which they find about it» And there- 
tor? as FWebſters pretending to have cutt the Cravat when he aſliſted in ſtripp- 
ing the Body ,is both a confirmation that it was about my Lords Neck when 
he was killed, and that it was cutt into ſo many pieces as I have declared; 
fo the having made it evident that this pretence of Webſter as to his cutting 
the Cravat at-ſuch, a time is a forgery and fiction of his own, I may from 
the whole very juſtifiably conclude, that this Report was invented to ſup- 
preſs the evidence and light which this circumſtance would have given into 
the manner of my Lord Efſex's death, and to prevent the queſtioning ſuch 
as' might thereupon have been ſuſpected and apprehended for aflaflinating 
and murdering that vertuous and NobP Peer. . But beſides the two fore- 
g0o'ingcircumitances which would have ſerved to detect. the manner of m 
Lords death; and the violence which had been uſed to bring him to his unti- 
mely End, there was.a Thifd of as great weight and moment as either of 


them, which had the Body been uttered to continue in the place, po_ 
_ and 
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and condition” as it fell, would have clearly diſcovered the perjury of Bo- 
meny and Ruſſel, and wonderfully contributed to the unvailing and laying 
open. the- whole Myſtery of this barbarous murder. Far whereas both 
Bomeny and Ruſſe} not: only ſwear that the Cloſet door where my Lord fell, 
Was lock'd when they came up to it, but that upon opening the door they found 
bim lying all along on the Cloſet Floor ; Peck the Szrvanc that had brought 
the provitions to my Lord juſt as Bomeny pretendzd to hav2 found him 
dead, and who upon Bomeny's meeting him oa the ſtairs and telling him 
that my Lord had killed himſelf, run immediately into the Cham- 
. ber, is ready to depole upon Oath that *be ſaw the Earl of Eilex's Body 
lying in the Cloſet with a great part of hw leggs without the Cloſet door. 
Which Teſtimony as ic ſhews che falihood of thoſe rwo Raſcals Informa- 
tions in {wearing that the Cloſet door was lock'd when they came firſt up 
to it ; fo it ought to have credit given thereunto, as proceeding from ons 
that could hope for no a4vantage by telling a lie, nor tear.any danger from 
declaring the Truth, while on che contrary Ruſſel and Bomeny were ſub- 
orned and brib'd to atceft a forged ſtory, and knew themſelves liable to be 
hanged for their acceſlion co my Lord's murder, had they related the mat- 
ter as it really was. Yea this poſture wherein Peck declares he found my 
Lord's Body, namely, three quarters of it lying in the Cloſet, and o01e quar- 
ter out of it, muſt have awakened theJu:y had they ſeen it in chat contd;- 
tion,to ſuſpect and apprehend, thac ſome preceding violence had been ot- 
fered to his perſon near the Cloſer door. But as the removiag and ſtripping- 
the Body, and waſhing both ic and the ewo Rooms befor? . ever tae Cr- 
roner's Inqueſ# was admitted eicher to ſee it, or to view thole places where 
the Tragedy had been acted, deprived chem of the knowledge of the fore-. 
goihg circumſtances, (and poſlibly of many others as weighry and impor- 
tant) which would have ſerved to have led: them into this Myſtery,” an 
enlightened chem about the manner of my Lord Eſſex's death ; {to norhing 
can be more convidive of fo:n2 violent and unlawtul courſe and mzans, 
made ule of to bring him co that deplorible and untimely End, than the 
irregularities commited upon and abour che Body, before che Jury either 
ſat upon, or ſo much as ſaw it. | 

That which we advance unto in the next place, as freſh matter of 
proof that the Earl of Eſſex was not Felo de ſe, but chart 'he perithed by 
the violent hands of bloody Afſaffinates, ariſerh partly from the carriage 
of the Jury it ſelf, which was truſted with che Inquiiicion into the man- 
ner of his Death, -and who as men of lictle-Senſe or Reaſon, and of les 
Juſtice and Honeſty, gave in upon CO he did voluntarily and felonioufly 
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cut his ewn Throat ; ant _ irom the behavrour of others towards the 


Jary both in confining and abridging them to a ſhorter time than was ne- 
cellary to a (:itable and thorough Enquiry into fo great an Afﬀeiir, and in 
denying end withholding from them thoſe-means of being enlightned in 
that matter, which it was their Duty to require, and the Duty of others to 
grant, and without which chey could not judge themfelves inabled to give 
a tive and juit Verdi concerning the manner of that Noble Mans death. 
And the fr/# thing that occurs in the carriage of the Fury, which makes it 
ſulpeted that even they did judge the manner of the Earl of Efex's death 
a'buſinets of too much hazard to enquire narrowly into, was their partia- 
lity in examining thoſe few Witneſſes which they called before thenz, and 
their giving too haſty and undeſerved credit to two Fellows of whom they 
had reaſon to be jealous as intereſted in that murder, againſt the informa- 
tion of an honeſt and.unbiaſs'd perſon. With what not only coldneſs but 
apparent loathnels to be truly informed, did they examine Peck, as if they 
had dreaded to hear any thing which might ſhake their belief of the Earl 
of Eſſex's having killed himſelf, or which might oblige them to accuſe and 
charge others with the guilt of his murder, while in the mean time they 
greedily hearkned to whatſoever Bomeny and Ruſſel {wore, tho? ſtufe with 
all the inconſiftencies and contradictions imaginable? How little eſteem 
and value did they ſet upon the information of poor Peck,tho' they could 
not but know tiat he was,a man whom none could have endeavoured 
to prepoſleſs, and who was neither under the influence of hope or fear to 
teſtifie any thing but what he ſaw; while in the imterim they paid an im- 
plicite faith to the ſelf and one another contradicting depoſitions of Bo- 
meny and Ruſſel, whom they might caſily have ſuſpeRted not only to have been 
Promipees and taught what they wereto ſay,but to have been both deterred 
by the apprehenſion of puniſhment from declaring the Truth, and ſway*d 
by Rewards to ſwear and publiſh a Falſhood ? Bur there is a Second thing 
wherein the Fury were partial and defe&ive in their Enquiry into the man- 
ner of the Earl of Efex*s death, and which by conſequence ſhews that if 
not all of them, yer ſome, and they ſuch as conducted the reſt, did either 
know or were jealous of a myſtery in the way of that Noble Mans coming 
to his fatal end, which they were not willing, and judged it nor for their 
intereſt to dive too far into. For albeit there were more perſons than Ru/- 
fel and Bomeny then in the houſe when my Lord's Throat was cut, yet 1 
do not find that they did, or were willing to examine any others. Now 
amongſt thoſe that were in Hawley's houſe at that ſeaſon when that bloody 
Fact was committed upon this honourable Peer,there was one Mary Jem 
| . wW 
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who amongſt many other things which ſhe declares, affirms particularly 
that being juſt entred my Lords Chamber as Rufſel and Bomeny were opening 
the Cloſet dour, ſhe ſaw the Body as ſoon as either of them did; and yet this Wo- 
man, whom the Cor:ncr's Inqueſ# were bound by the Laws of Juſtice as well 
as the Rules of ' Prudence to have examined, was never ſo much as called 
upon, nor ask'd a Queſtion concerning thar matter in a judicial way. Ard 
we have the more reaſon to complain of the Furies neglect. and infideli- 
ty in this particular, becauſe ſhe has otten-reported, and profefſeth her ſelf 
ready to depole upon Oath, divers things, which are wholly inconſi- 
ſtent with what Ruſſe! and Bomeny have intormed. For while they depoſe 
that they found my Lords Body lying along in the Cloſet, and the Razor lying 
by him on the Floor, this Woman, Mary fohnſon; both hath and doth {tiil 
report, that wy Lord of Ellex 22as found kneeling on -both his knees with his 
Body leaning againſt the Wall, and that the Razor was in hu hand, the blade 
being lying upon his Forefinger, and the handle hanging down between that Fin- 
ger and the Thumb. And while they {wear that it was not above a quarter 
of an hour and a half, from Bomeny's delivering the Razor to. by Maſter , 
tell the time of their finding him dead in the Cloſet ; She poſitively avers and 
affirms, that rhe Body when at firſt found was cold and ſtiff, which it 
could not be at that ſeaſon of the*year in a much longer time chan their 
Informations do ſpecific and allow. I do not ſay that what ſhe affi:ms was 
true, no more than 1 believe that what they inform was ſo.; but I fay the 
contrariety»which (had ſhe been examined ) would have appeared in her 
Teſtimony to theirs, might have ſerved to convince the Fuxy, and is fufh- 
cient to ſatisfie all mankind, [that things were not as they are declared by 
any of them, but that the manner of my Lord's death, and the poſture 
wherein the Body was found, being otherwiſe than was ſafe for them to 
diſcloſe and reveal, each of them in order to hide and conceal the Truth, 
and for the ſheltering both themſelves and others: from Juſtice, fram'd'a 
ſtory of their own concerning that matter, whence ir came to pals that 
they ſo widely differed one from another in their ſeveral and reſpective 
Reports. And as the carriage and behaviour of the Fury in their 1nqui/ition 
after the manner of the Earl of Eſfex's death, does plainly ſhew that there 
was a ſecret and hidden villany in that matter which {5me of them were 
either forbidden or afraid to ravel into; fo it ſerves to deprels and take off 
the credit of that Verdict which they gave in concerning his having mur- 
dered himſelf: But let us in the next place obſerve and contider the be- 
haviour of other perfons, and thoſe acting by no meaner Authority than 


of great men, towards the Coroner's Inqueſ# when they were _ 
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and fat upon the Body ; and we ſhall from thence alſo be furniſhed with 

new proofs and further evidence, that the Earl of Eſſex dig not deſtroy 

himſelf, but was brought to his unfortunate and untimely end, by Inſtru- 

ments whom they would not have known, and by means which they durſt 
. Not admit to have narrowly ſearched into. For: whereas according to the 

ſlaying of the Per, which my Lord Chancellor Finch was pleaſed to quote at 

the Tryal of my Lord Srafford, ws 


 Nulla unquam de morte hominzs cun{atio longa eff. Juven. Sat. 6. 


That we can hardly proceed ſlowly, nor ſearch diligently enough in what con; 
cerns the life or death of a man; 1o there were many tingular and weighty 
reaions, ariſing from the worth and quality of the perſon, the place and 
condition my Lord of Eſſex was then in, the benefit or prejudice which 
were likely to enſue to others, as his death ſhould be found to be compaſ: 
led by this or that means, which ſhould have influenced the Fury to uſe all | 
-the utmoſt ſcrutiny and diligence imaginable in their Enquiry into the | 
manner of, that Noble Mans death. But inſtead of rhis, "a, "ut was little 
ſooner met. ( which by the way was at a publick houle in the Tower, whi- 
ther the Coroner had adjourned them after they had ſeen the Body) than 
a Meilage was ſent them to make haſte in their Inquiſition, becauſe one waited 
70 carry it to the King. Not that I would perſwade the World they had any | 
Authority from His Majeſty to uſe ſuch an Expreſſion, or that the King 
was not. willing they ſhould take time to examine things throughly as well 
as with gravity and leiſure, but that there were ſome great men andvery 
near his perſon who gave order to make uſe of his name, in order to the 
preventing the reproach and publick guile, which a due, calm, impar- 
tial,and leiſurely Enquiry of the Fury into that matter,would have ſubje&ed 
and made them obnoxious unto. Nor.can I believe that Hawly the Warder, 
who was one of thoſe that ſent the forementioned Meſſage to the-Fury,either 
would or durlt have done it, and much leſs have named the King, bur that - 
he had expreſs Command and Warrant from ſome in power for the doing 
of it, and that there were ſome men of the firft quality, who for reaſons 
well known to themſelves, were exceeding backward and averſe. to the 
having the manner of che Earl of Eſſex's death too critically ſearched into. 
But beſides the method which I have mentioned that was uſcd towards 
* the Fary to hinder a due Þ:quiſition into the matter they were met about, 
and to trighten and intimidate them from tracing things too far, there was 
a ſecond paſſage, and much more aſtoniſhing than the tormer, in the beha- 
yiour 
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viour of ſome people towards the Coroner's Inqueſt while they were aſſem- 
bled and ficting about the Earl of Eſex's death. For one of the Fury having 
obſerved, that tho” they had been admitted to view the Body, yet they had 
not ſeen the Chaths which my Lord wore when he was killed, but that 
they had been taken off, and were carried away, did thereupon ask to ſee 
the Cloaths which my Lord had on when that unfortunate thing fell out, 
and in- which he was found dead. One would think that a more modeſt, 
juſt, and neceffary demand could not have been made; and take the con- 
dence to ſay, the Jury ought not to have proceeded to a Verdi till they 
had been complied with init, unleſs upon the denial of ſo righteous a Re- 
queſt, and the refuſal of a matter that was ſo neceſſary as well as uſetul 
to inform them, they had proceeded as in duty and conlcience they ought, 
to acquit my Lord from having committed any violence upon himſelf, and 
have caſt this horrid Murder upon others. - For inſtead of being gratified 
in the demand of ſeeing the Cloaths, the Coroner was immediately called 
into the next Room, whereſome Gentlemen were attending ( and a- 
mongſt othersthe perſon Thave juſt now mention'd) who having overheard 
what was ask'd for, ſeverely check'd and rebuk'd him for. ſuftering ſuch 
Queſtions to be propoſed. And this mercenary, or at leaſt cowardly Soul, 
Farnham the Coroner (if I may fo call him, being but the Coroner*s Deputy ) . 
returning back to the Fury after he had receiv'd cherepriman4 and rebuke, 
told them, they were called to fit on my Lord's Body, and not on his Cloaths, and 
that it was ſufficient they had ſeen the Body, and received an Account upon 
Oath bow it was found. O faithleſsand nonſenſical Man ! as if becauſe they 
were to fit .upon the Body, they might not be allowed a view of the 
Cloaths in which it was arrayed, when this noble Perſon received his fatal 
and deadly Wound. But ſtupid Fool, whom if thy Place and Office had 
not made an Eſquire, thy honeity and wit never would ; didit thou think 
that it was meerly the Body of the Earl of Efex thou waſt to fic upon, whilſt 
thy butineſs, man, was to enquire by what means, and afrer what manner 
my Lord himſelf came to that unnatural, violent, and untimely end. 
And therefore as thon ſat upon the Body meerly in order to the receiving 
light and intormation into che manner how my Lord's Perſon came to be 
deſtroyed, ſo if thou had{t not renounzed Conſcienceas well as Courage, 
thou wouldſt have deſired a ſight of the Cloaths in ſubſervency and order ta 

the ſame end. Nor can any rational perſon otherwiſe judge, why. the Body - 
was firſt {tripp'd, and the Choaths atcerwards with-held trom the view of 
the Fury when demanded by one of them to be ſeen, but becauſe fomething. 


or other remarkable would havebzen found upon and about them, —_— 
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would have overthrown the Iiformations of Bomenie and Ruſſel, and made 
_ appear my Lerd's being murthered by others, inftead of periſhing by his 
own hands. Doe” 

To all that we haye hitherto faid invindication of the Earl of Eſſex from 
the guilt and infamy, of having been a Felon of himſelf, and in proof that 
he was moſt treacheroufly as well as barbarouſly murdered by others; we 
ſhall in che next place givean account of fome remarkable paftages which 
were obſerved in tne Tower that Morning my Lord was kilPd, which will 
not only inform us there was ſomething requiring great ſecrecy then tranf: 
ating, but will condu& us home to the Authors and Authorizers of that 
villanous; and ever to be abhorred Afaſlination. The firſt thing then re- 
markable was, That the Gate at the lower end of thoſe Apartments in the 
Tower where the Earl of Eſſex andall the other Gentlemen committed for 
the late pretended-Plot, were lodged and ſecured, and which-always uſed: 
to ſtand open from Morning to Evening, was all that AMrning kept ſhut 
till after my Lord of Efex. was dead, except that it was once opened tolet 
out my Lord Ruſſel to his Trial, being immediately after he was gone,lock'd 
up again. And as. this could not eſcape the.ſight of the perſons who were 
then confin'd, 10 it gavethar furpriſe to fome of chem, being a thing which 
had not fallen out before, chat one Gentleman in particular called to his 
WWarder and ask'd himthe meaning of it, and receiv*d for,an{wer, That there 
was ſpecial Order given for it. Nor is it difficult to gueſs the reaſon of the 
Order,and upon what Motives,and in reference to whar end, command was 
givenfor keeping the faid Gate ſhut up all thar Morning till after the Earl 
of Eſſex was kill'd. For the Stage and Theater upon which the bloody Tra- 
gedy was to be acted, being within that Gate, it was needful to keep people 
out as much as they could, to prevent the difcovery of the Actors, unleſs it 
were ſuch as had their parts in ſome of the Scemes, or would-be ſure to give 
their Plaudite to the whole. © A /ccond paſſage very remarkable, which 
was obſerved in the Tier that Morning, and which ſpeaks as loud to the 
matter we are upon. as the former, was, that the King and Lake having been 
| at the Lieutenant's houſe, which is about the midele of the 4ltey where 
my Lord of Eſſex and the reft were impritoned ; and having ſtood in a 
Balcony with a few attending them to fee my Lord Ruſ{cl pats by to his 
' Trial ; the Duke did ſoon atter, with ſeveral waiting upon him, withdraw 
from the King 1down into the Alley the Gate whereof was ſtill kept ſhur. 
Surely it could not be the pleaſure of the walk that made the Duke leave his 
Majeſty at that ſeaſon, but he had ſomething cogive Otder about, and to 

ſee the managing of, which was of more moment than his Prince's com- 


pany, 


pany, and which his heart was infinitely more ſet upon: The 73rd and 
laſt thing which fell under the obfervationof divers then in-che Tower, was, 
Thar the Dake having withdrawn from the King,there were ſeveral perſons 
immediately ſent and ditmifſed from his very tfidetowards the Earl of E/ 
ſex's lodgings, wh-returned not till after the death of that Noble perſon, 
that they came and gave an account of the obedience they had paid to his 
Highneſs's commands, and that the Earl of Eſſex was kill'd, pretending he 
had cut his own Throat, thereby murdering his Memory after they had 
allafiinated his Perſon. It may be expected that I ſhould here mention.che 
Names of thoſe that were ſent upon that barbarous errand, bur there being 
ſome of chem who may be improved and made ſerviceable to dete& the 
villanous crime they wereaſliſting to. commit, it is but Juſtice toour ſelves 
as well as to them to conceal their Names : And to publiſh'the Names of 
the reſt, were but to ſet a mark upon the former, and expoſe them to the 
rage and power of St. Fames's by not proclaiming them in conjun&ion 
with the others. But this offer I renew again beth to his Majeſty and his. 
Miniſters of Juſtice, that if a melins inquirendum into the manner of my 
Lord Eſſex's death, may be ordered, and an Indemnity granted to ſuch as 
ſhall be willing and able to dete&t by whom and how he. was murdered, 
then ſhall the Names not anly of the Ryffans who committed the bloody 
Fac, but the Names of the Conſpirators who were the' Contrivers, Au- 
thors, and Encouragersof it, he both diſcovered to his Majeſty and judicial 

Officers, and publiſhed to all the World, : 
The only thing which remains to be diſcourſed- of, in confirmation of 
the Earl of £fex*s being murderedby others, and that he was not Felo de 
ſe, is that of a bloody Razor's being thrown out of his Chamber Window before 
any noiſe of his Death, cr the leaſt intimation that be was killed. And indeed 
this of a bloody Razors being thrown our of his Window, has already made 
a great c/amor in the World, and was the firſt thing which raiſed aluſpici- 
on that my Lird had not deftroyed himſelt, but that hewas aſſaflinated by 
others. For as it was impoſiible that after his- Throat was cut he fhould 
throw it out himſelf, fo it could not be'caſt forth by others before the body 
is pretended to be found, or any declaration made that he was killed, un- 
leſs it was by ſuch aswere pretent in the Room when he was ſlain,and who 
were inſtrumental in his Murder. Nor can any account be given why they 
did it, but that God infatuated them, thereby to derect the villany they 
had committed. And ir ſeems they had' no ſooner recollected themſelves, 
but they were ſenfible it would not ſerve the endthey had detign'd itunto, 
namely of making the world believe hethad cut his own Throat, and in 
revenge 


(64) , 
revenge upon the Inſtrument wherewith it was done,thrown it away after 
the deed was performed, and therefore they immediately both cauſed it to 
* be raken up, and carried back into the Cloſet, and have had the impudence 
ever ſince to deny that ever ſuch a thing was done. Nor can the Story 
which a'certain Gentleman at 7#hitcbal had formed for them, ſtand them 
in any ſtead, viz. Thac Bomeny finding my Lord dead in the Cloſer, 
and the Razor which had been the Inſtrument of his Death, lving by 
him, and that thereupon being ſtruck with Surprize and Aſtoniſhment 
at ſo. unexpected and deplorable an Accident, he took up the Razor, 
being acted by Grief and Indignation, and not minding what he did, 
threw it out of the Window. For beſides that the Razor was thrown 
out of the Window before there was. the leaſt noiſe of my Lord's death; 
this Gloſs. and Qualification was invented too late to ſerve the end it 
was deſigned unto, ſeeing Bomeny's and Ruſſe!s Examinations with which 
It is inconſiſtent, were publick before. Now in proving that a Razor 
was thrown out of my Lard Efſex's Window before the news and tidings 
of his Death, I would not be thought to acknowledge that it was x Raztry 
wherewich the mortal and deplorable Wound was given him, being well 
aflured that ir was with an Inſtrument much more proper for the purpole 
than that would have been; but that which Lintend by the proof hereof is 
partly the overthrow and ſubverſion of Bomeny's and Kuſſel's Informations, 
upon which the inquiſition and werdi& of the Coroner*s Inqueſt was built, and 
partly tocftabliſh and evidence that antecedently to the noiſe and report of 
my Lord's death, there were ſome perſons in the Chamber where he was 
kilPd:. Which laſt if once obtained, it will, I ſuppoſ?,bethence readily grant- 
ed that they were not there to be idle Speators of my Lerds cutting his 
own Throat, but thattheir buſineſs was to perpetrate themlelves that barba- 
Tous Fact upon him, tho? for the concealing rheir guilt,and avoiding the ju 
Tice and ſeverity-of the Law, they have endeavoured to cat the reproach 
and infamy of it upon that innocenr and injured perton. The ff whore- 
der and divulged the Story of a bloody Razor's being thrown out of the 

. of Efſex's Window before there was any news of my Lord's death, was 
one F/illiam Edwards a Youth between thirteen and fourteen years of age, 
who having heard as he was going to School that the King and Duke were in 
the Tower, went in to ſee them,and cantinuing there ſomerimes in one place 
and ſometimes in another all that morning, came home about ten of the 
Clock to his Mother, and told the Earl of Efex was killed ; and that while 
ve the ſaid Edwards food near the Earl's Lodgings looking up towards hu 
Chamber-windew, he ſaw a Hand caſt out a bloody Razor, which being going 
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to take up, there came a ſhort Maid" or Wann with a white hood on ber bead 
cut of Captain Hawley*s Heuſe where the Earl lay, and tock up the Razor, 
which ſhe immediately carried intu the Captain's Heuſe, and run up ffairs, and 
that ſoon after he heard one cry out murder* ANI this the Bcy hath frequent- 
ly repeated and averred to his Father,” Mcther, Sifer, and to one Mrs. Burr,” 
as well as to Mr. Braddon, as thoſe four perſons depoſed upon Oath ar 
Mr. Braddon”s Tryal, yea, the very Bey himſelf did confefs and acknow- 
ledge in Cowrt that he had faid and reported it. *Tis crue, that after he had 
often. affirmed ir, he wasat laſt by the flatreries of ſome, and che menaces 
of others, brought to fay he faw no ſuch thing as a bloody Razor thrown 
out of the Earl of Efex's window, but that the whole which he had re- 
ported relating thereunto was fzigned and invented by himſelf. For having 
been told by his Sifer, thac through perſevering in his firſt Repore he - 
would not only ruine his Father and the Family , but that he wou'd I 
bring both himſelf and his Father to be hanged ; he thereupon under the 
influence of dread and fear retracted what he had before affirmed. But 
whether there ought not more credit to be given to his Aﬀirmation, than 
to his Denial, I dare refer it to the judgment of all imparrial men, wo 
have either heard of the Methods uſed towards the Bey at the Conncid 
Board, or who have read the carriage and bzhaviour of my Lord Chief . 
Feftice and the Court of Kings Bench in this matter at the Tryal of Mr. 
Braddon. And as 1 was amazed my ſelf on the peruſal of 'the Tryal, to 
obſerve with what impudence and barefacednels they not only diſcovered 
the means uſed by others to influence the Boy to torſwear himſelf, bue 
che arts and tricks in huffing on the one ſide, and cajoling on the other, 
whereby the very Bench drew him into and cheriſhed him in perjury ; 1o 
I never had the tortuns to ſpeak with a man that was wiſs or honelt, but 
he was forced to acknowledge that the Boy's firft Report in ſaying he law 
a bisody Razor thrown out of the Earl of Efex's window, ſeem'd natus 
ral, plain, candid, and true, whilft his denying what he had fo often 
affirmed to have ſeen, appeared evidently to be wheedled out of him, or 
by reaſon of the dread and- fear wherewith they had'pollets'd him, wrelted 
and extorted from him.” How grofs as well as unbecoming was it for my L. 
Chief FuFtice, When old Mr. Edwards had upon” his Childs being 1worn, 
® charged him in the preſence of Almighty God to ſpeak the Truth,and nothing but 
the Truth, I ſay for my L.C. Juſtice to bid the Child turn about and ſay, Father,be 
ſure you ſay nothing but the Trath, For as the Father's command to his 508 
does plainly intimace-the jealouſie he waSumnder-concorning the Boy's being 
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wrought upon to perjure himſelf; fo the Reply which my Lord Chief 
Fuſtice advited the Child to make to his Father, did beſides the irreverence 
rowards a Parent whereof it ſavoured, directly inſinuate the apprehenfions 
he had left the Father's Chriftian Counſel ſhould fortifie the Child ro 
affert the Truth. How palpably as well as ſhamefully did my Lord Chief 
Fuſtice betray and reveal their entangling the Boy to {wear a lic, by the 
rage as well as ſuperciliouſneſs wherewith he treated Mr. I#allop (a perſon 
not only to whoſe age honour is due, but who in all the qualifications of 
a Gentizman, and the accompliſhments of a Scholar in all other Learning 
as well as ths Law, infinitely tranſcends and exceeds his Lordſhip) and tor 
no other reaton but becauſe Mr. Wallop would have ask*d young Ars. 
' Edwards * whether ſhe had not told her Brother zhat the King would hang 
his Father if be did nut deny what he had ſo often affirmed to have feen. And 
tho? it was 2 Queſtion, the anſwering whereof would have unfolded and 
laid open the means by which the Boy was wrought to retract what he had 
tormecly declared, and would have confirmed the truth of his ficſt Report, 
yet my L.C. Juſtice inſtead of ſuffering any Anſwer to be given to it, not 
only upbraided that ancient, learned, and worthy Gentleman, as it he had 
intended to have charged the King with a deſign of hanging men,or elſe of 
making them deny the Truth (borh which were far from his thoughts and 
the intention of the Queſtion) but having huff*d and hecored him, did 
threaten him with the animadverſion and correfion of the Court tor refle- 
&ing upon and aſperſing the Government. Nor is young Edwards the. 
only one who hath declared that he ſaw a bloody Razor thrown out of 
the Earl of Eſſex's window before any noiſe or rumor of his death ; bur 
there is alſo a Girl, one Fane Lodeman, of about thirteen years of age, who 
being in the Tower that Morning the Earl of Eſſex was killed, and ſtand- 
ing over againſt his Lodgings, came home and told both her Aunt and 
others about zex of the Clock, that it was reported the Earl of Effex had 
cutt his Throat, and that ſhe had ſeen a hand caſt a bloody Razor out of the 
window where the people ſaid that my Lord lodged. And as this Girl had no 
acquaintance with or knowledge of the former Boy, and cohſequently they 
could not agree together to form and invent a Romantick and fabulous 
Story, nor to concert the particulars which they were to report; fo it is. 
obſervable that their Relations do harmonife and accord in all the main 
heads, and only ſeem to differ in one thing, which the Girls unacquain- 

tedneſs with the ſeveral parts of the houſe where my Lord lodged led her 
into a miſtake about, For they both agree that there was a Razer thrown 
Olit 
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out of the Chamber window before Marder crycd ont, and thae this Ra-. 


zor was bloody, and that immediately there camea ſhort Maid or Woman ont 
of the houſe with a white hood upon her. head, who went towards che 
place where the Razor fell ; which as they are all the material things 
requiſite to the confirmation of the Fa, ſo being wholly ſtrangers 
to one another, tney could not before-hand concert them, nor agree che 
tnings they ſhould report, Had one faid it was a Knife that was chrown 
out of the window, while\the other had affirmed that it was a Razor; or 
had one denyed it to be 4/-9qy, while the other had reported that it was /o; 
or had the one mentioned a A{zn as having come out of the houſe towards 
it, while the other ſpake of a K@n, there would have been thea ſome 
reaſon for the Ridiculing it as a Fiction, 1ecing the contradicting one ano- 
ther in the eſſential circumſtances of the Report, would have dete&ed 
{he falſhood of the Reporters. And it muſt argue great perverſeneſs as 
ell as ftrange prepoſleiiion of Mind, to pretend to T 

becauſe the Children ſeem to vary one from another in a little and minute 
thing, when in the mean time there is the greateſt harmony imaginable de- 


isbelieve th e Story- 


tween them in all that is of moment for the eſtabliſhment and affurance of ' 


he realty of the Fact. And therefore whereas towards invalidating the 
Girls Teſtimony, it was objeted by my L. Chief Fuſtice Feffreys that ſhe 
ſhould ſay the Razor was thrown out of the Cloſet window, when the Boy 
had faid + that it was thrown out at the Chamber window; this pretended 
inconſiſtency between the two may bs eafily removed to the ſatisfation 
of all rational men, and the eternal reproach and infamy of Sir George 
Feffreys. For indeed ſhe ſaid no ſuch thing, nor did ſhe know the Cliſer 
window from the Chamber window, nor ſo much as which was my 
Lord's Chamber but as ſhe heard declared by the Standers by. All that the 


Girl did affirm was,that * ſhe ſaw a hand throw a #/oody Razor out of a win- 


dow, which as the people diſcourſed belonged to the houſe where the E.of 
Eſſex lodged.Nordid the obje&tionarile from what the Child her ſelf depoſed 
in Court, but it was ſtarted from the Depoſition of one G/asbrook, who infor- 
med of the Gzrls having told her «nt that the E.of Efex had cut his Throat, 
and that ſhe was ſure of it becauſe ſhe law him throw the Razor out of the 
window, -and that it was all 5/ozdy, Now becauſe the Cloſer was the place 
where my Lord was found dead, they would inter that ſhe meant the 
Cloſet window, and thereupon-conclude the Story to be falſe, both be- 
cauſe of the impollibility that himſelf ſhould throw the Rezor out, and 
the contrariety which they would _—_ fuppoſed to be in this expreſſion 
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to what the Boy had reported. Whereas the phraſe does only ſhew the 


fiimplicity of the Child, but does no ways argue the tallity of the Report. 


And the account which She gave of the place where She food , namely, 


* in that part of the Tower called the Mount, plainly ſhews that - ſhe could 
Not mean the Cl:;/et window, but the window of the Chamber. And had 
the Court of the X:7gs Bench had but the juſtice and integrity which be- 
came men in their places, one Queſtion of the Fudges, and the Childs An- 
{wer to it, would have clearly decided whether ſhe meant the Cl:er 
window, or that of the Chamber. For had they but ask'd her, whether 
the window out of which the Razor was thrown, ſtood towards the 
Fereſtreet or the Back yard, the Obje&tion would have immediately va- 
niſhed ; ſeeing conſidering the place where the Child was then ſtanding, 


. ſhe muſt have anſwered, that ic look*d towards the Fore-/reet ; nor was 
' tt poſtible tor her to fee any thing thrown out of the Cloſer window, un- 
' Teſs ſhe had ſtood in the Back-yard, which ſhe neither did, nor was fo 


much as ever there. But by the asking ſuch a queſtion, Sir George Feffreys 
would Have loſt the advantage not only of r:4ic«ling the whole matrer 
about the Razor, and of devolving the murder of the Earl of Eſſex upon 
himſelf, but of skreening the Malefactors from Juſtice, and poſſibly of 
ruining Mr. Braddon,- which were things of too great concernment to St. 
Fames's, to let an occaſion and pretence of compaſling them eſcape him, 
eſpecially at the coſt of a little Meekneſs, Patience, and Juſtice in his 
Lordſhip in receiving a Depoſition, and examining a Witneis. Now this 


' Objetion advanced by my Lord Chief Juſtice againft the Truth of the 
Girls Teſtimony, being: fully and to the ſatisfaction of all impartial men 
removed and taken off all that abſurd and nonfſenfical ſtuff, which through 
' his having wreſted the Childs words, he fuperſtruts upon his own 


Dreams and Fictions, does of its own accord, and without its being needful” 
for me to interpole any thing by way of remark upon it, fall to the ground. 
Nor will any man of common ſenſe henceforth imagine that the Coach 
which the Child ſays ſhe ſaw at the Door, muft therefore have been in 
the Back-yard, and conſequently been droven through the narrow Extyy 
and Door of the Houſe ; ſeeing it is evident from what hath been here 
diſcourſed, that ſhe meant the Fore-door and not the Back, and to that 


there was no difficulty of acceſs. | And with the fame eaſe may all that 


Captain Hawley and my Lord Chief Faftice declare about the height of the 
Pales, and the impoflibility of throwing any thing out of the Cloſer win- 
dow over them, and efpecially of ſeeing it when thrown over and lying 
uPOrn: 
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upon the ground, be dilipated and blown away; 'b:catiſe it'was'not the: 
Pales encompatling th2 Back-yard which the Girl's Teſtimony referrett un- 
to, but thoſe to which her Depoſition related, are the Pales which face 
and tence the forepart and front of the Houſe. O the Chicanery and, frau- 
dulency of a mzrcenary Lawyer, inſtead of the uprightnefs and integrity 
ofa juſt andimpartial Judge! Nor couid my L.C. Juſtice have taken/a more 
expeditious and eif:&ual courſe to proclaim his own Villany, than he 
bath done, by endeavouring to-ridicule and expoſe this poor Child's Teſti- 
mony in the foregoing particular. And whereaz * Mr. Juſtice Holloway - 
was pleaſed to excepr again{t the Depotition of the Girl in another parti- 
cular, namely, that whilit ſhe wore the Razor fell within the | Pales, the 
Boy had faid that'it fell 4tbout them ; I do return this by way of ' Anſwer 
to it : Fir, that the Reports of the two Children are much more eatie to 
be reconciled, than the Obſervation of Mr. J«#ice Hulloway upon this 
point, is to be reconciled with that of my Lord Chief Fuſtice Fefferys con- 
cerning the fame. For whereas - /u/ice Hilloway would have the contra- 
diction between the Informations of the Children to lie in this, + That the 
Girl ſaid ihe Razor fell within the Pales, and the Boy ſaid it fell without ; my 
Lord Chief Fuſtice will ' have it to lie in the Girl's. ſaying the Razor was 
thrown on the outſide, while the Boy had ſaid it was thrown on the inſide. 1 
am ſare one of theſe two Zudges mult be miſtaken, fſeeing-ic is impoffible 
that two accounts of the tame thing 1o clearly contradictory the one: to 
the other, can be true. And indeed che miſtake lies with my Lord Chief 
Fattice Fefferys (whom pathon had tranſported to that degree,that he nei- 
ther duly minded what hirnſelf or others ſaid ) in affirming: that the Gr! 
ſhould ſay, the Razor was thrown on the outſide the Pales, when ſhe had 
exprelsly ſworn that it was thrown on the infide of them. But then,. 2. as to 
the inconſiſtency between what the Boy informed, and that ' which the 
Girl depoſed ; I ſay that young Edwards had both in words, and by imi- 
rating the poſture and motion of the hand out of which the Razor fell, tre- 
quently declared that it was caft on the i»/ide of the Pales. His Father, 
Mother, and ſeveral others are ready to depoſe, that when he firit rold the. 
Story of the Razor, he expreſted ic by ſaying that it droprout of a hand 
from the E.of Efex*s Window,which did plainly fignifiethathe meanr it fell 
on the i»fideof the Pales. And whenſoever he ufed to imitate the motion 
of the hand from which the Razor fell, he did put it into ſuch a down- 
right poſture, as that all who obſerved his imitating what he ſaw done, 
: concluded that the Razor fellon the in/ide the Pales. Nor was he ever hearil 
| to 
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_ to ſay that it fell on the out/ide.of the Pales, ſave only that time that Mr. 
Braddon took his information in writing, when his Sifter by endeavouring 
ro threaten him into a denial of the whole matcer he ſaw,had put him into 
fuch a fright, chat either he could nor remember, or did not mind every 
lictle circumſtance of what he-as well ſaw as had often reported before. 
And it is remarkable that neither himſelf at Mr, Braddor?s Trial, where he 
repeated and acknowledged what he had formerly reporced, nor any other 
Witneſſes who appearcd at thefaid Trial to teſtifie what they had heard 
him ſay, did in the leaſt mention his having at any time ſaid that the Ra- 
zor fell on the out-/ide of the Pales; but on the contrary his Mother does fo 
word her Depoſition, as ſerves to prove that ſhe believed he always meanc 
the in;/ide of the Pales ; for ſhe ſweares, * chat be ſaid he ſaw a hand out of a 
Window and a Razor fall down. And as the whole matter of a Razor's bein 
thrown or let fall out of the Earl of Efex his Window immediately before 
the noiſe of his death, will be atteſted by ſeveral other perſons when there 
is occaſion ; ſo the Sentinel deak, whom we have formerly mentioned, not 
only.reported it to divers perſons both that Morning my Lord was killed, 
and afterwards,but he added two or three remarkable Circumſtances,ſome 
whereof the Boy had not taken notice of, nor the Girl! obſerved others, 
\ That which Meak then declared to three perſons the very day my Lord was 
killed, and which they are ready to {wear when called thereunto, is, That 
juſt before the Earl's death was publickly known , there was a bloody Razor 
thrown out of his Chamber-window, which was ſeen by ſome of the Souldiers as 
well as by others ; and whilſt a little Boy who had ſeen the Razor thrown out, 
run towards it to take it up, a ſhort Maid or Woman that came out of the houſe 
where the Earl of Eſlex lodged, was too quick for the Boy, and ſnatched up 
the Razor, and having run with it into the bouſe, Murder was ſoon after 
cred out. Thus we have not only a confirmation trom a third perſon, that 
there was a Razor thrown out of the Earl of Eſſex's Window before any 
tidings of his death, and that a Boy went to take it up, but was prevented 
by a ſhort Foman from Captain Hawley's houſe, who took it up and runin 
with it, the laſt paſſage of which the Gir! had not obſerved ; but we have 
alſo a ratification ot a paſſage the Gir! {wore,which the Boy gaveno account 
of, namely, that there were divers other perſons ſtanding by who ſaw this 
bloody Razor thrown out of my Lord of Efſex's Chamber-window. Nor isit | 
ſtrange that every little thing ſhould not be equally minded by all, bur ic 
is enough to ſet this buſineſs beyond the controul of all rational men,thatit 
| hath been declared by two beſides the Boy, whereof as none of them _ be 
ops 
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fuppoied under any prevalent temptation to feign ſuch a Story, fo it was 
impothible that three perſons, altogether Strangers toone anocher,ſhould at 
one and the ſame time, and in three different places conf; pire and agree to 
report the fame.thing. But to all theſe proofs drawn from the teſtimonies of 
ſeveral perſons concerning a Razor's being thrown out of the Farl of Eſjex's 
Window before the news of his death. There is another evidence a5 con- 
vincing as any of them which may be derived from the Razor ot ic 1elf. And 
that isthe ſeveral Gaps or Notches which were found in it when the Fury 
faw it, and had the account of its being found by my Lord's Body, and of 
its being the Inſtrument wherewith, as they faid, he had cut his Throat. 
For beſides one large Gap or Nitch at the point, into which a man might al- 
moſt lay the end of his little Finger, it was for*about two inches towards 
the handle 1o gapp'd and notch'd, that the edge was wholly broken off, and 
yet all that part ofthe Razor which extended from the Notch at the point 
cill within two inches of the handle, was ſofar frombeing gapp'd, that it re- 
mained very keen and ſharp. And this of the Notches in the Razor was 16 
remarkable, that ſome of the 7ury not only obſerved it, but asked one of the 
Chyrargeons who was by, Whether my Lord by cutting his Throat could 
have made theſe Nezches in the Razor. To which the Chyrurgeon anſwered 
he might, but whether it was from his being Fool or Knave, or both,T leave 
others to judge. For I am ſure the reaſon he afligned from the Tremefa#ion 
that was in the hand by that time the Razor reached the Neck-bone, is ri- 
diculous in it ſelf, and can fatisfie no rational man. And had this ignorant 
or ſuborned fellow conſidered the poſition and /ite of the notches, he would 
have both underſtood the falſchood of his reply, and how abſurd the rea- 
{on was which he endeavour'd to uſtifie and ſupport it by. For admitting 
at the preſent that the gap at the point might have been'fo occaſion'd, which 
yet was impoſlible for reaſons afligned before ; yet how was it poſlible that 
that part of the Razor which was towards the handle, and which muſt be 
graſp'd or held in the hand, otherwiſe the Razor could not be uſed, northe 
wound given, ſhould be moſt zorch'd and gapp'd,ſceing all muſt grant that ic 
was ſo far from approaching the, Neck-bone, that it could not paſs beyond 
the skin andoutward part of the Guller. Surely I,the ſame part of the Razor 
could not at oneand the ſame time be held faſt within the hand,and begra- 
ting alſo upon,andagainſtthe Neck-bone? This is ſo obvious to every child, 
that I know not how to aſcribe the Chyrurgeen's Anſwer to his ignorance, | 
but muſt either impute it to the Confternation which ſo Tragical an acct-! 
dent had put himinto, that heremain'd not Maſter of common ſenſe ; or 


ir muſt be reſolved intoa worſe cauſe, namely, a fear of tracing the ae, | 
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of thithononrable perſon, ts the true and real Actors of it, Nor ca the - 
Conſpitators againſt the life of that Noble Peer avoid the ſtrength andevi 
dence-of this argument, but that the Razor mult Fave fallen both from ſome 
conſiderable height, and upon ſome refifting ſharp and Þard {ubſtance, or 
that otherwiſe it could never have been gapp'd and noreh"dasit was: And I 
dare upon this Thea challenge Reger Le#range to do his utmoſt,tho' I know 
he hath as good a faculty ar 1idiculing and baffling reaſons which he can- 
not anſwer, as my Lerd Chief Fuſtice Fefferys has ar expoſing and hectoring 
Witneſſes, the truth-of whoſe teſtimony he cannot otherwiſe avo'd. 
-Thus I have finiſhed what at leaft I judge fir and proper ar this time and 
jundure to be ſaid concerning the barbarous murderandunparallell'd maſ- 
ſacre, as well as the violent and untimely end of that honourable and inno- 
cent perſon, Arthur late E. of Eſſex : And do greatly rejoice that I have been 
able:ro do this piece of fervice ro God and my Country, as well as tothe 
memory '/and vertue of that excellent man. For tho* thy Friends, great E/- 
ſex | were not fo happy as to prevent thy being murdered by the hands of 
execrableRuffians,yer it isfome relief to them under all cheir torrows for thy. 
tinfortunate and 7ragical end, to be in a condition to vindicate thy Name 
from the infamy caſt upon thee of having deſtioy'd thy ſelf. And tho” we 
have allthelightinto,& aſſurance imaginable of divers other things, yet we. 
donot here publiſh them becauſe that were both to expoſe Uivers perſons to. 
the like fate & deſtiny,&to deprive our ſelves of the benefit of their teſtimo- 
ny at a. Bar againſt the Malcfactors. We hope neveitheleſs that under all 
the diſadvantages under which welie,there is that account givenof matters, | 
circumſtances & perions;thatnone can reaſonably doubt of the truth of my. 
Lord of Efex*s being perfidioufly aflaffinaced” And to let this affair yer far- 
ther beyond all queltion and conerol, 1 do challenge thoſe who do think, 
themſelves injured or agrieved, that for their own vindication, and the dit-: 
covety-of that murder, they would put chis matter concerning the inanner 
of the/E. of Efex's death, into a fair, fe, and legal way of Trial, without 
danger to'them who ſhall appear as Witneſſes, 'or dafiage to fich' as ſhall, 
have the vettueand courage to underrake to'proſectite, But it inftead of 
this they fall 'tpon reinirig'men by Actions of” Seandalir Magnatumm, or of 
affafftinating: ſuch whom they ſhall ſufped tothave detected this bloody . 
and enofftous crime, I hope it will be lookt upon riot as a vindicat.on Of. 
the infottncy but as an Argument of their Guilt. Nor can any man be. 
brovelitinte troable for hxving or ceading this Book; but it. will bea freſh , 
poof, that there is both a villanous myſtery-in the manner of the Earl of, 
Effees Qeath which'they would not have known, aridthat there are Prey ; 
guilty 


C97): | 
guilty of, and acceſſory to it, whom it concerns them to preſerve from the 
Infamy and Puniſhment thereof. Great Efex ? how ungratefully wert thou ' 
recompenſed for the Loyalty of thy Family, as well as thy own Sufferings 
and Services in behalf of the Crown? Was this the Reward of thy Fa- 
ther*s laying down his Life on a Scaffold,and of all that thou thy ſelfunder- 
went and did for the King and the Government ? Is it the Fate of the Ca- 
pel: either to die for the Royal Family,or to fall by the Treachery & Cruely 
of ſome of the Regal Off-ſpring ? Vertnotis Soul,! when Thou had'ſt nor 
Crimes for which they could deſtroy thee, thy. Worth & Integrity became 
thy capital Offences ; When their infamous and perjured Witnelles could 
not adminiſter ground to thoſe at St.Fames?s toreach thy Lifezthy Loye to 
England, and zeal for the Proteſtant Religion, were ſufficient Reaſons with 
a great 4an.and ſome others,to conſpire and compaſs thy Death ? And'thy 
declining to join with the Papilſts to ſubvert the Lays of the Kingdon,and 
extirpate the Northern Hereſy, was Motive enough, firſt to hate, and then 
to deſtroy thee. And what they —_—_ to rjdred Witneſles, 
and a pack'd Jury of Peers, they reſolved to accompliſh by ſuborned and 
hired Aſſaſſinates. When they wanted the ſhadow of Law to arraign thee 
| before thy Peers in a publick way, they found. Men wearing Stars and 

Coroxets.who undertook to {it privately vpon thee and ſentence thee to die. 
Having lived the Patron as well as Darling, of thy Country, thou fell at 
laft, through the malice of the Nation's Enemies, a Vittiai and Sacrifice 
for its Rights and Libertics.Nor was there any way for theeto haveelcap'd 
their rage, but either ro have been leſs dutiful roGod and thy Country 
or leſs tender to them, and more their open and avow'd Enemie. Had 1 
thou,when time was, unravelld the Popjſh Conſpiracy, as thou both migh 
and ſhould have done, thou could'ſt have prevented the miſery that is fal- 
len upon the Nation, and the deplorable End thou haſt been brought unto 
thy ſelf? But thy.Zeal for the greatne( of the Monarchy, and thy Love as 
well as Compaſſion to a Great an, have, through the injuſtice and nn- 
thankfulneſs of that Man whom thou walt ſo induſtrious to. fave, proved 
ati unhappy occaſion of our Slavery, and thy own ruin. * And tho none 
- does more reverence thy memory than 1 do, yetT cannot but obſerve how 
conſpicuons the Righteouſneſs of Gad is, 1n the injuſtice of that br, ing 
ful Man. Whilſt his Afociates are reſerved by Heaven to fall with him z 
they who knew his Deſigns, but out of pity to his Perſon as well as love 
lo his Majeſty, thought fit to conceal them, are by an unſearcheable, but 
holy Providence, left ard ſuffered to fall by him. Nor according ta the 
meaſures of Wiſdom, or in conſiſtency with the Principles of true Reaſon, 
cail any Man be a Friend to Religion _ Natural Rights, without being 
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an ayowed Adverſary totbat great Mar himſclt.as well as to.his Contrivan- 
ces ? But what do you thipk, O. ye Peers and Gentlemen of England ! are 
not all your Lives threatned in the deſtruction of this one Nobleman ? The 
Laws that could not protect him, will be as unable to defend you. If the 
Tower of London, which is his Majeſty's Royal Palace as well as the Stare 
Priſon, could not ſecure the Earl of Efex from the irruption and violence 
_ of Aſſaſſinates : Can you either hope for, or promiſe your ſelves ſafety in 
your Country Dwellings ? For if they want Pretences of deſtroying you by 
Perſons in Ermine and Scarlet,they have no more to do but commillionate 
and arm Ruffians and Bandts againſt you. And when it may not be found 
convenient to aſſault your Lives by Strangers and hired Raſcals whom you 
do not know 3 they underſtand the Art of debauching your Yalet's de Cham- 
ber, and the Servants into whoſe hands you commit the care of your Per- 
*+ſons, to ſtab or poiſon you. Into what a deplorable condition are Engliſþ 
Gentlemen reduced, being expoſed, if they ſtay in the Nation, to be either 
ſworn out of. their Lives by falſe Witneſſes,or murdered by bloody Aſlaſ- 
ſinates 3 or if they withdraw and retreat into Forcign Countries, made 
liable to be purſued to Outlawries. And which was never known in any 
Kingdom of the World, till Sir George Geffry's had given us a Preſident, an 
Out lawry does as certainly deſtroy a Man, if the 'o#tlaw'd Party once fall 
intotheir hands.as if he had drunk Poiſon,or were ſtab'd through the hearc 
with'a Stilers, Of this the unfortunate Sir Thomas Armſtrong is an Exam- 
Ple of the firſt :--preſion,who albeit apprehended within the twelfth Month, 
which is the time the Statute allows for a Perſon to come inand have the 
benefit of a Trial notwithſtanding an Omtlawry, was yet executed by a 
"Rule of the Court of King*s Bench, without being allowed a Trial, tho he 
"moſt earneſtly demanded it as a 72ghr of the Subject, and what the Law of 
- theLand gave'him a jnſt claim unto, And which is worthy to be remarked, 
as ſhewing the different treatment which Proteſtants meet with, beyond 
what was meaſured out to the worſt and moſt criminal Papiſts. The ſame 
Attorny General who oppoſed Sir Thomas Armſtrong*s having the liberty 
and benefit of a'Trial, and, who required a Rule of Court for his Execution 
upon the bare Owlawry, did buta few Years before in the caſe of Levalian 
and Don O Carney, two of the Ruffians, who in the Popiſh Conſpiracy were 
to have killed the King at Windſor, not only plead for the Reverſe of their 
Oxtlawry (tho they had been above two Years oatlaw'd, and came not in till 
they knew there was but one Witneſs could ſwear againſt them,Mr. Bedloe,the 
'other Witneſs being dead) but he withal told my Lord Chief Juſtice Pem- 
+hertoy, that there being an Error in the Fact through their abſence beyond 
Sea when the Omlawry was iflved out agaiuſt them; the Reverſe of it was 
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a thing of courſe, which they had a Right to demand,. and which the 
Court was bound by the Duty of their Office and Placeto grant. ' Seeing 
therefore that thoſe of you, O Engtſh Pecrs and Gentlemen, who' remain 
either faithful to God in the matter of Religion, or true to your Country 
inthe buſineſs of Civil Rights, can neither hope to eſcape the Malice and 
Rage of your Enemies by ſtayingat home nor by going abroad.is it not time 
to be at laſt ſo far awakened out of your Lethargy, as to demand Juſtice 
upon thoſe bold and enormous Malefattors that were the Contrivers and 
Perpetrators of this horrid Murder upon this Noble and Innocent Lord. Can 
yon believe you have diſcharged your Duty either to your Maker, your 
Prince, your Country, your Selves, your Poſterity, or to your murde- 
red Friend, tell you have filPd the Ears of his Majeſty with a cry of inno- 
cent Blood barbarouſly ſhed ? and till you have demanded melire inquiren- 
durr into the manner of that Noble Man's Death,” and have- brought the 
Authors and Inſtruments of his Affaſfination'to-undergo the Juſtice and 
Severity of the Law ? Let me tell you; O Peers and Gentlemen !/ that this 
is both what Heaven and Earth do expett from you. And if you contitiite 
to neglect it, you will, in the acconnt of God, be reckon®d amongſt Accefſ- 
ſories. to that Guilt, and in the Eſteem of Men be held for a daſtardly and 
degenerate People. But if all Men ſhall either prove ſo/intimid,orfo ſupine, 
*as to be regardleſs of the Command and-Authority'of God; their 6wn Pet- - 

ſonal Safety, the Wrath that impends oyer the'Nation upon the cry-of in- 
-nocent Blood ; Awake then andeftir vp thy ſelf thou All-ſeeitig ind Righ- 
' teous Lord, whd beboldeft Miſchief and Spite to requite with thy hand, ard 
"make thy Wiſdom known in the*Detection, and thy Juſtice in the Puniſh- 
- m&t of this horrid Crime. Forthou haſt not only devolved the Inquiſition 
after Murder pon thoſe whoare truſted with Rule among' Men, but'aſt 
" charged thy ſelf with it, and haſt ſaid, The Blood of your Lives will T require 
- at the 'hand of Man, and at the hand of every Man's Brother, will I require 
the Life of Man: and whoſo ſheddtth Maws Blood, by Man (hall his Blood be 
«iſhed. And we do the rather make this Appeal unto thee, O Lord, not only 
© becauſe they who are advanced unto the Seats of Judgment; are either un- 
accefſable, or Patrons of what they ſhould ſearch out'and\punitſh ;- but be- 
cauſe they who take upon them'to miniſter in thy holy Things,” have pro- 
phaned thy Name, made contem tible thy Ordinances, and deceived thy 
People whom they ſhould have informed, both by vindicating the Authors 
of this bloody Murder from the Guilt and Suſpition of it, and by defaming 
and wounding the Memory of an innocent and guiltleſs Perſon. While the 
Conſpirators againſt our Religion and Laws, have been like Wolves ravening 
ro ſhed Blood, ana to get diſhoneſt Gain ; "theſe Mercenary Men have daub'd _ 
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Engle» Rights owe. the ſucces: of all their Attempts ; and it is they whom 
" the Ne age £25 to accule, of being the Inſtruments that have betray'd us 
$o-Popery 


Slayery. . For to omit their other Villanies by which they 
bave ſought as well” to ruine the Nation, gar”. the Popiſh. FaRtion 3 | 
they. haye endeavoured to ingratiatethemſcelves with that traiterous Party, 
by becoming Advocates for Aſlaſfinates, and Concealers of Maſſacres, The 
alperkng tins Innocent and Noble Perſon (whoſe Spittle ſome years agothey 
were ambitious tolickup) with the Infamy of being Felo.de ſe, and they ma- 
HBagingthat wicked Fidion tothe involving others ia the Gpilt of a Plor, 
hath becna Year*s employment for ſome of the Clergy to exerciſe their Ta- 
-lept.npon, hoping thereby to pave their way to rich Benefices. Noris there 
any thing ſo baſe, which {ame of the Clergy will not proſtitute therſelves 
-unte and: glory in, if, ic may but ſerye the Defigus of St. James, and pre- 
-veat the detection of the Crimes whereof a great ſas is guilty, A Folk 
example we have of this in an Egvleſrafticks turning Informer, and cauljng a 
ery to ve madg op the Ganlet, a to pt Tomas: >F * a cxrtoin 
high fowa Tory. being viewing, the Tower, did with a kind of plex 
fore, on the remembrance that the:Earl of Efex had there fatally 6 Bow 
. &ys, 25k'd 2 common Sertinel where the Chamber was in which my L. of 7 
- Effex had cut bis Throat. Fo whichthe Souldier,wha was neither aStranger 
[to the Reports that, went concerning the Death of that Noble Perſon, nor 
. | te Circumſtances importing by -what means and hands he, had fal- 


: wherere Eel of E{or was killed. , And becauſe the honeſt Fellow would 


. not. own tothatinguifitivePerſon that my L.of Efex bad murder'd him- 
» felf;, but. perſevered in ſaying he was kill'd-in. ſuch a- place, therefore did 
the Divize inform aan him, and brought bim to ſuffer what I have re- 
Hated. Whichasitxepreſents unto us the Frinciples of the preſent Clergy, 
Ee rey one iy. 
eto rely One, to-mnom Juſtice velpngeth, thy jelf. yea, lift up thy ſelf | 
_ thou Juds of the Earth, cauſt their Mich f fo return _ their xt #4 
and for the Violence of their Hands, and the Sin of therr Mouth, let them be taken 
1 their Pride, that all Men-may know God bath not. forſaken the Earth, but 


that be ruleth in Jacob, even unto the E nds of it, 
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